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                                           BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 8th APRIL 2019 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

P Glenn – Vice Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier, D Kiss, A Cock, A Butler,  L Sherlock, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - G Dessent,  DC Elias, DC Black, DC Vickers, PCSO Lorraine Wells (from 

7.55pm),  3 Residents 

 

 1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 None  

 2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
None. 

 

 

 3. MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th March 2019 and the 

Planning meeting held on 25th March were approved and signed by the Chairman 

and are now on the website.  

 

 

 

4. RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS 

 

Victoria Gregory raised further concerns about road safety on Little Common Lane, 

making reference to the most recent accident on 02/04/19. Cllr Ray explained she 

and the Council were fully aware of these ongoing concerns and have raised this 

with Surrey Highways but to date with little response. The Parish Council is 

maintaining an accident/incident record and would welcome all residents to register 

accordingly so that this can be used as evidence. One possibility might be a 

Speedwatch scheme for this road. 

 

DC Elias suggested that Surrey Police are asked to enforce the existing speed limit – 

this was agreed – copy to TDC Councillors. 

 

Action:  Clerk to draft an appropriate letter. 

 

A resident raised concerns about the number of potholes which needed attention in 

Barfields road and felt that the whole road needed resurfacing rather than piecemeal 

repairs, which has proved ineffective.  The same resident also raised a concern 

about a caravan that had been parked outside the flats on the High Street during the 

Christmas period.  It had been noted that the same caravan had been parked 

recently.  DC Black said that TDC were aware. 

 

Cllr Cock raised the need to prune a cherry tree that stands on SCC land, adjacent to 
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his property.  Since this is in the conservation area, the TDC officer should be 

informed in addition to SCC.   

Action - The Clerk to ascertain the exact location and thereafter to inform SCC and 

TDC. 

 

Cllr Baharier had received a request that plastic “flowers” be banned in the 

Cemetery.  This would require a change in the Regulations and while the council 

sympathise there was concern that this could cause distress.  To avoid this, a polite 

request to refrain from the placing of plastic objects in the cemetery would be added 

to the correspondence.  

Action – The Clerk and Councillor responsible for the Cemetery to review where 

this can be placed/should be mentioned.  

 

Cllr Trotman commented that elderly parishioners had difficulty negotiating the 

ironstone paving outside the Post Office. See Item 7.3 below.  

 

Cllr Tarrant had inspected the tree which had been the subject of a complaint 

regarding its safety from a resident of Little Common Lane.  The land appears to be 

owned by a “Nature Trust”  Cllr Elias commented that there is now a central 

registry of trusts’ and it may be possible to establish ownership via that. 

 

Cllr Sherlock noted that the side panels of the bus stop opposite Barfields had again 

been demolished. 

 

7.55pm PCSO Lorraine Wells entered the meeting and was warmly welcomed. 

 

 

5. REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

 All District Councillors present commended the TDC initiative of rolling out 

Locality Officers, and would do what they could to ensure the person covering the 

Parish would be in contact soon, and encourage them to come along to the annual 

Parish meeting on 20 May.  

 

By way of additional comment on the Little Common Lane speeding problems, DC 

Elias suggested that the letter also be copied to the Chief Constable and our MP, 

together with photographs. 

 

DC Elias also updated the meeting on the position with regard to the pending 

meeting of the Local Committee with the SCC Cabinet member for Highways in 

relation to A25 speed limits. Date is still to be agreed.  

 

DC Vickers said that she was still not on the mailing list for Minutes and Agendas. 

Action- Clerk to ensure that DC Vickers is added to the email distribution.  

 

Cllr Trotman raised the question of a lorry park close to the Cormongers site and 

asked DC Vickers whether any progress had been made.  DC Vickers will make 
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enquiries of Nutfield PC. 

 

DC Black thanked Cllr Trotman and Butler for their contribution as councillors over 

the last 35+ years.  

  

 6. POLICING ISSUES  

 

PCSO Wells explained that she was covering the Parish temporarily whilst our own 

PCSO is on light duties. She emphasised that crime levels are low and that the 

Parish is one of the safest places in the District. Cllr Baharier raised a concern about 

drug dealing/use in the Grange meadow area which the PCSO is keeping an eye on. 

PSCO also advised all present to report any concerns to the 101 telephone number 

and these will be investigated. 

 

Cllr Trotman asked whether the Police will in future be liaising with the new 

Locality Officers, which are being introduced by TDC.  Cllr Elias explained that the 

TDC officers were in place to deal with matters concerning the District Council. 

 

 

 7. MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 
The Chairman clarified that all items would be dealt with under agenda items. 

 

 

 

Clerks Report 

Youth Club: A letter from the Treasurer of the Youth Club had been received. This 

asked the Parish Council to hold the remaining monies of £3847.79 following the 

Youth Club being wound up for youth related projects  The Council agreed this in 

principle, subject to consideration of how and where it should hold these monies.  

Action: - The Clerk and Chair to agree in writing the terms with the Treasurer of the 

Youth Club.  

 

 

 

7.1 Village Bins – the Clerk circulated the latest information but Councillors 

agreed this appeared to be highly inaccurate. Cllr Kiss agreed to undertake 

a survey of the position and condition of the bins and whether they appear 

to be required where situated.  

                

 

 

7.2 Clerk’s Office – discussions continuing with TDC, the Chairman had 

held a meeting with the Pavilion Manager and it was hoped that the 

Clerk’s office would be available now in May. Cllr Glenn will liaise with 

the Sports Association in relation to agreements.  

 

 

 

7.3 Ironstone Pavement – While not the responsibility of the Parish Council, 

the council have agreed that it would be in the interests of the village to 

repair. A quote for the outside of the Post Office had been received by 

Cllr Kiss of £900. 

Resolved – This was approved - the monies to be taken from the CIL 

monies the Council hold.  

In relation to the area outside the Whyte Hart where the pavement was 
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also in need of repair, it was understood that this area was owned by the 

Whyte Hart and as such, Cllr Kiss will approach the Tenants, once we 

have a quote for the work, and thereafter the freeholder with a view to 

obtaining a contribution to the cost from the latter. 

 

The suggestion of a “stone pick” at Moorhouse Quarry will be explored 

further. 

 

 

7.4 Village Fair/Hog Roast – the Council agreed to take this over again this 

 year with the aim of charging £3.50 per roll, and for the Council to make 

up any shortfall. The event is on the last Sunday in June.  

Action – The Clerk to contact the contractor who has arranged previous 

Hog Roast.  

 

It was agreed there should be a PC stall and Cllr Kiss will make the 

necessary arrangements and consideration of what form this should take 

to be agreed and who can attend in the May meeting.  

 

 

 

7.5 Litter Pick  - suggested for later in the year. Action Clerk to liaise with 

the Hawthorn’s school, the Bletchingley Village School and possibly the 

Islamic group.  

Action - The Clerk to contact the schools as well as find out from his 

predecessor the contact details in relation to the latter.  

 

 

 8. CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

One Planning Application was considered: 

 

(2019/599) 23 Clerk’s Croft – demolition of existing conservatory and rear ground 

extension to accommodate open plan/Kitchen space. 

The Council discussed this planning application and felt there were no reasons to 

object. 

 

 It was agreed NO OBJECTION. 

                        

 

 

   

 
9. REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 

 

 

 

9.1 Affordable Housing – The Clerk is awaiting confirmation back from Surrey 

Community action on the precise timing of the proposed Housing Needs 

Assessments which the Council previously approved should go ahead. 

 

9.2 Allotments/Fields – Allotment fee requests and agreements for the coming year 

have all been sent out. The Clerk is administering this, and in discussion with Cllr 

Sherlock, awaiting further comments from allotment holders about the possibilities 

of some form of Allotment Club at Stychens Lane. 
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9.3 CCTV – Nothing to report 

 

9.4 Cemetery – Cllr’s Kiss advised the latest status and provided the estimated costs 

for the cemetery planning extension of £1014 (£2028 x 50%). Cllr Kiss to pursue 

TDC for a final price but this was approved in principle in order to proceed quickly.  

 

9.5 Community Speedwatch – There are to be two new speed watch areas in the 

 village and two more residents have been trained and two further are being trained. 

  

9.6 Footpaths and Bridleways –nothing to report. 

  

9.7 Minerals and Environment – Cllr  Butler made the following points: 

 

Sibelco – there is a meeting on 15 May, to be preceded by a site visit at 6pm.  Cllr 

Sherlock will attend. 

 

QOG  - meeting 10 May at Granary Cottage 

 

Mercers – nothing to report 

 

IGas – nothing to report 

 

TAG – A25 – next Meeting is May 23rd at 7.30pm Whyte Hart, Bletchingley.   

 

Air Quality – further parallel running was agreed to ensure the air quality monitor is 

giving accurate information. The latest results from the PC Monitor were presented 

to the meeting. 

 

9.8 Neighbourhood Watch – Victim care and support unit launched. Scams still 

happening particularly by phone. Police Commissioner visiting Oxted School. 

Details on the Oxted School website.  

                                       

9.9    Sports Association - meeting on 10th April. TDC have confirmed that the plan 

for a Community Orchard has their support.  Cllr Glenn will try to obtain 

information from one of the chief facilitators of Limpsfield Community Orchard and 

will seek information about the Lingfield Community Orchard and revert to Cllr 

Baharier.  Cllr Trotman reported that the resignation of John Trott as a Trustee and 

his replacement by Mark Tantum had been reported by letter to TDC. 

 

9.10 Street Lighting – nothing to report. 

 

9.11 Transport – nothing to report. 

 

9.12 Tree Management – The quote from Nick Dance to prune the high street 
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                                               trees for £236 + VAT was approved. 

.          

9.13 Village Hall / Community Centre – A meeting of the Trustees of the 

Village Hall took place on 4th April when Gill Black assumed the role of Chairman 

of the Trustees. 

 

9.14 Website – a new hosting site would be investigated in the summer. 

. 

 10. FINANCE  

 

Payments agreed as follows: 

EP Mr G Dessent (Salary)                                                                                  642.79 

EP  HMRC (Salary –  Tax and NI)                                                                     195.09 

EP Clerk’s expenses (Reimbursement –  printer ink, stamps, envelopes)           62.25                                                                     

EP D A Landscaping (Cemetery)                                                                       560.00     

DD Plusnet Plc (Business Broadband)                                                                31.20                                                                                              

DD British Telecomm (BT bill for 01883 742922)                                              21.06                

DD Telecomm Consortium (Line rental for 01883 740263)                               15.00  

DD SES Water (LC Allotments)                                                                         13.00 

DD SES Water (Cemetery)                                                                                    8.00 

DD SES Water (Stychens Lane) Allotments)                                                        7.00 

 

TOTAL                                                                                                            1,555.39     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 Payment of £30 was approved for the hire of a meeting room in Church house in 

connection with the Parish Office.  As no invoice has been received, this sum should 

appear on the May Payments Schedule. 

 

   

 11. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 Letter from the Treasurer of the Youth Club, dealt with under item 7.  

 

12. MATTERS FOR REPORTING UPDATES OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE 

AGENDA 

Annual Parish Meeting - Suggested invitees/stands to be:- 

East Surrey Carers Support Association 

United Charities 

Bletchingley Skills Centre 

BPC Green Cemetery proposals 

Community Orchard 

Ironstone paving 

Dementia First 

TDC Locality Officer  

 

Action: - The Clerk to invite the charities /support associations to the Annual 
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Meeting.  

 

Future Agenda Items:  

 

• Bins in the Parish 

• Clerk’s Office 

• PC Stall at Village Fair 

• Litter Pick Hawthorns & other schools/groups 

• Christmas Lights 

• Progress on the sculpting of “sky watching benches” 

 

And Last but not least, the Chair noted that two Parish Councilors of over 35 years, 

Cllr Trotman and Cllr Butler were retiring and this would be their last general 

meeting. The Chair thanked them both for their contributions to the Council and the 

Parish and advised they would be sorely missed.  

 

 

 
13.DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

 

 

Planning Committee – 29 April 2019 

 

Full Council Meeting – 13 May  2019 

 

Annual Parish Meeting – 20th May 2019  

 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm  

 

 


