
BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT – September 2015 
 
Allotments and the Cup Competition – All plots are currently occupied with some being 
chased in relation to cultivation state.  We now have a short waiting list.  Anyone interested in 
having a plot should contact the Parish Clerk to get their name on the list.  Any vacancies 
mid-year or at renewal time will then be allocated to the next person on the waiting list.  Tim 
Pierce very kindly agreed again to do the judging for us for which we are very grateful.  Colin 
Morgan from plot 10 Stychens Lane received 1st prize and won the cup.  Liz Wise of Plot 2 
Little Common Lane won 2nd prize.  Derek Coppard of plot 4, Little Common Lane received 
3rd prize.  All three were presented with a Certificate and Colin Morgan received the cup.   

Finance – This year the Parish Council did not increase the precept level for the 4th year 
running but you would have seen a slight increase as the District Council removed their grant 
element which has been given in previous years.  The Auditors gave us a clean bill of health 
with no issues raised. 

Grange Meadow - Progress is being made towards the improvement facilities for Grange 
Meadow.  Now that we finally have a bank account set up for the Fundraising Committee, we 
have been lucky enough to get a grant of £3000 from our Tandridge Local County Councillor 
Helen Windsor’s grant allowance.  We have also collected a total of £253.42 from donations 
from the sports clubs who use Grange Meadow and contributions made at the Village Fair. 

We have applied for £ 30,000 from the Surrey Community Funds & £ 25,000 from Biffa.  A 
further 3 grant applications are in the process of being made to various Sports Associations 
and an application will also be made to the Big Lottery. 

Updates on progress will be given in future issues of the magazine, but if you want more 
information, or can provide any assistance or suggest any fundraising ideas, please contact 
Linda Baharier on lrbaharier@yahoo.co.uk or Mike Stone mike.stone1@hotmail.co.uk 

Tilgate Common – The Common is looking well used and will hopefully have been cut again 
before the end of September, with a further cut later in the year if required.  Tandridge District 
Council very kindly regularly cut a thin stretch on the Common side of the footpath when 
they cut the grass around the flats.  Please continue to keep the Common clean and tidy and 
report any concerns to the Parish Clerk.  

Minerals:  The Parish Council had asked the County Planning Authority that J&J Franks, the 
operators of the new quarry at Mercers Farm on Nutfield Marsh, set up a Community Liaison 
Group, like the one running at North Park Quarry. This meets regularly in the quarry offices 
to discuss quarrying issues that affect our environment. Disappointingly we understand that 
J&J Franks feel that such a group is unnecessary and that informal communication with the 
immediate neighbours living on Nutfield Marsh will be sufficient. This lack of appreciation of 
the potential effect of quarrying on the wider community will need to be addressed. 
 
QOG next meets on September 11th, when issues relating to all our local quarries will be 
discussed. 
 
SIbelco's application to extend the time for quarrying at North Park until 2020 was expected 
to go to the County Planning Committee for decision early in September, but this has not 
occurred. The Parish Council had objected to the application on the grounds of an 
unnecessary delay to Green Belt restoration. Sibelco's Dust-subcommittee next meets on 
September 23rd. 
 
Affordable Housing: By the time the October issue of this magazine is out, the drop in 
consultation event will have already taken place on the 29th of September at St. Catherine’s 
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School. This concern’s the possible redevelopment of Coneybury Playing Field to Affordable 
Housing which was a site identified in the Parish Council original consultation events in 
2014.   
 
As you will be aware, the current housing situation, particularly in the South East, means that 
increasing numbers of young people and families, who may wish to stay living in the village 
they were born in, are unable to afford to buy or rent their homes privately. Like the Parish 
Council we hope you will all support this scheme to redevelop a section of the Coneybury 
Playing Field for a small development of 10 flats and houses.  

 The proposed development comprises 1 bedroom flats, and 2 and 3 bedroom houses, all of 
which were identified in a recent housing survey as being needed by local people. It is 
recognised that the site is not one that would normally qualify for planning permission as it is 
in the Green Belt, however, Tandridge Councils Core Strategy has a Rural Exception Scheme 
policy (policy CSP5) that allows exceptionally, for land adjoining or closely related to the 
defined rural settlements which would not otherwise be considered appropriate for 
development, to be developed in order to provide affordable housing in perpetuity, provided 
that: 

  the housing comprises 100% affordable housing; 
 the housing is to meet local needs; 
 the housing would be justified by a Parish or settlement housing needs survey; 
 the development is small scale and respects the setting, form and character of the 

settlement and 
 the surrounding landscape; and 
 the development would accord with all relevant Development Plan Policies. 

 As this scheme would be developed as a Rural Exception Scheme, the properties would only 
be let to those applicants on the Council’s housing register who either live in Bletchingley or 
had a close connection to the village. The homes would never be able to be bought under the 
Right to Buy and will always be let in perpetuity for people of the village.  

Sally-anne Ray – Chairman  


