
BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

JULY 2013 to DECEMBER 2013 

 

Allotments – We still have a number of allotments vacant, namely on the Little Common 

Lane site.  Please do contact the Parish Clerk if you are interested in taking on one of the 

plots.   
 

CCTV – The new CCTV cameras have been running now.  As a consequence of this new roll 

out, Broadband is also now available in the Village Hall for hirers.  Details are available from 

the booking secretary.  Local communities can put forward suggested locations for additional 

cameras to be considered by the Parish Council or Streets can contact us to purchase their 

own camera which can then be incorporated into the network and supported and insured by 

the Parish Council.  The data storage time is now 30 days (as opposed to 96 hours) allowing 

more time for crimes to be reported and downloading of incidents at police request is done 

directly by the Clerk for later viewing by the police.   

Cemetery – An area in the cemetery has now been set aside for the burial of ashes only.  

These smaller plots (300mm x 300mm) can be purchased in the usual way.  The fees for this 

have been agreed and are on the Bletchingley village website.  Future burials of ashes will 

only be allowed in these plots, unless they are to be placed in an existing family grave.  

Mapping of existing graves will continue through the winter.   

Hevers’ Pond – The annual clearance work at the pond was undertaken by a small group of 

volunteers, under the guidance of a member of SARG (Surrey Amphibian Reptile Group).  

The vegetation around the edge of the path overlooking the pond was cleared and a small 

amount of rubbish removed from within the pond. 

Bletchingley Community Defibrillator – We are pleased to advise that the Defibrillator has 

arrived, but is currently awaiting installation of its heated storage box on the side of the 

school building.  Training will be arranged once it is installed and a note of the date will 

advertised on the website.   

Footpaths – A number of residents attended a Volunteer Footpath Warden training scheme 

provided by Surrey County Council on the 12
th

 November 2013.  Nearly all signed up to 

Volunteer Footpath Wardens.  Each volunteer was provided with a small tool pack and will be 

receiving an identity badge.  They will be entitled to undertake small vegetation clearance and 

way marking under the banner of the SCC insurance liability.  If any issue is raised that it 

outside the scope of the Volunteer Footpath Warden, it may be that the volunteers can then 

undertake the work under the banner of the Parish Council footpath working party.  Any of 

this work would need to be cleared through Surrey County Council footpaths prior to any 

work being undertaken.  Any work done needs to be within the details of the Definitive 

Footpaths specifications for each path.  Volunteers under these work parties, organised 

through the Parish Clerk, would be covered under the Parish Council insurance liability.  It is 

hoped that all footpaths will be covered by at least one volunteer agreeing to walk it during 

the year. 

Snow Angels – The Parish Council has joined the Snow Angel scheme supported by 

Tandridge District Council who have supplied salt and equipment, including shovels, salt 

spreader and high viz jackets.  The route that the volunteers will attempt to keep open during 

winter periods is the pavement from Boterys Cross, through the village to Rabies Heath Road 

bus stop and up to St Catherine’s Primary School.  They will also include access to the 

Village Hall and a section of the car park.  Obviously how much of this is kept open will 

depend on the number of volunteers available each time, so decisions as to how much can be 



done will be taken on each occasion.  Anyone wanting to become a Snow Angel, please 

contact the Parish Clerk for more details. 

Finance – The external auditors gave the Parish Council a clean bill of health with no issues 

raised.  The 2013/14 budget review and precept forecasting is taking place over December 

2013, to be agreed subject to notification by Tandridge District Council of the formula to be 

used for Band D calculations.  It is not anticipated that there will be any increase in the Parish 

Council figure.  

Tilgate Common – The first phase of work on clearing Tilgate Common has been undertaken 

with the brambles and excess vegetation being cut back to the boundaries, leaving a small 

strip at the back of properties, unless indicated otherwise.  There is still further large scrub 

clearance and dead branches and tree work to be done.  This is likely to be done in two 

phases, with the first being at ground level.  Tree Surgeons will be asked to undertake a site 

visit to assess what tree work is required to ensure that the area remains safe for users of the 

Common, especially now that more of the Common has been opened up for use.  The 

clearance has uncovered a large amount of rubbish.  It is hoped that a Community Litter 

Picking session can be arranged to tidy up the area.  It is also noted that a number of 

properties backing onto the Common have been using the Common as a “dumping” ground 

for their vegetation waste.  We would like to ask any residents responsible for this to ensure 

that there are no future occurrences.  Any future dumping on the Common will be treated as 

“illegal dumping”.   

Minerals – The Sibelco Quarry Community Liaison Committee met on October 30
th

.  

Restoration of the quarry faces proceeds: the north slopes will be ready for seeding in the 

spring, topsoil has been spread on the eastern faces and the south-west area is now grassed. 

As demand has slowed, sand is being supplied from the stock-piles rather than from the 

quarry faces and this should decrease the areas that can generate dust. 

 

The Quarry Observation Group awaits a full response from the County Dust Consultant on the 

permitted levels of small respirable dust particles generated by the quarry.  To check the 

background data prior to sand extraction, more dust gauges have been installed at Pendell and 

at the boundary with Hawthorns. 

 

The underpass and overhead conveyor across White Hill, connecting the Pendell extension 

with North Park Quarry, have now been installed.  Pipex, which manages the government fuel 

pipeline that crosses Pendell, have moved and re-connected the pipe.  

 

Following its previous popular success, another Quarry Open Day is planned for next May, 

when the weather should be fine and developments at the new Pendell extension can be 

viewed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sally-anne Ray – Chairman  


