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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD BY VIDEO 

CONFERENCE CALL (IN LINE WITH THE VIRTUAL MEETINGS 

REGULATIONS 2020)  

ON MONDAY 08 FEBRUARY 2021 

    

P R E S E NT 
S Ray – Chairman 

P Glenn – Vice Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier, I Borman, A Cock, D Kiss, L Sherlock and B Wantling 

In attendance:  K Wantling (Locum Clerk), DC Black, DC Elias, DC Vickers, H Windsor, R Miles, 

PC R Futter and G Luckhurst 

 

16/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received from Cllr Tarrant.  

17/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 No changes.  

18/21 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th January 2021 were approved and 

signed by the Chairman. Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 25th January 

2021 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  The approved minutes would be uploaded 

onto the website. 

 

19/21 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

Drainage in Whitehill Lane and Stychens Lane - Cllr Kiss reported on email 

correspondence received by C French on the drainage issues.  H Windsor also commented 

on the Stychens Lane drainage issue which she stated was a blocked gulley which had been 

previously reported.  She also volunteered to help with trying to restore the width of the 

footpath affected by the flooding.  Cllr Kiss confirmed he would be meeting C French later 

in the week to review the sites specifically and then report back.  Following a discussion,  

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Parish Council would try to push Surrey Highways to resolve 

the issues.  

R Miles joined the meeting.  He confirmed he had nothing further to add to the initial 

discussions relating to the Parish Council’s investigations into Affordable Housing options 

in the village. 

 PC R Futter joined the meeting. 

The Chairman welcomed both to the meeting.  Due to the time constraints of PC Futter, the 

Policing Issues agenda item was brought forward.  
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20/21 POLICING ISSUES  

 

PC Futter briefly introduced himself to the council.  He also confirmed that currently 

Bletchingley only has 4 Grade 1 reports of actual concern and that overall Bletchingley had 

one of the lowest levels of crime in Tandridge.  One of the above was a mental health matter 

and the other was that of catalytic converter theft.  He acknowledged that fraud and online 

scams were high and of great concern.  These were being handled by an Ops signature team 

who were trying to make the public aware of how to avoid being scammed.  Everything 

reported is recorded and whilst it might not appear that anything has happened, this report is 

then available to link with any future incident to build up a case.  The Council acknowledged 

 



2 

that police attendance following a burglary was quick, but the resolution slow and that while 

crime may be lower than other villages it was still of concern to villagers.  PC Futter was 

thanked for his time. 

PC Futter left the meeting. 

The Clerk then read the report received from PCSO Wells – these included 2 burglaries, 3 

thefts, 1 criminal damage and 1 violent crime for which there had been an arrest. 

21/21 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS CONTINUED  

 

A25 road conditions in Bletchingley – the Council had been copied in on correspondence 

between Mr Cullen and SCC complaining about the condition of the A25 near Barfields and 

damage caused as a result to Mr Cullen’s vehicle.  It was noted that there are a number of 

potholes, poor surface, specifically from the Bus stop outside Barfields heading towards Big 

Common Lane.  It was noted that whilst there had been attempts to fill the potholes, these 

continued to resurface on a regular basis.  Cllr Black commented that she believed Highways 

were in the process of filling potholes in Godstone Road, into the High Street and would then 

return to resurface later.  It was noted that the pavement issue previously reported remained 

unrepaired, although it was acknowledged that a pothole in a similar location had been filled.  

Following a discussion,  

IT WAS AGREED THAT Cllr Sherlock and the Clerk would draft a letter to be sent to 

Surrey Highways highlighting concerns about the condition of the roads and lack of repair 

in the area.  

Cllr Wantling joined the meeting.  
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22/21 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

DC Black highlighted the need to complete the National Census letters due to arrive around 

the 21st March in all households.  There was a legal obligation to complete the form.  It would 

take around 10 minutes online.  For those unable or having difficulties completing the forms 

visits could be undertaken to assist.  The Chairman confirmed the information had been 

uploaded onto the website and would be on the parish magazine and Facebook pages in 

March. 

DC Vickers reported that the latest draft of the Open Spaces Strategy, reflecting the 

Consultation feedback and comments raised at Community Services Committee on 12th 

November 2020 would be going to Committee on the 9th March.  Further comments could 

be made until the 24th February 2021.  DC Vickers confirmed that land not owned by TDC 

had been removed and the document refined making the final version easier to read. 

DC Elias updated the Council on 3 matters.  

Firstly, with reference to Grange Meadow, following the difficulties encountered in funding 

the project from CIL monies, TDC has now made provision for Grange Meadow works in 

its own capital programme budget for 2021-22. The budget for the Grange Meadow project 

is for a sum of £250,000 to be spent in 2021-22 mainly on drainage and access improvements 

works.  

Secondly, with reference to the grant of £1.5k received by the Council from TDC last 

Summer, Cllr Elias has been advised by TDC officers that this was funded from a specific 

Emergency Assistance Grant received from the Government in the sum of £25k. The fund 

has largely been spent already on grants to Parish and Village Councils, food banks and the 

CAB to help with their efforts dealing with the effects of the pandemic. TDC is awaiting 

clarification from Government but it is unlikely that additional funds will be received to be 

passed on. Cllr Elias added that the Bletchingley Village Hall Management Committee is 

eligible to receive a closed business lockdown grant under the Local Restrictions Support 

Grant as they did last Summer and they should be encouraged to apply.  
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Finally, Cllr Elias updated the Council on the matter of Pendell. Discussions have been 

ongoing for some years amongst Surrey authorities to identify transit sites in the County. It 

has long been accepted by all authorities concerned that these are needed in order to enable 

the Police to use Section 62a powers under the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 

with which to direct Unauthorised Encampments. In the East of the County, the site being 

considered is Pendell on the border of Bletchingley and Merstham which is owned by Surrey 

County Council. Pendell has been a camp for permanent travellers for many years. The 

Police are strongly of the opinion that designating a part of it as a transit site would facilitate 

their efforts to direct travellers from unauthorised encampments e.g. on Grange Meadow. It 

would be up to the travellers to decide whether to stop at that transit camp or not. Should 

Surrey decide on Pendell as a potential transit site, a planning application would come before 

the Parish Council in due course.  

DC Black and DC Elias left the meeting. 

23/21 
MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES AND 

CLERK’S REPORT 

 

 

Clerk’s report noted.  All actions where appropriate are on the agenda.   

7.1 Update on Pondtail Surgery future - It was noted that there had been no response to 

the letters sent relating to the future of Pondtail Surgery and that there were a number of 

rumours about its future.  The Vice Chairman stated that she would try to talk to MP C 

Coutinho at the next TDC COVID19 Community Response meeting.  D Vickers believed 

that the Nutfield Locum GP had applied to be the resident holder.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT initially the Locum Clerk would resend the letters requesting a 

response to clarify the situation.  Should a response not be received within a week, then 

approaches for updates will be made via other public platforms for example Facebook pages. 

7.2 Update on Bletchingley COVID19 support activities.  The Chairman updated the 

Council on the work of volunteers.  Volunteer numbers were still at between 15 and 20 which 

was sufficient for the requests coming in.  Most of the work related to collection of 

prescriptions and food shopping and these requests were down from the initial lockdown 

period.  There were now around 120 households on the contact list.  The COVID19 impact 

now was more due to reduced household finances as opposed to shopping and prescription 

collections etc.  Following the Facebook publicity campaign anew list of residents requiring 

financial support had come forward.  Most of these had been directed to Bletchingley United 

Charities (“BUC”) who had spent more than £1,500 from their “Hardship Fund” in the last 

year to individuals directly affected by COVID19.  The Chairman proposed that the £1,500 

grant held by the Parish Council for this should be forwarded to BUC who had used their 

own funds for COVID19 related requests.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Parish Council would forward the £1,500 TDC Grant to 

BUC. 

The Chairman also confirmed that she was liaising with the Chairman of BUC to set up a 

Facebook Just Giving page to try to help with the campaign to raise further funds and allow 

those who do donate to claim the tax element back.  Details of this would be published when 

available. 
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24/21 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

Cllr Wantling declared a perception of bias as a near neighbour and as such would not take 

part in the discussion. 

8.1 TA/2021/72 – 39 St Catherines Cross, Bletchingley, Surrey, RH1 4PX – Erection of 

a single storey rear extension with installation of 3 x roof lights.  (TW)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.2 Any Other Planning Matters - Recent Planning Determinations.  

 

 

 

 

KW 
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None. 

25/21 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

9.1 - Affordable Housing – Cllr Baharier, Wantling & Kiss 

Cllr Kiss reported that he had reviewed the original file on affordable housing that previous 

Cllr Trotman had held.  Following a review of the same, it was suggested that a working 

party be put together to consider the information available and put together suggestions for 

the Parish Council to consider in relation to site location and landowner, Housing 

Association and TDC involvement and whether to take the matter forward or not.  This would 

provide an up to date perspective, suggesting which sites are worth taking forward and next 

steps.  It was acknowledged from the recent housing survey that there is still a need for 

affordable housing.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED that as all the Councillors still wanted to explore the option of 

Affordable Housing further, that the working group of Cllrs Kiss, Wantling and Baharier 

meet to discuss the above and report back at the next meeting.  It was agreed that R Miles 

could be included in the working group if the Council wish to pursue a site that he owns.  

Cllr Kiss would provide the members with an analysis of the contents of the file. 

R Miles left the meeting.  

9.2 - Allotments & Fields – Cllr Borman 

Cllr Borman following a site visit to Little Common Lane allotments had called the Work 

Party meeting off due to safety.  He considered that the main issue was trimming back the 

Laurel tree at the end of the site and hoped to revisit this the following weekend.  A work 

party for the Stychens Lane site was scheduled for the end of the month. 

9.3 - CCTV – Chairman   

The Clerk reported that additional footage had been requested by the police following a 

further incident outside the Post Office – details had been forwarded to the police. The 

camera at the War Memorial had failed in January and subsequently been replaced as part of 

the maintenance schedule with the Contractor. 

9.4 - Cemetery – Cllr Glenn & Cllr Kiss for the extension project   

• To update on the progress of tree planting.  Cllr Tarrant had forwarded a message 

confirming that he had all the trees and posts and was hoping to start the tree planting over 

the weekend of the 20th and 21st.  

• To review and approve Cemetery Regulations.  Cllr Borman stated that the existing 

Cemetery Rules and Regulations for the traditional burial site in the extension were still 

appropriate subject to a few minor updates.  A discussion followed relating to the location 

of the proposed Rose Garden/cremation site in the extension and location of the proposed 

seating.   Details for the woodland burial still needed to be worked through, such as number 

of burials per plot and plot markings etc.  Is it to be normal burials within a wooded area, or 

be planned as a specific Woodland Burial which requires different burial methods and 

regulations.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllrs Kiss, Borman, Glenn, Tarrant and the Chairman would 

meet to review further and report back at the next meeting. 

The Vice Chairman reported that she was undertaking a review the burial fees and would 

submit the findings to the March Council for setting of the 2021 fees. 

Cllr Kiss reported that the interconnecting gateway between the old and new Cemetery had 

been installed.  The proposed signage costs had been received, with the sign in black iron, 

similar to the Olympic sign, being the preferred option.  These would be added to the March 

agenda for agreement together with the replacement signage for the gates to the existing 

Cemetery and both allotments. 
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9.5 -  Speedwatch – Cllr Tarrant 

Nothing to report. 

9.6 -  Footpaths and Bridleways -Cllr Borman  

Nothing to report.  

9.7 -  Minerals and Environment – Cllr Sherlock  

Cllr Sherlock reported that the Air Quality monitor was still working but there were currently 

no comparison figures for last year.  The PM10 levels for the air quality were 17.9 for 

January, slightly higher than last month.  In relation to the NOX monitors, TAGA25 had 

obtained the readings which were 34 and 33 respectively for November and December.  Cllr 

Sherlock said that TAGA25 were considering whether the position of the Air Quality 

Monitor was still in the best position or whether it needed to be relocated for more accurate 

readings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.8 - Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Tarrant 

Nothing to report. 

9.9 -  Sports Association – Chair & Cllr Kiss  

Cllr Baharier enquired as to when the internet at the pavilion was likely to be installed as 

they were considering installing a Hive monitor.  The Chairman confirmed that she would 

be chasing BT for an update.  The facilities are still shut during lockdown. 

9.10 - Street Lighting – All Councillors  

Nothing to report. 

9.11 - Transport – Cllr Glenn 

Cllr Glenn updated on the recently attended GACC zoom meeting on the 28th January 2021.  

Night flights remain the main topic of concern.  There is an additional GACC meeting this 

coming Friday.  No Flights between 11 – 5 were agreed as more viable for the airport as 

opposed to 11 to 7.  There was also a request for more intense use of the main runway than 

pre-COVID19 levels.  It was agreed that this would not happen in any event for a number of 

years.  Cllr Glenn would review the consultation and respond accordingly. 

9.12 - Tree Management – Cllr Tarrant 

• To agree the costs and appoint the contractor to undertake the tree work required 

following the Tree Surveys undertaken in 2020 and the subsequent roped tree surveys. The 

Clerk confirmed that two quotes had been obtained for the work required to be undertaken 

in year 1 as per the Tree Reports and Cllr Tarrant’s specific breakdown of the work from 

these.  The Clerk had put together a chart detailing the two quotes for comparison.  Following 

a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the contractor, Broadleaf Tree Surgeons, who had undertaken 

the original surveys would be contracted to undertake the work as their quote came in cheaper 

at a total of £4920 plus VAT. This was within the budget available for tree works.  The 

Locum Clerk would notify both parties of the decision. 

9.13 - Village Hall/Community Centre – Cllrs Wantling, Glenn & Sherlock  

Cllr Sherlock reported that there was no update on the Village Hall and Community Centre 

being put forward as a potential alternative site for the Pondtail Surgery or as a Vaccination 

Centre.  No more information from the visit from the Gas Engineer.   

9.14 - Website – Chair  
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The Chairman stated that she had not had time to take the review of the website any further 

so nothing further to report. 

9.15 - Traffic and Parking Incidents – Chair  

Nothing to report. 

9.16 – Hevers Pond – Cllr Baharier  

The Clerk confirmed that the draft licence with tracked changes had been sent off to Ben Lee 

of RH & RW Cluttons to consider the requested amendments.  Cllr Baharier was thanked for 

her recent photos of the pond. 

9.17- Stychens Lane Playground – Cllr Wantling 

Nothing to report.  

G Luckhurst left the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26/21 FINANCE – Cllr Cock   

 

10.1. To consider renewing subscription to Surrey Hills Society for £25 per year and Surrey 

Playing Fields for £10. 

RESOLVED - Approved 

10.2. To approve the payment to Bletchingley United Charities for COVID support 

activities in line with TDC grant.  

RESOLVED – previously discussed.  Approved. 

10.3. Payments – to approve the following February accounts for payment as per payment 

schedule 

The payment list along with the bank statements has been sent out to all councillors before 

the meeting and was read out by the Chairman who had set up the payments in the Clerk’s 

absence as the Locum Clerk does not have account authorisation.  Cllrs Wantling and 

Baharier reviewed and approved the payments and Cllr Glenn was the second authoriser on 

the bank.  

Plusnet Broadband for village Hall DD 31.20 

SES Business Water Cemetery water DD 8.00 

Vodafone Parish Council Mobile 07423640419 DD 9.58 

SES Business Water Stychens Lane Allotments DD 15.00 

SES Business Water Little Common Lane allotments  DD 9.00 

Telecoms Consortium Line Rental 01883 740 263 Village Hall  DD 15.00 

   87.78 

Kim Wantling  Locum Clerk pay £962.50 for January EP 962.50 

Surrey Hills Society Subscription EP 25.00 

Surrey Playing Fields Subscription EP 10.00 

Dave Alston Cemetery extension pathway EP 420.00 

HR Services Partnership HR Advice EP 426.00 

DA Landscaping 2 x Cemetery visits plus bus top cleans EP 840.00

   2683.50 

    

  TOTAL 2771.28 

RESOLVED – Approved February payments. 

 

 

 



7 

10.4. To note the receipts and transfers during January/February - £3000.00 in January and 

£2000.00 in February. 

27/21 COUNCIL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  

 

11.1 Update on progress of the review of the Emergency Plan.  

No update on this in Cllr Tarrant’s absence. 

11.2 To review Standing Orders.  The Vice Chairman had compared the updated NALC 

Standing Orders against the existing approved ones and provided a breakdown which had 

been circulated to all Councillors for consideration prior to the meeting.  The main change 

which required discussion was in relation to the timing allowed for public participation.  This 

was agreed at 3min per person.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Vice Chairman’s suggestions, which included comments 

from the Chairman, other councillors and the Locum Clerk, were agreed and the amended 

version be adopted.  The Vice Chairman would provide a clean version of the updated 

Standing Orders to be made available on the website. 
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28/21 STAFFING MATTERS  

 

Items still trying to be retrieved from the previous Clerk were the Petty Cash box, bank cards, 

although this was not necessary as access had been cancelled, Vodafone contract details and 

missing Cemetery Plans.  The Chairman confirmed she would try and contact him again. 

In relation to a replacement Clerk, 4 people have so far expressed an interest.  Further 

requests for interested candidates will be made via Facebook.  SALC could be hired to 

undertake the advertising at a cost of £450.  This was thought to be expensive and whilst 

they may be trained were unlikely to be local.  It was noted that local contacts are unlikely 

to have existing Clerk training but would hopefully have the other skills required and then 

undertake training.  The Locum Clerk explained that she came in with no council experience, 

only organisational skills etc from previous employment involving committees etc.  The 

initial training, Working with your Council was undertaken straight away followed by 

CILCA.  Any interested candidate would require good organisation skills, computer and 

Excel and some financial experience. Cllr Sherlock suggested advertising on the Tandridge 

website.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Locum Clerk would email the Tandridge Clerks to see if 

there was any interest in the role. The deadline for applications was the end of February 

2021. 

 

29/21 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The Clerk had circulated the response from L Jabbour in relation to the complaint about 

boundary trees overhanging Little Common Lane.  The contents of the letter were noted and 

it was agreed that contact should be made with other property owners whose boundary trees 

overhang Little Common Lane.  There was also a request for the Parish Council to review 

the boundary fence and adjoining trees between her property and the bottom of Stychens 

Lane Playground.  It was noted that the trees requiring attention were being deal with as per 

the Tree Survey Report.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT further investigation into the boundary fence obligation would 

be undertaken from the official deed documentation.  The Locum Clerk would respond 

confirming that the trees were being dealt with as per the tree survey report.  The Locum 

Clerk would retrieve the relevant documents from the office for Cllr Glenn to review.  Details 

of the other property owners would be obtained and letters written to them as well. 

A letter responding to L Jabbour’s comments would be drafted by the Chairman and Vice 

Chairman after review of the documentation available.  

 

30/21 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  
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Affordable Housing Review - March 

War Memorial Repair (Qtr. 2 2021) 

Signage and Cemetery fees 

Annual Village meeting – need to discuss the report for the year and how to distribute it. 

 

31/21 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS  

 

Planning Committee – 22nd February 2021 

Full Council Meeting - 8th March 2021 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at  21.21pm  

 

 

 

Signed as a true record of the meeting, and approved at the Bletchingley Parish Council meeting of 

the 8th March 2021  

 

Signed  

 

 
 

Sallyanne Ray, Chair of Bletchingley Parish Council 

 

8th March 2021  


