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Allotments – The Parish Council arranged for the rotavation of three of the long standing 

vacant plots at Little Common Lane to ready them for the waiting tenants.  They are now 

ready for the start of the new season.  Renewal letters will be going out at the beginning of 

March and any vacated plots will be passed on to the next person on the waiting list.  Anyone 

interested in going on the waiting list should get in touch with the Clerk.  All tenants are 

reminded that they need to compost on their own site and that any excess should be removed 

from site.  All plots are to be maintained in a good state of cultivation. 

Airports – Noise Consultation - The Department for Transport has issued a consultation 

document on the above in relation to night flying at Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/night-flights-consultation).  BPC will be 

considering its replies in relation to Gatwick at its meeting on 11 March 2013.  Please could 

you let us have any comments that you may wish us to consider when making our response. 

The website address for the consultation is:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/night-flights-consultation   
 

CCTV – Details on the new digital wireless CCTV system for the village is almost complete 

and we are expecting the system to be rolled out in the next few months with an initial 4 

camera's being installed in the Village.  All the necessary permissions have now been granted 

and full details will be published on the website shortly should villagers want to band together 

and fund additional cameras for their area.  One additional benefit of the new CCTV system 

will also be the provision of broadband internet at the Village Hall which will mean users of 

the facilities will be able to access the internet.  

Cemetery – The cemetery continues to be maintained throughout the year with the mapping 

of the grave stones being undertaken during the winter.  It is expected that this process will be 

complete in one more year with only a small section still remaining to be mapped and then 

double checking the accuracy. 

Precept – Bletchingley Parish Council agreed to keep the precept at £38,500, the same as last 

year.   

Grange Meadow - The trustees (Peter Friend, Robert Trotman and John Trott) have decided 

that, as they have not been able to attract any cricket club to take over the unused cricket 

ground, it should be converted into a second, slightly smaller football pitch at right angles to 

the current pitch and run by the resident Bletchingley football club.  Agreement from TDC 

has been sought but work will be needed on the surface of the pitch and funding will be 

required.  As from next season, the Bletchingley club will be joining up with RH Athletic 

football club from Redhill and the combined club will be based at Bletchingley called RH 

Bletchingley.  It will result in a bigger club, able to take full advantage of a second pitch. 

Hevers’ Pond – The new sign was installed at Hevers’ Pond on Thursday 7
th

 February and by 

Saturday morning it had already been vandalised.  A police crime report was created and an 

investigation is being undertaken.  The cost of replacing the sign is an additional £55. 

Highways – the cobbles at the entrance to and from Lawrence the Auctioneers car park have 

finally been repaired by SCC.  Another cobbled footpath causing concern is the one on the 

opposite site of the road outside properties 45 to 47 High Street where the cobbled footpath 



seems to come to an end with no specified road edge markings.  Car parking in this area has 

resulted in pedestrians having to walk into the road to get from one end to the other as the 

path is blocked by parked cars.  The Parish Council asks all residents in front of this area and 

their visitors to ensure that their cars are parked in such a manner so as to ensure pedestrian 

access is not obstructed.  Consideration will also be given to the painting of parking bays in 

the adjacent layby as it is felt that inconsiderate parking in this area sometimes contributes to 

other residents having to park in inappropriate places. 

There are now new road markings at the entrance to the village from Godstone and the whole 

of this section is now under a 30 mph speed restriction.  The 40 mph speed restriction 

between Bletchingley and Nutfield is going through regulation processes. 

Street Lighting – The street light replacement programme is still ongoing.  The latest to go 

up are the ones down Church Lane.  A request has been made by a resident in Castle Street 

for the installation of an additional street light.  Unfortunately SCC has no funding for 

additional lamps.  Residents are able to purchase additional lights at a cost of £2600 which 

would cover installation and maintenance for the next 24 years.  Hopefully when the lights are 

replaced in this area, they will provide a better light coverage and the need will no longer be 

there for an additional light. 

South East Coast Ambulance Service – The Parish Council were approached for assistance 

with encouraging residents to come forward to become Community First Aid Responders.  

Notices have been provided in the village and there is information on the website.  A number 

of residents have expressed an interest and will hopefully undertake the relevant training 

when all the required paperwork is in place.  The other area discussed was the provision and 

installation of a community defibrillator.  This is a large campaign and SECAmb hope to 

make public access defibrillators as ubiquitous as fire extinguishers.  National Campaigns by 

the BHF (Vinnie Jones) and Fabrice Muamba have highlighted to need for bystander 

intervention when someone suffers a cardiac arrest and SECAmb are looking to build on this 

with local media and publicity.  The Parish Council are currently considering the benefits of 

purchasing the equipment to be located at an agreed site, currently St Catherine’s SchooIl. 

Planning – it has recently come to light that there is some confusion as to the role of the 

Parish Council in planning applications.  The parish Council has statutory rights to be 

consulted by the District Council on all planning issues determined by the District Council 

within the Parish.  As a matter of courtesy, we are usually consulted on planning issues which 

are the responsibility of Surrey County Council and by other authorities on our boundary. 

Planning issues are normally the longest item on the Parish Council agenda and the one for 

which most people, other than Parish Councillors attend.  The Chairman has always allowed 

residents to speak for or against any planning issue.  Some lively debates have ensued.  

Because our response has to be with the District Council within 3 weeks of the plans being 

submitted to the District Council, the Parish Council considers plans not only at its full 

meeting, usually on the 2
nd

 Monday of the month, but also at a special planning committee 

meeting on the last Monday of the month. 

Whilst the Parish Council’s views on any plan can be over-ridden by the District Council, we 

do have an important role in contentious cases since a written objection by the Parish Council 

means that the plan has to be considered by the full planning committee of the District 

Council and not agreed by the planning officers in committee i.e. not in public. 

The planning applications being considered are always itemised on the agenda and anyone 

wishing to comment is asked to contact the Clerk in advance of the meeting where possible or 

attend the meeting.  We are unable to contact the planning application applicant and those 

likely to be affected for any planning application.  TDC sends out the statutory notices to 

those and it is for those affected to contact the Parish Council if they wish. 



The Parish Council are grateful to Howard Cundey the Estate Agents who allow plans to be 

accessible for public viewing in their agency.  This is a very useful service, which saves 

parishioners a trip to the Oxted offices to see the plans.  Details of plans are also accessible on 

the internet, although viewing A3 plans on a laptop screen is not easy.   

Footpaths – The Clerk and Cllr Trotman will be attending a Footpath Volunteer training 

session later in February provided by SCC.  The purpose of these sessions is to ascertain what 

volunteers can do to help keep footpaths clear and what involvement Parish Councils can 

have in the support of any group wishing to take carry out minor footpath repairs/maintenance 

rather than contacting SCC.  Could anyone interested in either forming a footpath working 

party or being part of the same please contact the Parish Clerk for more information.  The idea 

is that volunteers are not committed to doing a fixed area or amount of work, but must work 

within some guidelines.  There are some important legal issues around work on public rights 

of way, so any volunteer is required to sign a simple agreement that covers both the individual 

and SCC from a liability/legal point of view.  SCC supply a guidance booklet, tools, 

waymarks, insurance and an ID card.  

TAG-A25 - A further meeting is being arranged with the Tandridge division of Highways to 

discuss speed restrictions towards Godstone.  As we consider that the recent Government 

proposals to raise HGV speed limits on single carriageways from 40 to 50mph could be 

dangerous on narrow roads, with bends as between our villages on the A25, we are objecting.  

To help reduce the number of HGVs and congestion on our local roads and following our 

representations, MPs Sam Gyimah and Crispin Blunt have urged the Minister for Transport to 

look at an improved M23/A23 interchange. 

 

Sibelco - North Park Quarry:  This wet winter is making difficulties in working in the 

quarry, but has reduced dust generation.  Restoration continues with natural regrowth of the 

vegetation on the northern quarry faces and further reseeding in the south is planned for the 

summer. 

Sibelco - Pendell Quarry:  Engineering work to prepare the site connection with North Park 

Quarry with a bridge over White Hill and 2 under passes, should begin in April and may last 

until October.  The archaeology will be carefully monitored, but as the disturbed ground is 

within the Gault clay beds, finds are not anticipated 

  

 

 

Sally-anne Ray – Chairman  


