
BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

APRIL 2014 to JUNE 2014 

Allotments – The new gates have greatly improved the security at the allotments.  There 

remain 4 vacant plots on the Little Common Lane site and 3 on the Stychens Lane site.  

Anyone interested in growing their own vegetables but not having enough space at home 

should contact the Parish Clerk for more information about using an allotment plot.   

CCTV – The system is working well with requests being received from the police for 

download of footage after incidents where the area in question may have been covered by the 

cameras.   

Cemetery –The new dedicated section for the burial of ashes is now in operation.  Fees 

remain unchanged.  A recent tree survey carried out for the Cemetery has found some minor 

general maintenance work of trees that is required to be carried out this financial year.  This 

work has been assigned to an agreed contractor to undertake shortly.  

Town Meadow – This is the field between Grange Meadow and Hevers Pond.  There are now 

cows located in this field and a permissive footpath round the outside of the field has been 

installed to allow users to continue to walk around the field.  The land agents agreed to this at 

the initial discussions as they could see the field was regularly traversed and used as a safe 

route to school although there is no official footpath through the field.   

Footpaths – The Volunteer Footpath Wardens/walkers have now all been allocated their 

footpaths.  Please could those Volunteer Wardens who have not yet collected their Warden 

card to contact the Parish Clerk.  Anyone else interested in coming on board, please also 

contact the Parish Clerk. 

Tilgate Common – Tilgate Common has now had a tree survey of it completed, which 

identified some general maintenance work that needs to be undertaken.  A contractor has been 

instructed to undertake this work which is expected to be completed in July.  The whole area 

has now been opened out and will be cut on a regular basis.  We would like to remind 

residents who back onto Tilgate Common not to “dump” any waste, including vegetation 

waste on the Common as this will be treated as “illegal dumping”.  Please could any existing 

“dumped” waste be removed.   

Air transport - As those of you who take the Parish Magazine will have read, Gatwick 

Airport Ltd commenced a second period of consultation on the Joint Airspace change of flight 

paths.  The Parish Council responded to this within the timescale allowed (to 14
th

 August 

2014).  This consultation has no impact on whether a second runway should be constructed at 

Gatwick and the changes proposed (if agreed) will take place in any event. 

Igas: has been considering a variety of options for the use of gas from the Bletchingley Gas 

Field at King’s Farm including producing liquefied natural gas (LNG), supplying gas into the 

grid and using it to generate electricity. While the composition of the gas currently makes 

LNG not feasible, the other two options are still being evaluated. That work is ongoing and 

Igas will be looking to renew the temporary permission under which the existing site operates. 

Minerals:  At North Park Quarry Wessex Archaeological Unit will soon begin excavations in 

the SW corner near Place Farm, where worked flints have been found in the wind-blown sand 

deposits. This area appears to be similar to the important Mesolithic site found nearby in 

2005. When the archaeology has been completed and recorded, the sand will be quarried and 

this area restored by 2016. 



The new quarry extension at Pendell, which also contains high quality industrial sand, should 

be ready for excavation from September. The conveyors to carry the sand to the processing 

plant at North Park Quarry are now complete, new dust gauges installed and the footpath 

diversions are in place. County Highways will provide signage when they have inspected 

these. The bridleway diversion will soon be finalised. 

Sibelco are submitting a planning application for a time extension for North Park Quarry, 

since the reduced market has been delaying sand production. Local residents are naturally 

concerned since it had been expected that at long last, after the many years of quarry 

disturbance, the quarry faces would soon be restored to grass and woodland. It has been asked 

why Pendell needs to be worked while the other quarry still has sand available. Apparently 

this is due to the need to blend sand of different qualities from different zones in both sites for 

specific end uses such as sports areas, golf courses and horticultural soils as well as high-

quality glass. The current date proposed for final site restoration is now 2020. 

Meanwhile, an application by J & J Franks to quarry sand from Mercers South on Nutfield 

Marsh, will go to the County Planning Committee for determination on July 30
th

.  A small 

part of this site is in Bletchingley Parish. The main impact for us would be from the 

anticipated 150 vehicle movements a day. 85% of this traffic, from an access to the A25 just 

over the M23 bridge, would travel east through our village to the M25.  Objections to the plan 

were submitted by the Parish Council earlier in the year. 

 

Sally-anne Ray – Chairman  


