
 

BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT – March 2017 

 

Allotments - The large section of hedge at the Little Common Lane allotments was cut down 

in height and the ground levelled off enough to allow future cuts to be undertaken by tractor 

to help keep maintenance costs down.  The water was turned off in November and will be 

turned back on again when the risk of ground frost has gone.  At the time of writing this 

report, all plots are occupied.  Some have been very well maintained, whilst others are in need 

of some work to get them up to a suitable cultivated state for the start of the new growing 

season.  Anyone interested in a plot should contact the Clerk by email or post to ensure that 

that they are placed on the waiting list ready for the renewal period at the end of March which 

is when any vacancies are likely to occur. 

Stychens Lane Grazing Field – The new tenant is now grazing his two ponies in the newly 

fenced field.  

White Post Grazing Field – The tenancy on this field was continued and the new UK Power 

Networks substation has been installed.  

Finance – The Parish Council considered the budget review and precept forecast at its 

December meeting and agreed that it would maintain its current level of precept at £38,500 

for a further year.  

A25 Air Quality Monitor – The Parish Council, along with Nutfield Parish Council has 

finally purchased the Air Quality Monitor which by the time this goes to print will hopefully 

be installed and receiving data on the local air quality.  

Gatwick Airport – We now know that a second runway will not be built at Gatwick in the 

immediate future. 

If you are concerned about noise from aircraft then please see the article on the web site/in the 

Parish magazine in the January/February 2017 edition and tell the Clerk, so that we can 

monitor the situation and if need be make representations to the Airport. 

The representatives for Kent and Surrey on the Noise Management Board are Clive Pearman 

of Sevenoaks and Helyn Clack of Mole Valley respectively. 

The Noise Management Board held its first public meeting on the 31 January 2017.  A 

representative of the Parish Council attended and it was confirmed that the Board will now 

consider the question of alleviation of noise generated by departing aircraft. 

The latest figures from Gatwick reveal that the airports long haul services grew by 26.8% and 

of its forecast for the most popular destinations (7 in number) in 2017, 6 are to westerly 

destinations, so we may experience further increase in noise events to those that we are 

currently experiencing when aircraft take off to the East. 



Further, a document recently published by Sustainable Aviation reveals that airlines have 

implemented take-off procedures that provide a significant reduction in NOx (nitrogen 

dioxide) emissions.  However, these measures mean that an aircraft will be slightly lower 

along its flight path and as a result the noise levels under the flight path may be slightly 

increased. 

Two of the long haul destinations that experienced the highest percentage passenger increase 

in 2016 were Toronto (97%) and New York (123%), although Toronto was one of the new 

destinations announced for the year. As for short haul, the destination with the second largest 

percentage passenger increase was Belfast (83%).  Gatwick believes that the latter is “Game 

of Thrones” related. 

The Department of Transport Consultation on Night Noise was not, in fact, published until 19 

January 2017 and the Council’s response to this will be considered at its February meeting.  

Notwithstanding the delay in publishing this consultation document (it was expected in early 

November 2016) the end date for the consultation remains 28 February 2017. 

   

Footpaths – As a result of the withdrawal of access to Town Meadow some residents are 

hoping to establish that a right of way exists over the meadow.  If you have had experience of 

using the footpath for more than 20 years, and are willing to give your support to this 

initiative you should let the Clerk know and she will pass your details on to the relevant 

residents. 

 

Affordable Housing – You will be aware that Tandridge Council with the support of 

Bletchingley Parish Council gained planning consent last year for a development of 10 houses 

and flats on part of the playing field at the top of Coneybury. Construction work on this new 

housing project has now started. One of the first things the contractor will do is to construct a 

temporary road into the site from which the permanent access road will be constructed; and to 

fence the site for security and safety reasons. The footpath and access into the site will be 

temporary diverted via the old garage site whilst this initial work is undertaken for safety 

reasons. Construction parking is planned for the site itself but in the early stages of the project 

the contractor will be using the old garage site. 

How to Apply for one of these Properties? 

The construction is expected to take 8-10 month to complete. As this scheme will be 

developed as a Rural Exception Scheme, the properties would only be let to those applicants 

on the Council’s housing register who either live in Bletchingley or had a close connection to 

the village. The homes will never be able to be bought under the Right to Buy and will always 

be let in perpetuity for people of the village. Should you have a housing need and are 

interested in one of these properties please e-mail customerservices@tandridge.gov.uk or call 

01883 722000 or come along to the Annual Parish Meeting on the 15
th

 of May where you can 

discuss the registration process with Tandridge representatives.  

 

Planning application for the Old garage site 

Tandridge Council has also recently submitted a planning application in respect of the nearby 

redundant garage site at the rear of 108 – 110 Coneybury. The development of 3 x 2 bedroom 

houses and 1 x 2 bedroom bungalow will provide additional housing to meet local need. 

Depending on how close you live to the garage site you may already have been contacted by the 

planning department as part of the formal planning consultation process. If the planning application is 

successful the plan is to develop these homes in conjunction with the larger scheme using the same 

contractor. 

mailto:customerservices@tandridge.gov.uk


 A date for your diaries – You are invited to attend the Annual Parish Meeting on the 15th of May 

2017 between 7pm and 8:30pm.  The meeting will be held in the Bletchingley Community 

Centre. As well as an opportunity to ask questions of the Parish Council and find out what we have 

been doing for the community in the last year, there will be stands /updates on the Air Quality 

Monitor, the Cemetery digitalization project, and Tandridge Council will be there to discuss the 

Affordable Housing projects and to accept registrations from any villagers applying for one of the 

local properties. We hope to also have a “Historical Bletchingley” display. Please do come along if 

only for 10 minutes. It’s your opportunity to express your opinion and if that’s not enough to temp 

you, a glass of wine or cup of tea will be provided free of charge to help get the ideas flowing. The 

Parish Council look forward to seeing you on the night.   

 

Sally-anne Ray – Chairman  
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