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1. MISSION STATEMENT  

The Council's Mission Statement/Community Engagement Statement is:- 

The Parish Council is committed to promote community spirit and pride in Bletchingley by: 

 Listening, consulting and acting on residents requests; 

 Helping to make Bletchingley a flourishing, pleasant and safe place to live and work; and 

 Enhancing and protecting the village’s historic buildings and areas of outstanding beauty. 

 

2. COUNCIL’S OBJECTIVES  

The Council's Objectives are to co-operate and liaise, where appropriate, with residents and 

existing village organisations for the general wellbeing of Bletchingley.  The Parish Council 

objectives are:- 

 To engage, whenever possible, in an open dialogue with residents, to understand their needs, 

and to explain how the Council will address these needs within the resources and powers 

available. 

 To understand the issues and aspirations of residents and promote these ideals for the future. 

 To provide high standard cost-effective services, to embrace progress and to help improve 

the quality of life across the village.  

 To enable, assist and encourage other local organisations and agencies to provide, develop 

and extend their services and encourage and promote local businesses. 

 To promote and represent the best interests of the village for the betterment of the local 

community. 

 To preserve and enhance the rural character and environment of the village and protect from 

urban encroachment while taking due consideration for providing additional dwellings for 

local people. 

 

3. INTRODUCTION 

This Annual Report outlines the workings and operations of the Parish Council during the last 

municipal year 2016/17. The aim of the report is to give a better understanding of the role the 

Council plays in issues relating to Bletchingley, as well as the work the Council has been 

involved in, and carried out, over the past year. 

 

4.  BRIEF HISTORY OF BLETCHINGLEY  

The charming village of Bletchingley, which is of medieval origin, is referred to in the 

Domesday Book as “Blachingelei 1086.  Woodland clearing of the family or followers of a man 

called Blaecca.  Old English personal name + leah.  It is located on the A25 between Redhill and 

Godstone and only six minutes from junction 6 of the M25.  2 main line train stations are located 

within 6 miles of the village with direct access through to London and other destinations.  Its 

historic centre contains many attractive listed buildings and part of the village is located within 

the green belt.   

Bletchingley was once a borough and market town and from 1294 it had two members of 

Parliament. Amongst the last representatives were Lord Palmerston and Lord Melbourne. 

Bletchingley Castle was first noted in 1160 as one of the four castles of Surrey. However, it was 

demolished after the Battle of Lewes in 1264, but the earthworks are still visible and are a 

Scheduled Monument. 

In the village centre Church Walk represents an early line of the main road, and here are some of 

the older local buildings. Alongside is the church of St. Mary which originates from over 900 
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years ago with a typically squat, 12th century tower. A spire was added later but was never 

replaced after destruction by lightning in 1606. Sir Thomas Cawarden (c.1514-1559) is buried in 

the church. He was Master of the Revels and Tents, and as such responsible for laying on royal 

entertainments. 

Bletchingley is well known for its specialist antique shops. While we have seen the closure of 

one pub in 2016, we still have 4 well frequented and vibrant pubs, all within walking distance of 

each other and offer a wide selection of menus and atmospheres. Other shops include a post 

office and newsagent, local convenience shops; coffee shop; hairdresser and an Indian restaurant. 

The area is served by a very good local school and private school, a well serviced village hall 

and Community Centre and now newly refurbished Church Hall.  

The Bowls Club, Model Racing Club, Bletchingley Players and Rifle Range Club all make use 

of the facilities at Grange Meadow which includes a children’s playground, Skate Park, 

basketball court and an area of outdoor adult gym equipment. The Parish Council is also working 

alongside and in support of the Sports Association to increase the number of users and ensure 

active use of the Sports Pavilion.  

Hevers Pond, located at the back of the field adjacent to Grange Meadow is spring fed and never 

been known to dry out (oral history recorded from 1850) when 80% of other Surrey ponds have 

dried out in drought conditions; and is home to many creatures including water stick insects, 

scorpions, caddis flies, water snails, rare amphibians - frogs, toads and 3 species of newts 

including the Great Crested Newt.  There is a full D. Book entry in Uvedale Lamberts History 

Vol 1, page 19, together with an English translation. 

The village also boasts a well maintained golf club and golf course. The North Downs and 

Greensand Way are all within easy walking distance of the Village.  From almost anywhere in 

the Village you are only 5 minutes’ walk from some lovely walks in the countryside. 

 

5. THE COMMUNITY OF BLETCHNGLEY  

Bletchingley Parish covers an area of approximately 5424 acres (8.47 miles²) and serves a 

population of approximately 2973 (Census 2011), 2234 of whom are on the electoral register as 

at 1 December 2014.  There are approximately 1250 dwellings in the area. The area spans from 

just above the M25 to running down the M23 and then cutting across to follow Outwood Lane 

before cutting across further along Greyhound Lane and then up north towards Godstone, and 

incorporating the Knights Garden Centre (recently closed) and further north to Pilgrims View 

point above the M25. 

 

6. WHAT IS A PARISH COUNCIL?  

A Parish Council is the third tier of local government – the first tier being Surrey County Council 

(“SCC”) and the second being Tandridge District Council (“TDC”).  It has nothing to do with the 

Parish Church and is run by a team of unpaid volunteers who make every effort to represent the 

views of all residents of Bletchingley and to provide the best possible services to residents of 

Bletchingley, through its own operations and by close liaison and partnership working with the 

District and County Councils and other representative bodies and agencies in the community.  

 

7. PARISH COUNCILLORS 

There are nine (9) Councillors that sit on Bletchingley Parish Council (“BPC”), and these are 

democratically elected on a four year cycle basis.  The current Council was elected and formed 

in May 2015 and is in office until May 2019.  Details of the current Councillors can be found 

earlier in this report or on our Website www.bletchingley.org.uk  

 

http://www.bletchingley.org.uk/
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8. COUNCIL MEETINGS  

The Parish Council has its main meeting on the second Monday of the month and a Planning 

meeting to deal with planning applications that fall in between Parish Council meetings, usually 

held on the last Monday of the month.   

The public can attend any of these meetings and ask questions on any item on the agenda within 

the Residents’ Requests section or stay behind after the meeting and ask questions on any areas 

of Council activity.  

Agendas and dates of meetings are published three working days before meetings and can be 

found on the BPC Notice Board located in the High Street or by visiting BPC’s web site.  

The agendas and minutes of meetings are also available for public inspection at the Parish 

Council offices upon request and are also placed on Council’s web site. 

 

Full Council  

Representation: 9 Councillors 

Chair: Cllr Sally-Anne Ray 

Vice-Chair:  Cllr Patricia Ann Glenn 

Meetings: Monthly (other than August) on the second Monday of each month. 

Business:  The overall policy & decision making body of the Council. 

Planning Committee  

Representation: 9 Councillors  

Chair: Cllr Dick Kiss 

Vice-Chair: Cllr Paul Tarrant 

Meetings: Monthly on the last Monday of each month and where necessary on the 

second Monday of August, with the exception of December. (Where 

Monday falls on a Bank holiday the meeting is the following day). 

Business: All planning matters relating to Bletchingley which fall in between Parish 

Council meetings 

 

9. BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:  

Organisation Councillor 

Sibelco Community Liaison Group Ann Butler 

Spynes Mere Conservation Management Group Ann Butler 

iGas Community Forum Ann Butler 

TAG A25 (“Traffic Action Group”) Ann Butler 

QOG (“Quarry Observation Group”) Ann Butler 

Surrey Tree Wardens Paul Tarrant, Ann Butler 

Bletchingley Village Hall Management Committee Paul Tarrant, Linda Baharier 

Redhill Aerodrome Consultative Committee 

Bletchingley Village Sports Association 

Patricia Ann Glenn,  Ann Butler 

Robert Trotman, Linda Baharier 
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10. WHAT THE PARISH COUNCIL COSTS 

The Council spent £51,090 last year (2016/17) to carry out its operations and works in the 

community and generated £54,701 in income from assets including precept and grants. 

This compares with £36,687 expenditure and £46,300 income in 2015/16.  

The Parish Council precept of £38,500 on the District Council Tax in 2016/17 equated to 

approximately £29.54 per household per year.  The Parish Council has maintained the same 

precept level of £38,500 for 2017/18 which means that this year the parish council element of 

Band D per household has dropped to £28.85. 

 

11. COMMUNITY ASSETS 

The Parish Council, on behalf of the community of Bletchingley, continues to be responsible for, 

and operates: 

 2 allotment sites (12 plots in Stychens Lane and 23 plots in Little Common Lane) 

 2 grazing fields (Stychens Lane and Whitepost Field on A25) 

 1 Cemetery 

 Stychens Lane Playing Field 

 Tilgate Common 

 Viewpoint, Caterham 

 The Pound (located by Castle Square) 

 The War Memorial 

 CCTV in various locations  

 Defibrillator located at St Catherine’s School  

 Various Street Furniture including Bus Shelter, Notice boards, Seats, Picnic tables,  

 Village Gateways & Village Sign, BT Telephone Kiosk, Christmas lights. 

 Winter Maintenance kit – Salt Spreader etc.  

 Air Quality Monitor (jointly in conjunction with Nutfield Parish Council) 

 

The Council is responsible for the maintenance and enhancement of all the above facilities. 

 

12. SUMMARY OF THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

The Statements of Accounts shown on the next page represent fairly the financial position of the 

Council as at 31 March 2017, and reflects its income and expenditure for the year 2016/17. 

 

Kim Wantling 

Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

April 2017 

  



 5 

Bletchingley Parish Council Receipts and Payments Account 

for year ended 31 March 2017 
   

  
2017 2016 

RECEIPTS 
   Precept 
 

38,500.00  38,500.00  

Interest Receivable 
 

25.94  22.98  

Allotment rents & key deposits 
 

1,055.00  1,150.00  

Field Rents 
 

1488.25 727.00  

Cemetery 
 

2,320.00  2,915.00  

Website 
 

485.00  475.00  

CCTV 
 

150.00   150.00   

Grants/Donations 
 

1500.00 0.00 

CIL Receipts 
 

7279.15   0.00    

General Administration 
 

0.00  0.00    

VAT Reclaimed 
 

1,497.37  1,960.44  

Insurance Claims (Misc) 
 

0.00   0.00    

Village Hall Rent  400.00  400.00  

Bletchingley Village Fair 
 

0.00    0.00    

Total Receipts 
 

54,700.71 46,300.42  

    PAYMENTS 
   Parks & Opens Spaces 
 

2,015.60 1,953.80  

Allotments 
 

2,508.17 1,146.66  

Fields 
 

2,981.00 0.00 

Highways & Rights of Way  5,109.94 0.00 

CCTV Costs  1,153.74 1,403.74  

CCTV Call Out Charges  200.00 0.00 

Cemetery  9,320.80 11,722.75 

S137 Payments  0.00 0.00 

CIL Payments  2,426.38 0.00 

Website  21.99 37.81  

Village Hall  520.00 538.00  

Subscriptions  1,160.37 1,196.44 

Donations  450.00 675.00 

Insurance  931.27 895.02 

VAT  3,817.82 1,497.37 

Parish Clerk Salary  9876.56 9,579.93  

Parish Clerk Expenses  216.00 216.00 

Parish Clerk Employers NI and Tax  598.00 437.80 

Parish Clerk Pension  2,943.12 0.00 

Stationery + Reference Books  287.48 319.34 

Chairman's Allowance  560.00 560.00 

Auditors Fees  428.92 447.92 

Legal Costs  256.00 0.00 

General Administration/Misc  284.35 812.88 

Christmas Tree Lights  1927.25 0.00 

Training for Clerks and Councillors  200.00 312.50 

Hog Roast for Village Fair   166.00 119.00 

Public Works Loan board (PWLB)  0.00 2,104.23 

PWLB Interest  0.00 40.97 

Telephone/Broadband 
 

729.34 670.21 

Winter Maintenance 
 

0.00 0.00 

Total Payments 
 

51,090.10 36,687.37  

NET RECEIPTS/(PAYMENTS) for the year 
 

3,610.61 9,613.05 
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13. REPORTS FROM CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLORS 

Chairman’s Report by Cllr Sally-Anne Ray, Chairman 

As can be seen from the following report, the Parish Council is committed to representing the 

views of all residents and to make a difference in ensuring that Bletchingley continues to be a 

flourishing, pleasant and safe place to live and work.  

In the financial year 2016/2017 we listened to your concerns and oversaw activity and progress 

in the following areas:-  

 The continual campaigning on issues facing the village including Air Quality and the 

increasing amount of HGV traffic on our roads. 

 The funding and installation of an Air Monitor sensor in conjunction with Nutfield Parish 

Council to monitor air quality. 

 The completion of the digital recreation of the Cemetery records to allow for easy access 

and reference.  

 The ongoing funding work to enhance Grange Meadow facilities which included an 

Outdoor Adult Gym, and better CCTV and lighting over the play areas.  

 Tree work in the High Street as well as ongoing hedge & vegetation clearance at Tilgate 

Common, Little Common Lane, High Street, Allotments and the Cemetery to improve 

overall amenity as well as to remove any trees that were deemed unsafe.  

 Supporting Tandridge with its Affordable Housing scheme which is currently undergoing 

construction.  

I would like to thank our councillors (Parish, District and County), the Clerk as well as all local 

volunteers for the time and effort they give freely to the community. This includes the Village 

Hall Management Committee, the Sports Association, the Village Fair Committee, Bletchingley 

in Bloom, Neighbourhood Watch and the Footpath volunteers who all give up their time freely 

and help make Bletchingley such an enjoyable, pleasant and safe place to live.   

Last but not least please do take the time to drop in to our Annual Parish Meeting even if you can 

only make it for 10 minutes. Like last year, this will be an informal event over a free glass of 

wine or a cup of tea. This is an opportunity for you to ask us questions, as well as tell us what 

you think we ought to be concentrating on as a council for 2017/18.  

Affordable Housing by Cllr Robert Trotman 

The Parish Council has not progressed its own proposal regarding 

affordable housing in Bletchingley during the year, deciding to support 

instead the Tandridge District Council (TDC) approved development for 10 

houses and flats on part of the playing field at the top of Coneybury. 

Construction work on this new housing project is already underway. The 

Construction work is expected to be completed by the end of 2017. As this scheme will be 

developed as a Rural Exception Scheme, the properties will only be let to those applicants on the 

Council’s housing register who either live in Bletchingley or have a close connection to the 

village. The homes will never be able to be brought under the Right to Buy and will always be let 

in perpetuity for people of the village. Should you have a housing need and are interested in 

one of these properties please come along to the Annual Parish meeting on the 15
th

 of May 

where you can discuss the registration process with a Tandridge representative.  

TDC, with Bletchingley Parish Council backing has also recently been granted planning 

permission in respect of the nearby redundant garage site at the rear of 108-110 Coneybury. The 

development of 3 x 2 bedroom houses and 1 x 2 bedroom bungalow will provide additional 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYjrPy6djTAhUKuhQKHR8cAIkQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/2e0b3b90cfcf29d76a539f8baf5128c3d1d2873c/affordable-housing-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNGKveRhYmBQx7_YjqS1P6eGTY6PyQ&ust=1494076248181268
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housing to meet local need and work is expected to start work within the next 6-8 weeks and will 

be expected to be completed by March 2018.  

Once both these projects have been completed, Bletchingley Parish Council will further assess 

any additional housing need and if required will then look to move forward with its own scheme.   

Allotments by Cllr Sherlock 

The parish council is responsible for two sites. The rent from April 2017 

will be £35 per annum.  Both sites have two water taps and water is 

supplied free of charge.  The Little Common Lane site incurs the cost of 

hedge cutting annually.  At the time of writing, there are two vacant plots. 

Anyone who would like to take on a plot this year please contact the parish 

clerk. 

Allotment competition.  The council runs an annual competition for the best kept allotment.  All 

allotment holders are automatically entered, unless they specify not. 

CCTV by Cllr Sally-Anne Ray 

We currently own and operate six CCTV cameras which are sited in the 

centre of the village and aimed at communal areas such as the Village Hall car 

park, the War Memorial, Church House and the Bus Stop.   

A beneficial side effect of the new camera system is that this also means that 

users of the Village Hall and Community Centre also have access to wifi.  

We are currently investigating upgrading the camera’s to ensure a higher resolution and an 

enhanced night vision.  

Cemetery by Cllr Linda Baharier 

The deficit in the Cemetery Accounts this year is £7,001, a decrease of 

£1,807 from last year’s deficit.  The scanning of all the burial records and 

transcribing them has been completed and all the records have now been 

included on an electronic database which will be available to see at the 

Annual Parish Meeting.  The next phase is to check the accuracy of the 

scanned records and link the new details across to the maps.  

The fees and regulations remained unchanged in 2016/17.  The site continues to be well 

maintained. 

Finance by Cllr Anthony Cock 

Bletchingley Parish Council have pleasure in submitting the accounts for the year 

ended 31 March 2017, at the same time expressing our thanks to the Clerk for her 

continued dedication in maintaining accurate accounts which will be available for 

public viewing on dates to be confirmed between June and July.  These dates will 

be posted for public viewing on the Parish Notice Board at the appropriate time. 

The Parish Council have examined in detail the budget prepared in January this year to ensure 

that the demands being placed on them have been carefully costed. We reviewed the current 

precept and agreed that it was not necessary to increase it for the coming year. 

The Parish Council during the 2015-16 financial year decided to convert its historic cemetery 

records to a more manageable and accessible database.  This has now been completed.  The 

Parish Council has continued to support ‘Bletchingley in Bloom’ in their efforts to maintain the 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=bOAbZ2kg&id=DD084784ED39E633977CE26B0D4475372A426FB7&thid=OIP.bOAbZ2kgZdko1Cm92laApgDmEs&q=finance+clipart+black+and+white&simid=608011493314070353&selectedIndex=2&qft=+filterui:license-L2_L3_L4_L5_L6_L7
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-toXM5tjTAhUM7xQKHVSLDrwQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/4d0fb0a7a0a5fff884ac44c064433db2d600e999/allotment-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNHn5z5UcehB2Ropf9kluRJT9u6W-w&ust=1494075001143911
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZ39WT59jTAhXIuhQKHbbwAzoQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/763d51c7be9579d683bdcfa3fe7299f8d354a233/cctv-camera-images-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNEAfnda5XIIgVdQrn78uI_HQ0k5Lg&ust=1494075459231761
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flower beds in Rabies Heath Road, Grange Meadow, Howard Cundey Corner and outside the 

Red Lion.  Bletchingley in Bloom also planted more daffodils throughout the Village. 

During the year the Parish became entitled to £7,279 under the Community Infrastructure Levy 

(CIL) it has been decided that £2,426 of this should be applied to fund the Air Quality Monitor 

installed on the A25 between Bletchingley and Nutfield. We welcome ideas as to how best to 

spend the remaining amount at the Annual Parish Meeting.   

The income during the year has fallen slightly from allotment rents and the cemetery. The Parish 

Council assisted at the Village Fair by providing a Hog Roast, which was well received by the 

public. This cost £166 after sales were taken into account. 

Expenditure was largely in line with forecast except for the expenditure on provision of a NEST 

pension fund for the Clerk in line with government legislation. 

The Parish Council has also made donations towards St. Catherine’s Hospice, Royal British 

Legion Poppy Appeal, St Mary’s Bletchingley Magna Carta Weekend, Oxted Citizen Advice and 

Bureau and Surrey Crime stoppers. 

Footpaths by Cllr Patricia Glenn – Vice Chairman 

Our volunteer footpath warden system is working well.  Surrey County Council 

have asked that where possible their on line system for reporting footpath 

problems is used.  However if you do not have internet access then problems can, 

as previously, be reported to the Clerk (with footpath numbers and grid reference 

please) who will enter them onto the Surrey portal. 

One of the footpaths at the top of Coneybury has been temporarily re-routed 

whilst the housing construction is being carried out.  

The permissive footpath through Town Meadow has been closed; however a group of residents is 

hoping to establish the former path over the Meadow as a public right of way. 

Environment & Mineral Issues by Cllr Ann Butler 

Minerals:- Sibelco: - North Park Farm Quarry:  We are glad to report 

that restoration is well under way with replanting.  Sheep are grazing on 

the north slopes and the bridleway has been reinstated. 

Pendell Quarry:  Sand extraction is proceeding as planned.  Important 

archaeological work, required by the planning permission, continues and 

the reports are awaited.  The next quarry community liaison meeting is this May. 

Spynes Mere: The Management Group, which includes members from Sibelco, SCC, Surrey 

Wildlife Trust (SWT), community groups and BPC, has met twice after a gap of several years, 

including one site visit. Acqua Sports is now funding their marina. There are currently no fish 

recorded in the Mere and there are indications that feral mink are present. Unexpectedly, since 

the New Year SWT, which leases Nutfield Marsh from Sibelco, has been undergoing structural 

reorganisation, and will no longer employ the regional rangers, who have been running teams of 

volunteers who undertake all their valuable conservation work. However, recently-planned 

projects have been completed. Silt from the quarry sand-processing plant is pumped into the 

lagoon and soon the pipe outflow will have to be moved to preserve the water at sufficient depth 

for the wildlife. Vegetation will be controlled and the path kept clear so that dog-walkers, bird 

watchers and the wider community can continue to enjoy this conservation area. 

Mercers Quarry: - Glebe Lake, south of the proposed working area, is now being partially filled 

with imported material. Site offices with car parking have been built. Sand extraction is due to 

begin shortly. An average of 150 HGV movements per day is anticipated. Unfortunately most of 

this will be travelling through the village. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=XBDpUiaM&id=5770D6FE52DC984CE7E1A4B6627A110D8ACB6802&thid=OIP.XBDpUiaMisfcW_CWGpzmfADaEs&q=Walking+Path+Clip+Art&simid=608047309044453095&selectedIndex=1&qft=+filterui:license-L2_L3_L5_L6
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGoq6569jTAhXIWxQKHTv3D3EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/geology-clipart&psig=AFQjCNHikCRBd47dPe9GiMC2tSAJEa2a3Q&ust=1494076616864394
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IGas: - Gas and oil extraction continues from the 2 wells at King’s Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road. 

The hedge and treeline to the west of the wellsite is the Bletchingley/Godstone Parish boundary. 

Gas will be converted to electricity on site and supply the National Grid. Oil is piped to the Esso 

supply system. All generated traffic travels south to the A22 and does not go through either 

Godstone or Bletchingley. We have been assured that work at this site will involve no fracking. 

Last year’s planning permission is for 15 years extraction. Recent planning applications, to 

which we have not objected, are to fulfil the conditions of that permission, and concern new site 

offices and loos, landscaping, pipeline laying, drainage and secure fencing.   

TAG-A25: - As reported last year, the group has become increasing concerned about the 

potentially poor air quality along our stretch of  the  A25, which is impacted by the effects of  

local traffic, the 2 motorways, Gatwick airport and 3 sand quarries. Our District Council, the 

responsible body, apparently cannot afford to monitor levels of fine airborne particulates, which 

can cause health problems, so Bletchingley and Nutfield Parish Councils have joint-funded a 

particulate Air Monitor sensor sited on the A25 near the access to Mercers Quarry and data are 

being collected. TAG-A25 has added a NOx sensor. If high levels of pollutants are recorded over 

a year, the District Council has agreed to accept their monitoring responsibility. For those of you 

that are interested in knowing more about the effects of Air pollution and seeing the first results 

of our new Air Monitor please come along to the Annual meeting where we have Leon Hibbs a 

R&BBC Environmental Health Officer at hand to answer any questions. 

  

Village Hall/Community Centre by Cllr Linda Baharier 

Despite many applications to various bodies for funding for new chairs, we 

have not been able to raise any funds, so it has been decided to purchase 125 

new chairs & trolleys from our funds and later in the year hold a race 

evening to raise some funds for another 30.  If anyone would like to buy a 

chair or part buy, please contact Debbie or myself.  It was decided that the 

infra-red lights did not make enough difference for the extra money so the 

lights have been left as they are. The Village Hall and Community centre continues to be a well 

utilised village asset, with at least one party celebrating the youngest of our community every 

New Air Monitor installed in early 

2017 by Bletchingley Parish 

Council in conjunction with 

Nutfield Parish Council and the 

Surrey Members’ Allocation Fund.  
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week and weddings and dinner dances showing how the hall can be dressed up.  So please 

remember us when you have that special something to celebrate. 

Neighbourhood Watch/Police Liaison by Cllr Paul Tarrant 

Once again a sincere thanks to Di Turner who puts so much effort into the 

Bletchingley Neighbourhood Watch and Neighbourhood Watch in Tandridge.  

Without Di’s efforts and enthusiasm it is unlikely Bletchingley would be as safe 

or low in crime as it currently is.  Unfortunately there are currently 11 vacancies 

for NHW coordinators in the following parts of the village: 

 

• Church Lane - 19 houses 

• Nos. 31-41 Coneybury - 11 houses 

• Hart Close - 16 houses 

• All 3 sections of High Street - 25 houses in each 

• Crescent Road - 28 houses 

• Lamberts Cottages - 21 houses 

• Outwood Lane - Rhu Ellen to the Rectory on that side only (11) 

• Stychens Lane - 16 houses 

• Stychens Close - 21 flats 

The NHW can only function properly if there is a network of people covering the whole village 

so if you feel that you could help and would like to get involved please contact Di on 01883 

743598.   

Policing has remained much the same as last year.  Each area has kept their allocated PCSOs.  

However the changing nature of crime in the area means that we see less of them. 

The police remain concerned at the number of calls to them are about parking, nuisance 

neighbours, fly-tipping and other matters which are not their business.  There should be dealt 

with by the local council, social services or other agencies. With cuts the police have seen they 

can no longer act as social workers and are advising the public to think twice before ringing 999 

when 101 would avoid the unnecessary deployment of officers and may prevent a serious crime 

elsewhere.  999 should be used for crimes in progress or where there is a threat of harm. 

WATCH OUT FOR BANKING SCAMS BY PHONE: In April several Bletchingley people 

were phoned by "The Fraud Office" (which doesn't exist!) telling them their cards or accounts 

had been "compromised" and asking for information which we should all know by now never to 

divulge to ANYONE, no matter how convincing.  Most of the recipients were savvy and 

reported the approach to the police who took action.  But be warned and NEVER, never, never 

give your bank details over the phone and especially not your pin number.   

Planning by Cllr Dick Kiss 

The Parish Council has statutory rights to be consulted by the District 

Council on all planning issues determined by the District and County Council 

within the parish.  

Planning issues are normally the longest item on the Parish Council agenda 

and one which is most often of interest to inhabitants.  The Parish Council is 

obliged to respond to planning submissions within 3 weeks of the validation 

of the application by the District Council and for this reason the Parish 

Council considers applications at the Full Council meeting (usually the second Monday of each 

month) and again at Planning Committee meetings (usually on the last Monday of each month). 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=GsXPGudo&id=47D226D44463F99A7999F46C03567636C14C8D71&thid=OIP.GsXPGudopvtBrM9ZbO65pgCFDI&q=neighbourhood+watch&simid=608027419056473945&selectedIndex=20&qft=+filterui:license-L2_L3_L5_L6
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjdrLK-7NjTAhUBtBQKHcfcDhoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.timepose.com/office-building-cartoon-drawing_burning-building-clip-art-building-plan-royalty-free_13.html&psig=AFQjCNES2mLRv4MQ6b1-XdqqGNmsIeEW-Q&ust=1494076923458097
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It should be made clear that the Parish Council does not decide planning issues, but rather 

comments to the District Council using its local knowledge.  This can be important in 

contentious applications as an objection by the Parish Council may help ensure that an 

application is then considered by the full planning committee of the District Council and not by 

the council officers alone. 

In recent times there have been some significant changes in the planning system, most notably 

the introduction of “Permitted Development” and now, for a limited period up to May 2018, 

these rights have been extended to allow an increase in depth of rear extensions from 4m to 8m 

for a detached dwelling and from 3m to 6m for other dwellings – this additional right brings with 

it the requirement for neighbour consultation.  Permitted Development takes some householder 

applications out of the normal planning system, although it is wise to consult with the planning 

authority to ensure that they are satisfied the proposals are compliant and that a “Certificate of 

Lawfulness” can be granted to avoid any future controversy about the works. 

If any parishioner is considering building alterations, additions or demolitions it is always worth 

consulting the Tandridge Planning Department for advice – it is also wise to consult on work to 

trees, walls and fences.   Keep in mind that Bletchingley Village and certain other parts of the 

parish are Conservation Areas which demand additional restrictions while the remainder of the 

parish is in Green Belt. 

TDC Planning are in process of changing their method of working and paper planning 

documents will no longer be sent to Howard Cundey’s offices for viewing by parishioners.  The 

intension is for all applications to be viewed only on line on TDC’s website or at the TDC 

Offices in Oxted. (http://www.tandridge.gov.uk/Planning/default.htm).  We would wish to thank 

Howard Cundey for all their past help.  

Sports Association by Cllr Robert Trotman 

The Sports Association is the coordinating body for the resident clubs and 

main users of Grange Meadow. The Meadow is owned under a trust deed by 

Tandridge District Council and is leased to the Sports Association Trustees, 

currently Peter Friend, Robert Trotman and John Trott.  The drama hut, 

skateboard ramp and children’s play park are administered directly by TDC 

and are not included in the lease. 

In July 2016 the Bletchingley football club finally collapsed after a last valiant attempt to survive 

and during the winter while the pavilion was unoccupied a major flood from a burst pipe 

occurred which put the building out of action for nearly four months while TDC carried out the 

necessary repairs. 

This somewhat hampered the search for new tenants but we are currently in negotiations with a 

local established football club to use the pavilion and field on a full-time basis and another 

regular day-time user has also been found. In addition, the fitness training activity based in the 

green hut (former old cricket hut) has been growing and discussions are currently undergoing for 

this to continue.   

The current lease from TDC expires in 2024 and the trustees have begun discussions with the 

Parish Council about taking over responsibility for Grange Meadow as a community asset, and 

the Council has already agreed to help the sports association through critical periods while 

replacement clubs and users need to be found. 

The Sports Association are also in discussions with a replacement cricket club in the place of the 

Bletchingley cricket club which closed some years ago or failing that the new football club seem 

keen to make use of a second pitch.  The Bletchingley Bowls club, the rifle club and the model 

car racing club continue to thrive, thanks to active memberships and good leadership. 

http://www.tandridge.gov.uk/Planning/default.htm
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=5gHFCwpl&id=9E4C61DA67C0BE8B22920E1BFC00169281492697&thid=OIP.5gHFCwpll_AGbfgp7L1aIQEsEP&q=All+Sports+Clip+Art&simid=608028187860862926&selectedIndex=0&qft=+filterui:license-L2_L3_L5_L6
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Grange Meadow by Cllr Linda Baharier 

The Adult Playground – Outdoor Gym including some of the road 

lighting & some CCTV cameras were installed during 2016 and have 

already shown their usefulness.  However, the money for the 

improvements to the access road, proper marked parking with designated 

disabled parking bays, disabled access to all properties and equipment on 

the site and complete CCTV coverage still needs to be raised.  

Unfortunately last year we were not successful with our application for 

some of the CIL money from TDC. But that is not going to stop us & we 

will reapply in 17/18 as well as making applications elsewhere. 

Community Speedwatch by Cllr Paul Tarrant 

The Speedwatch team is growing and will be carrying out 

additional sessions in the village at one of the 4 official sites.  The 

Speedwatch sessions are generally monthly, at random and aimed at 

maintaining a speed of 30mph through the village.  Each session 

nets 25 plus speeders and they are reported to the police.  More volunteers helps to spread the 

load so if you would like to help please contact Di Turner on 01883 743598.   

Tree Management by Cllr Paul Tarrant 

The Parish Council continue to maintain the trees on Tilgate Common, the 

Cemetery, Stytchens Field and the allotments at Little Common Lane and Stychens 

sites.  These trees have been resurveyed so that the Parish Council can continue to 

manage the trees for the good of the village.  The trees outside the Whyte Hart are 

being maintained at their current size with annual pruning.   

Footpath volunteers continue with minor tree work to help maintain the extensive footpaths in 

the parish.  Some trees along the Greensand Way at the eastern side of the village have recently 

been felled.  It is always a shame to see trees felled however in this case there was a valid safety 

reason.  The overall effect has however opened the area up and the bluebells have thrived as a 

result.  Always a silver lining. 

Transport by Cllr Glenn 

Gatwick Airport - As villagers will know, the Government has decided 

that the new runway in the South East should be built at Heathrow.  

However, the Government is at present consulting on the Draft Airports 

National Policy Statement which gives effect to this decision.  Question 2 

in the consultation asks people if they agree with the decision to choose 

Heathrow rather than Gatwick. If you wish to respond (whether to support the Heathrow decision 

or otherwise) you can do so by e mail to runwayconsultation@dft.gsi.gov.uk by the 25 May, with 

brief reasons.  The Parish Council will also be responding to the consultation.  

The DfT is also undertaking a separate consultation on Airspace Framework i.e. aircraft noise 

and flight paths.  Again the date for response is 25 May and the Parish Council will be 

submitting a response. The Parish Council very recently also responded to the Gatwick, 

Heathrow and Stansted night flights consultation. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiT4OeQ7djTAhVD0RQKHUNNA64QjRwIBw&url=https://www.kingssutton.org/about-kings-sutton/parish-council/community-speed-watch-kings-sutton/&psig=AFQjCNFflGtKpm6BF3VBuun66RKMydF67A&ust=1494077052745062
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiUm47b89jTAhXFbxQKHbfkCWIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.okclipart.com/Outdoor-Fitness-Clipart30ispgvrio/&psig=AFQjCNHLSUy-_GN9e55X47RJJEv1jmRJQQ&ust=1494078813432867
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwizkqKu9NjTAhVIXBQKHQ1cBZwQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/eeb48294b63f4b77acfe1c352e6d8d2d5845bd49/airplane-clipart-free.html&psig=AFQjCNFAOpx_m3IpzMczm5EVdGzTr0Zj-A&ust=1494079029873769
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Finally, the Civil Aviation Authority announced on 7th April its approval of the revised 

departure Route 4 from Gatwick Airport.  This is a route where aircraft take off to the west and 

then turn right through 180o to fly east on a concentrated path between Horley and Reigate.  

Whilst this route is a distance from Bletchingley, we note with concern that in light of the 

number of protest received in relation to this route, the CAA have instructed Gatwick to 

investigate the possibility of a second route further north, to be used possibly on alternate days.     

Biggin Hill Airport - The Airport is proposing that the new flight path mentioned in last year’s 

report will now move further north, so that planes fly over the M25.  Biggin Hill Airport has also 

announced that Noise and Track Keeping System (similar to the Casper System at Gatwick) is 

now operational.  It can be accessed at www.LBHACommunity.co.uk . 

Redhill Aerodrome - The Parish Council continues to be represented on the Redhill Aerodrome 

Consultative Committee.   You will all be aware of the proposal to create a “Garden Village” on 

part of the site of the Aerodrome and that this is likely to be included in the next iteration of the 

local plan.  A representative of the Parish Council attended the meeting at which the proposal 

was explained.  It is clear that the viability of the proposal rests on permission being given for 

the proposed new motorway junction. 

M23 Smart Motorway proposal - It has recently come to the Parish Council’s attention that 

Highways England is proposing that Junctions 8-10 of the M23 should be converted to “smart 

motorway” entailing the hard shoulder being used as a traffic lane in periods of congestion.   We 

are glad to report that Highways England have recently confirmed that Lanes 1 and 3 will 

definitely be resurfaced with low noise surfacing and lanes 2 and 3 may also be resurfaced with 

the low noise surfacing thus hopefully mitigating the additional noise that extending to the hard 

shoulder would have generated. 

Website by Cllr Sally-Anne Ray, Chairman 

There continues to be regular usage of the Bletchingley Village website 

for village news (www.bletchingley.org.uk/) with over a thousand visits a 

month.  The most popular pages are the Village News and Village Diary 

which are continuously updated and are also sent out via a monthly e-

newsletter to over 200 villagers.  There is also a growing amount of visits 

to the updated Village Hall Section which has the latest information as to 

the events and Club bookings and also the Pricing and Terms and 

Conditions and Village Hall contact information should you be interested in hiring the hall. 

Advert revenues were £485 and once hosting costs were taken out, resulted in a net profit of 

£463 which added to the Parish coffers. 

If you have any ideas about what you would like to see on the Website, or villagers who wish to 

be added to the e-letter distribution list or provide news or give notice of events in Bletchingley 

please contact sally.ray@btinternet.com 

Clerk’s update – by Kim Wantling 

Bletchingley in Bloom continues to get the full financial support of the Parish 

Council in maintaining their existing projects which enhance the village.  The 

spring bulbs have produced a mass of colour throughout the village with many 

residents and non-residents commenting on the lovely display as they drive 

through our village.  Anyone interested in joining the group please contact Pamela 

Cock or the Parish Clerk for more details. The Parish Council are grateful to TDC 

for their continued support with the clearance of collected rubbish following Bletchingley in 

Bloom work parties which are held each month.   

 

http://www.bletchingley.org.uk/
mailto:sally.ray@btinternet.com
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiWls7S8tjTAhVLvRQKHU94ALEQjRwIBw&url=http://basdup.boxip.net/website-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNGdj_T0AM48NBk1xVC8IVyI9Gnsdg&ust=1494078494533607


 14 

I would like to thank all Councillors for their continued support and look forward to another 

good year.  
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Annual Village Meeting in the Community Centre  

 

Monday 15
th

 May 2017 from 7pm 
 

The Annual Village Meeting is to be held on Monday 15
th
 May 2017 at the 

Community Centre.  Feel free to drop in at any time between 7.00pm to 8.30pm. 

This is a PUBLIC MEETING but in an informal setting to allow you an 

opportunity over a glass of wine to quiz the Parish Council on what we have been 

up to over the last twelve months.  

This is also an ideal time to let us know what you think needs improvement in the 

village and what our priorities as a Parish Council should be. All ideas are very 

welcome. 

At the event there will also be stalls and information on:  

 Air Quality Monitoring – Come and see the early results of our Air Quality 

Monitor and an opportunity to have your questions answered by a 

representative in the field. 

 An update on the progress of Affordable Housing developments in 

Bletchingley and an opportunity to register should you have a housing need.  

– Peter Trowbridge (Development Manager (Housing) for TDC) 

 Review the BPC Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2017 

 Our Bletchingley Cemetery records updated digitally and 'on line'  

 The latest plans for an enhancement to Grange Meadow facilities  

 Examples of Tree Carving for a possible project in the village 

 Neighbourhood Watch – What it is and how to get involved – Di Turner 


