
 

BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT – June 2017 

Allotments - The fees for 2017/18 are £35 per plot.  There are two plots on the Stychens Lane 

site which are still vacant.  Anyone interested in a plot should contact the Clerk by email or 

post. 

Finance – The Financial accounts for the Parish Council have been finalised and agreed and 

will shortly be going off to the External Auditor for review.  The precept remained unchanged 

at £38,500.  The Accounts are currently available for viewing by contacting the Parish Clerk 

to arrange a convenient time.    

A25 Air Quality Monitor – This is now up and running and recording fine dust levels 

generated at present largely by traffic, but that later this summer there may be an increase in 

dust following the start of sand extraction at Mercers Quarry.  We discussed improved local 

weather-forecasting which could facilitate quarry dust mitigation under windy dry conditions.  

Concerns over recent episodes of dust on their parked cars were expressed by visitors from 

Tilgate Common and Outwood Lane.   

Gatwick Airport – The Parish Council re-iterated its reasons for opposing Gatwick’s 

published proposal for a second runway to be constructed at the airport.  With the dissolution 

of Parliament and the consequent cessation of the Transport Select Committee’s work on the 

Heathrow runway policy statement, there may be a delay of several months before the final 

decision is made.  The Parish Council duly submitted its response to the Airspace Framework 

Consultation.  Yet another Consultation has been issued (this time by the CAA) on Draft 

Airspace Design Guidance.  Responses are due by 30 June and the Council will have decided 

at its June meeting how it will respond.  No decision on Night Flights had been issued prior to 

the dissolution of Parliament.  Despite being told twice that Gatwick’s Noise Management 

Board’s remit will be extended to departing aircraft, at the moment Gatwick have merely held 

a workshop on departures, confining attendance to a few members of the NMB. 

Biggin Hill Airport - The Airport anticipates that the new flight path proposal will receive 

approval (subject to various further negotiations) in 2018. 

Redhill Aerodrome - By the time this issue of the Parish Magazine is published, the Annual 

Meeting of the Redhill Aerodrome Consultative Committee, which is a public meeting, will 

have been held.  If anything of important arises there from, I will report it in the next issue of 

the Magazine.  Meanwhile, I will, of course, report on the meeting at the June Parish Council 

Meeting. 

M23 Smart Motorway proposal - The Council has written to the consultants engaged by 

Highways England in relation to this proposal.  The main points made were: (i) That the 

proposal not result in any properties in the village will suffering additional noise disturbance 

above that already experienced; (ii) Acoustic tests should properly reflect the prevailing wind; 

(iii) All carriageways be resurfaced with a low noise road surface; and (iv) as much notice as 

possible is given of the public exhibition.  We also emphasised that this “Smart Motorway” 



proposal has a potential for a much greater impact on the village than the recent conversion of 

the M25 to “Smart Motorway”, given the prevailing wind direction. 

Footpaths – Our volunteer footpath warden system is working well.  Surrey County Council 

have asked that where possible their on line system for reporting footpath problems is used.  

However if you do not have internet access then problems can, as previously, be reported to 

the Clerk (with footpath numbers and grid reference please) who will enter them onto the 

Surrey portal. 

At the May Parish Council meeting we were informed of yet further cutbacks to Surrey 

County Council’s budget for footpath upkeep from £290,000 to around £100,000 for the year 

2017/2018.  This will result in: (i) Cutting back of overgrown paths being reduced by 

approximately 70%; (ii) Only statutory road signing will be undertaken – the remainder will 

be carried out by volunteers; (iii) Only patch repairs will be made.  If a path cannot be made 

safe then a closure order will be necessary; (iv) Hazardous trees will be made safe where they 

are the responsibility of the Council; (v) General maintenance will be undertaken on heavily 

used/strategic routes; (vi) Bridges a risk based management regime for bridges is currently 

being undertaken and (vii) Contributions to private landowners for maintenance work are 

likely to cease. 

Affordable Housing – Construction work on the first phase of the TDC affordable housing 

project is already underway. The Construction work is expected to be completed by the end of 

2017. As this scheme will be developed as a Rural Exception Scheme, the properties will only 

be let to those applicants on the Council’s housing register who either live in Bletchingley or 

have a close connection to the village. The homes will never be able to be brought under the 

Right to Buy and will always be let in perpetuity for people of the village.  TDC, with 

Bletchingley Parish Council backing has also recently been granted planning permission in 

respect of the nearby redundant garage site at the rear of 108-110 Coneybury. The 

development of 3 x 2 bedroom houses and a 1 x 2 bedroom bungalow will provide additional 

housing to meet local need and work is expected to start work within the next 6-8 weeks and 

will be expected to be completed by March 2018.  

Once both these projects have been completed, Bletchingley Parish Council will further assess 

any additional housing need and if required will then look to move forward with its own 

scheme.   

If you, or someone you know is interested or has any questions about eligibility, please call 

01883 722 000 or e-mail customerservices@tandridge.gov.uk. 

Grange Meadow – In the last year there have been many changes to Grange Meadow some 

good, some not so good but the final news is brighter. 

The first change is that the Outdoor Gym/Adult Playground we were last year only talking 

about has been installed and is being used by many people.  More lighting – 4 poles – have 

been installed and while not as many as we could hope for it still makes a difference; and they 

are movement sensitive for greenness and budgetary reasons. 

You may notice that there is also a new CCTV system on the poles which is working and has 

already been of help to the Police and improving safety for all down at the Meadow. 

Unfortunately the main Pavilion has not been used owing first to the last Football club leaving 

us and no other takers, followed by a burst pipe and the subsequent repair and clear up. Well 

you will be pleased to know this has changed and there is movement down there.  The 

Pavilion is to be cleaned and tidied up, followed by internal decoration, all volunteers 

welcome.  Jeff Marks having completed his term as Church Warden has agreed to become our 

manager for the Pavilion, why?  Because all being well we have several users for the pavilion. 

1. Starting in September we have a Nursery from Monday to Friday 8.30 to 5.30. 



2. A Football club, including juniors & girls teams will be there for the new season.  

3. Maybe if we can get the square sorted out there will be a cricket club for the future 

too. 

Hopefully you can meet reps from all at the Fair (25/06/2017) 

If you want to volunteer or help in any way contact Jeff Marks or Linda Baharier 

07815842133. 

Annual Parish Meeting – This was very well attended this year with some very interesting 

stands.  Please see the Meeting notes on the website.  The Annual Report, which is free, is 

available in the local shops, on our website or by contacting the Clerk.  This contains details 

of all the areas of responsibility for each councillor and what has happened over the last year. 

Sally-anne Ray – Chairman 


