
Parish Council Annual Report  
 
Who would have thought this time last year that we would still be in a middle of the 
Covid-19 lockdown though there does finally appear to be light at the end of the tunnel 
and we are hopeful that we will finally be able to meet up with you once more for a 
face-to-face Annual Village Meeting in the Summer when lockdown restrictions allow.  

These events are critical to the Parish Council as your ideas and priorities become our action list for 
the following year. 
 
In the meantime, please see attached our Annual Report providing a summary of what we have been 
up to in 2020-2021 and what we intend to do during the coming year. Should you have any questions, 
issues, concerns or comments on this report or ideas as to what we should be concentrating on as a 
Parish in 2021/2022 we will also be holding a ’Virtual’ Annual Village Meeting drop-in between 
6:30pm and 8pm on Tuesday the 4th of May where councillors will be available to take your questions.  
 
Should you wish to attend please contact our clerk at Bletchingleyclerk@btinternet.com and we will 
provide you with log-in details. If you are not able to attend but have a burning issue, question or 
comment please email our clerk on the same address.  
 
Chairman’s Report 

It has been another busy year where we tried to continue with our business-as-usual activities whilst 

adapting to Covid-19 restrictions including online virtual council meetings throughout the year. The 

biggest achievements for the council this year included:-  

1) The set up and co-ordination of the Bletchingley Covid-19 Volunteer Group. This was 

particularly busy in the first 6 months of the Pandemic with nearly 50 volunteers supporting 

120 shielding households with shopping and prescription runs and regular check ins.  We 

would like to thank all the volunteers who gave of their time, it is simply amazing what we can 

do, when we all pull together during this challenging time.  We were also thankful to TDC for 

the £1.5k grant that they provided us, which allowed us in conjunction with Bletchingley 

United Charities to provide emergency food parcels, vouchers and other financial support to 

those in urgent financial need in the village.    

 

2) The New Bletchingley Cemetery. This was urgently needed because we only had a few spaces 

left in the old cemetery. We had to take out a 5-year loan of £25k from the Public Loans Board 

to assist in the funding.  

 

3) The new Permissive Pathway in Townmead (more details below)  

 

4) A new Parish Council Office based at Grange Meadow Sports Pavilion. We look forward to it 

reopening after the crisis is over and becoming a place for villagers to meet our clerk and 

councillors should they need assistance.  

 

I would like to thank our District and Parish Councillors as well as Kim, our Locum clerk and all the 

unsung heroes of the Village for the time and effort they have given freely to the community in this 

difficult year. This includes Bletchingley United Charities, Bletchingley Magazine, the Village Hall 

Management Committee, The Sports Association, Bletchingley in Bloom, Neighbourhood and Speed 

Watch and the Footpath Volunteers who all give up their time to make Bletchingley such an enjoyable, 

pleasant and safe place to live.  

mailto:Bletchingleyclerk@btinternet.com


 

Last but not least I would like to welcome a new Parish Clerk, Karen O'Loughlin who started with us 

on the 1st of April. Once Covid-19 restrictions are removed, she will be based in the Parish Office on a 

Tuesday and Wednesday morning as well as contactable by email and phone as per the details 

published on the website.  

Affordable Housing 

The housing needs survey was carried out in 2019 and the results have been analysed.  However, 

further action was temporarily paused in 2020 in light of Covid-19 and more urgent projects being 

carried out by the Parish Council.   This project will however be on the agenda again over the next few 

months. 

Allotments & Fields and Stychens Lane Playground 

The parish council is responsible for two allotment sites in Little Common Lane and Stychens Lane. 
The rent from April 2021 will remain at £36 per annum per plot.    Occupancy was strong last year and 
a number of the 35 plots available changed hands.  At the time of writing, there are no vacant plots 
and we have a short waiting list. Anyone who would like to relinquish or take on a plot should please 
contact the Parish Clerk. 

The parish council leases out two fields, one off Stychens Lane and the other next to the cemetery.  The 
field next to the cemetery is much reduced due to the recent work to extend the cemetery, both fields 
are currently occupied by livestock. Rents for these have remained the same, proportionately, as last 
year. 

Consideration of the upgrading of the Stychens Lane playground area is ongoing. The play equipment 

and safety surfaces are looking a bit tired and several play items are now beyond repair and will need 

to be replaced. The Parish Council is looking at different options going forward but is very much 

dependant on budget and of course the opinions of villagers. We value your feedback as to how many 

people use this facility and your views and ideas regards the upgrade as well as fundraising ideas are 

very much welcome. Please contact Barbara at thewantlings@outlook.com should you be able to help.  

Grange Meadow/Sports Association 

The Pavilion, because of lockdown has not been used so much this year, so the opportunity has been 
taken to decorate inside & to revamp the CCTV. The children’s Park and Outdoor Gym have however 
been well used. Hopefully Covid regulations permitting Hawthorns will be playing Cricket during the 
school term, but the pitch is now available for any other cricket groups or cricket use – please contact 
Jeff Marks on 07941102179 if you are interested. Also contact him if you are interested in using the 
Pavilion, which will be open to hirers when not being used by regular users, e.g., evenings and 
sometimes at weekends, as Covid regulations permit.  

The skate ramp, a well-used facility, has been closed by TDC on safety grounds.  We are hopeful that 

BagAged with support from the community will be able to raise the necessary funds to complete the 

repairs.  

For 2021, TDC has included in their capital budget, money for upgrading the access road including 
marked parking with designated disabled parking bays and disabled access. 

While the Bletchingley Players closed last year, the hut has been re-let to another amateur acting 

group, so for you would be actors go join them when we can.  
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CCTV 

These continue to be active, monitoring the Parish Assets and at key locations around the village. 

There were several crime incidents during 2020 where footage was provided to police to assist in their 

investigations.  

A new Woodland Cemetery 

You may well have noticed that the New Cemetery 
extension gateway off the Godstone Road is now 
completed and operational and, together with the 
additional planting of trees and hedging and the 
provision of a water standpipe, means that it is now 
ready for use.  A pathway between the old and new 
cemeteries has also been provided.  The New Cemetery 
will be divided between traditional burials and 
Woodland burials.  

 
We have reviewed the burial fees for traditional burials and have also given considerable thought to 
the fees for the woodland burials and for the prospective future Rose Garden for the scattering of 
ashes (as opposed to the burial of the urn containing the ashes). The rules, regulations and costs will 
be published shortly. Contact the Parish Clerk for further information.    
 
Footpaths and Green Spaces 

The new Town Mead/Grange Meadow path has proved useful and successful and used respectfully – 
our thanks again to Bletchingley & Hathersham Estates for allowing the Parish Council to create this 
new path. Please remember that it is a Permissive Foot Path so please do not abuse it as otherwise it 
will be taken from us. 

The Parish Council continue to note maintenance requests relating to footpaths and report these to 
Surrey County Council.  Due to COVID restrictions, the amount of work done has been limited and we 
are aware or a number of maintenance issues, in particular relating to finger posts, which need to be 
resolved. 

Finance 

The draft accounts will be published on the website and noticeboard in due course. Should anyone 

wish to have a hard copy, this can be provided by contacting the Parish Clerk who can print a copy for 

you to collect at the Parish Office.  

Our biggest cost in 2020 was the Cemetery extension works with costs in 2020/21 of £46k and with 

total costs expected to exceed £50k. This necessitated us borrowing £25k from the Public Works Loans 

Board (PWLB) which will be repaid over 5 years.  

During the year the council also had to employ the services of a locum clerk to stand-in during the 

prolonged illness of the Clerk.  We are extremely grateful to Mrs Kim Wantling for enabling us to 

maintain the Council's services to the community. 

Despite this cost, we took the view for the 2021/2022 financial year not to increase the precept due 

to the financial hardship faced by many of our Parishioners  during this time though it will mean that 

budget will be tight this year for the Parish Council and we will need to be careful in our spending.  

 



Minerals and Environment 

Both North Park Quarry (Sibelco) and Mercers’ Quarry (J & J Franks) have continued to operate 

throughout the pandemic. The regular liaison meetings with Sibelco were postponed but are expected 

to resume, virtually at least, in April 2021. There is a pending planning application for North Park 

Quarry to expand sand extraction into a site in Brewer Street which would keep the site active and 

delay full restoration until the end of 2037. BPC and QOG (Quarry Observation Group) submitted 

responses to the application last year and an updated, more detailed phasing plan of extraction and 

progressive restoration has recently  been made available including plans to reinstate footpaths and 

bridleways. Since last year some of the worked land has been made over to grazing and there are 

conservation projects with Surrey Wildlife Trust such as to create habitats for sand martins at Spynes 

Mere.  

TAG A25 remains active regarding traffic issues along A25 between Godstone and Nutfield although it 

has not been possible to meet in the past year. BPC continues to fund an air quality monitor adjacent 

to the Mercers’ Quarry entrance in Nutfield. This was reinstated after repair last May and has recorded 

levels of PM10 within the statutory limits, although not lower than previously recorded levels even 

during lockdown periods. Likewise, NOx levels monitored monthly by tubes at the same site, funded 

by TAG A25, also recorded Nitrous Oxide levels within the statutory limits. Once we are able to meet 

again it will be possible to review whether these monitors should be relocated to sites with potentially 

higher levels.   

Village Hall and Community Centre 

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 there has been little activity at either venue in the past year although 

some groups were able to resume activities on a limited basis last autumn.  It is hoped that it will be 

possible to open to hirers again gradually in the coming months and voting for the local elections is 

expected to take place at the Village Hall in May. Local government grants have been secured to 

support the hall financially during this period of limited income and there are bookings for when things 

return to normal including children’s parties, wedding anniversaries, Weddings and dog shows. Do 

remember us when you have that special something to celebrate after the lock down consider your 

local Hall - 01883744378 or blechingleyvillagehallbooking@gmail.com 

There have been some changes on the Village Hall Management Committee in the last year with the 

retirement of the chair, Debbie Hale, booking secretary, Brenda Waudby, and Church and Age Concern 

representative, Angela Price. Our thanks go to them for their longstanding commitment to running 

the hall. VHMC has not been able to meet in person since last summer but we hope to resume 

meetings shortly with some new members and address the challenge of renegotiating the lease for 

the premises. Lastly the Village Hall carpark, owned by Lawrence’s, has recently been listed by the 

Parish Council as an Asset of Community Value.  

 

Neighbourhood Watch/Speed Watch  

Covid 19 has had an impact on crimes in the village with more recorded crimes effecting outbuildings 
and sheds.  On line crime  and scams have also increased significantly so be aware and always 
remember that the police and banks will never ask for bank details and PIN numbers, so never eve 
give them out.  Despite these 2 areas, Bletchingley remains a Parish with a relatively low level of crime 
in Tandridge and in Surrey.  This is in no small part due to the efforts of Di Turner and the 
Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) in Bletchingley.  



Speedwatch has also been impacted by Covid 19 with many cancelled sessions as a result of 

lockdowns.  Now limited sessions are permitted but only 2 operatives at a time.   

The Parish Council wish to thank  Di Turner who has successfully led both the Neighbourhood Watch 

and Speedwatch team for more years than we can remember. With her retirement from the roles, we 

are looking for someone to help lead Neighbourhood Watch and/or to be the main liaison with the 

Surrey Speedwatch team.  It will be sad if either scheme had to fold because of lack of volunteers. If 

anyone is interested please contact the Parish Clerk or a councillor.   

Planning 

The Council continues to consider and comment on planning applications at both its full meetings and 

planning committee meetings.  Residents can also submit comments either to the Council or directly 

to TDC and these comments are always considered by the Parish Council when deciding on their 

response.  

Tree Management 

The Parish Council continue to maintain the trees on Tilgate Common, the Cemetery, Stychens Field, 

the High Street and the allotments at Little Common Lane and Stychens sites. A survey was carried out 

on the trees that are on land in the Council’s ownership and as a result, some tree work has and will 

be taking place over the coming months. 

Transport 

Gatwick Airport - The airport has been holding regular meetings with small groups of parish councillors 
in the same area of the district.  So far, there have been two of these. The North terminal is the sole 
terminal in use and is likely to remain so for a good while.  It is not anticipated that anything like the 
level of pre-Covid business will resume until at the earliest 2024. The airport has also, of course, seen 
the repercussions of Norwegian Airlines closing down its long-haul service which has resulted in 
further loss of employment opportunities at the airport.  At the time of writing most flights from the 
airport are either maintenance or cargo – there has been an increase in cargo flights, in part because 
of the amount of paperwork generated by Brexit.  The airport is also being used for the import of the 
Pfizer vaccine. 
 
Meanwhile, the airport is continuing to plan for the future with the necessary applications being made 
for use of the emergency runway as a regular departure runway and for more efficient use (in the 
airport’s terms) of the main runway.  The emergency runway is geographically closer to the parish but 
without the publication of proposed routes (and this is not going to happen until the project is much 
further down the line), it is impossible to comment on whether this will create increased noise for the 
parish. 
 
There are currently two ongoing Civil Aviation Authority reviews.  The preliminary consultation on 
night flights closed in February.  The Parish Council’s simple response to this was that no night flights 
should be permitted between 23.00 and 05.00 hours.  We understand from TDC’s GATCOM 
representative that this was the view she was receiving from the vast majority of parish councils in 
the District. 
 
The second review is a national review of airspace covering the whole of the United Kingdom.  This 
was paused last year but has now re-started.  The review on south east airspace seems to have fallen 
considerably behind that of other areas, albeit, of course, it is the busiest area. 
 



A meeting of the Noise Management Board was held in December.  This Board now has a far more 
wide-reaching remit than the Board as originally envisaged and covers not only arrivals but also 
departures. The Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign has also held one virtual meeting with another 
planned for the end of April. 
 
 
Redhill Aerodrome Consultative Committee 
 
The Committee has held 2 virtual meetings.  At the March meeting it was announced that Reigate and 
Banstead Borough Council had at last retrospectively given planning permission for the re-alignment 
and surfacing of the taxi-way. As might be expected, at the time of writing, there are very few fixed 
wing flights taking place – most being pilot instructor flights and maintenance flights.  The two 
helicopter emergency services operating from the aerodrome have generated most of the movements 
taking place. 
 
The AGM will be held on Saturday 17 July, hopefully at the Aerodrome Business Centre.  If this proves 
not to be possible, then a virtual meeting will be held on that date.  
 
Roads 
 
Sadly, the current lockdown did not result in the decrease in road traffic generated by the first 
lockdown.  Whilst we were informed that bus services might be affected by quarantining, this did not 
seem to happen.  
 
Website 

The Website will be undergoing a facelift during 2021. If you have any comments or ideas of what 

should be on the website please contact sally.ray@btinternet.com.  

 

Sally-anne Ray, Chair, on behalf of Bletchingley Parish Council  
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