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1. MISSION STATEMENT  

The Council's Mission Statement/Community Engagement Statement is:- 

The Parish Council is committed to promote community spirit and pride in Bletchingley by: 

• Listening, consulting and acting on residents requests; 

• Helping to make Bletchingley a flourishing, pleasant and safe place to live and work; and 

• Enhancing and protecting the village’s historic buildings and areas of outstanding beauty. 

 

2. COUNCIL’S OBJECTIVES  

The Council's Objectives are to co-operate and liaise, where appropriate, with residents and 

existing village organisations for the general wellbeing of Bletchingley.  The Parish Council 

objectives are:- 

• To engage, whenever possible, in an open dialogue with residents, to understand their needs, 

and to explain how the Council will address these needs within the resources and powers 

available. 

• To understand the issues and aspirations of residents and promote these ideals for the future. 

• To provide high standard cost-effective services, to embrace progress and to help improve 

the quality of life across the village.  

• To enable, assist and encourage other local organisations and agencies to provide, develop 

and extend their services and encourage and promote local businesses. 

• To promote and represent the best interests of the village for the betterment of the local 

community. 

• To preserve and enhance the rural character and environment of the village and protect from 

urban encroachment while taking due consideration for providing additional dwellings for 

local people. 

 

3. INTRODUCTION 

This Annual Report outlines the workings and operations of the Parish Council during the last 

municipal year 2015/16. 

The aim of the report is to give a better understanding of the role the Council plays in issues 

relating to Bletchingley, as well as the work the Council has been involved in, and carried out, 

over the past year. 

 

4.  BRIEF HISTORY OF BLETCHINGLEY  

The charming village of Bletchingley, which is of medieval origin, is referred to in the 

Domesday Book as “Blachingelei 1086.  Woodland clearing of the family or followers of a man 

called Blaecca.  Old English personal name + leah.  It is located on the A25 between Redhill and 

Godstone and only six minutes from junction 6 of the M25.  2 main line train stations are located 

within 6 miles of the village with direct access through to London and other destinations.  Its 

historic centre contains many attractive listed buildings and part of the village is located within 

the green belt.   

Bletchingley was once a borough and market town and from 1294 it had two members of 

Parliament. Amongst the last representatives were Lord Palmerston and Lord Melbourne. 

Bletchingley Castle was first noted in 1160 as one of the four castles of Surrey. However, it was 

demolished after the Battle of Lewes in 1264, but the earthworks are still visible and are a 

Scheduled Monument. 
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In the village centre Church Walk represents an early line of the main road, and here are some of 

the older local buildings. Alongside is the church of St. Mary which originates from over 900 

years ago with a typically squat, 12th century tower. A spire was added later but was never 

replaced after destruction by lightning in 1606. Sir Thomas Cawarden (c.1514-1559) is buried in 

the church. He was Master of the Revels and Tents, and as such responsible for laying on royal 

entertainments. 

Bletchingley is well known for its specialist antique shops. Its 4 pubs are all within walking 

distance of each other and offer a wide selection of menus and atmospheres. Other shops include 

a post office and newsagent, local convenience shops; coffee shop; hairdressers and an Indian 

restaurant. The area is served by a very good local school and private school, a well serviced 

village hall and community centre. 

The Bowls Club, Football Team, Bletchingley Players and Rifle Range Club all make use of the 

facilities at Grange Meadow which includes a children’s playground and Skate Park, the latter 

was funded and built by the youth of the village and BAGaged.  

Hevers Pond, located at the back of the field adjacent to Grange Meadow is spring fed and never 

been known to dry out (oral history recorded from 1850) when 80% of other Surrey ponds have 

dried out in drought conditions; and is home to many creatures including water stick insects, 

scorpions, caddis flies, water snails, rare amphibians - frogs, toads and 3 species of newts 

including the Great Crested Newt.  There is a full D. Book entry in Uvedale Lamberts History 

Vol 1, page 19, together with an English translation. 

The village also boasts a well maintained golf club and golf course. The North Downs and 

Greensand Way are all within easy walking distance of the Village.  From almost anywhere in 

the Village you are only 5 minutes’ walk from some lovely walks in the countryside. 

 

5. THE COMMUNITY OF BLETCHNGLEY  

Bletchingley Parish covers an area of approximately 5424 acres (8.47 miles²) and serves a 

population of approximately 2973 (Census 2011), 2234 of whom are on the electoral register as 

at 1 December 2014.  There are approximately 1250 dwellings in the area. The area spans from 

just above the M25 to running down the M23 and then cutting across to follow Outwood Lane 

before cutting across further along Greyhound Lane and then up north towards Godstone, and 

incorporating the Knights Garden Centre (recently closed) and further north to Pilgrims View 

point above the M25. 

 

6. WHAT IS A PARISH COUNCIL?  

A Parish Council is the third tier of local government – the first tier being Surrey County Council 

(“SCC”) and the second being Tandridge District Council (“TDC”).  It has nothing to do with the 

Parish Church and is run by a team of unpaid volunteers who make every effort to represent the 

views of all residents of Bletchingley and to provide the best possible services to residents of 

Bletchingley, through its own operations and by close liaison and partnership working with the 

District and County Councils and other representative bodies and agencies in the community.  

 

7. PARISH COUNCILLORS 

There are nine (9) Councillors that sit on Bletchingley Parish Council (“BPC”), and these are 

democratically elected on a four year cycle basis. The current Council was elected and formed in 

May 2015 and is in office until May 2019. Details of the current Councillors can be found earlier 

in this report. 
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8. COUNCIL MEETINGS  

The Parish Council has its main meeting on the second Monday of the month and a Planning 

meeting to deal with planning applications that fall in between Parish Council meetings, usually 

held on the last Monday of the month.   

The public can attend any of these meetings and ask questions on any item on the agenda or stay 

behind after the meeting and ask questions on any areas of Council activity.  

Agendas and dates of meetings are published three working days before meetings and can be 

found on the BPC Notice Board located in the High Street or by visiting BPC’s web site 

www.bletchingley.org.uk. 

The agendas and minutes of meetings are also available for public inspection at the Parish 

Council offices upon request and are also placed on Council’s web site. 

 

Full Council  

Representation: 9 Councillors 

Chair: Cllr Sally-Anne Ray 

Vice-Chair:  Cllr Patricia Ann Glenn 

Meetings: Monthly (other than August) on the second Monday of each month. 

Business:  The overall policy & decision making body of the Council. 

 

Planning Committee  

Representation: 9 Councillors  

Chair: Cllr Dick Kiss 

Vice-Chair: Cllr Paul Tarrant 

Meetings: Monthly on the last Monday of each month and where necessary on the 

second Monday of August, with the exception of December. (Where 

Monday falls on a Bank holiday the meeting is the following day). 

Business: All planning matters relating to Bletchingley which fall in between Parish 

Council meetings 

 

9. BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES:  

Organisation Councillor 

Sibelco Community Liaison Group Ann Butler 

Spynes Mere Conservation Management Group Ann Butler 

iGas Community Forum Ann Butler 

TAG A25 (“Traffic Action Group”) Ann Butler 

QOG (“Quarry Observation Group”) Ann Butler 

Surrey Tree Wardens Paul Tarrant, Ann Butler 

Bletchingley Village Hall Management Committee Ann Butler, Paul Tarrant, Linda 

Baharier 

Redhill Aerodrome Consultative Committee Patricia Ann Glenn,  Ann Butler 
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10. WHAT THE PARISH COUNCIL COSTS 

The Council spent £36,687 last year (2015/16) to carry out its operations and works in the 

community and generated £46,300 in income from assets including precept and grants. 

This compares with £42,590 expenditure and £48,333 income in 2014/15.  

The Parish Council precept of £38,500 on the District Council Tax in 2015/16 equated to 

approximately £29.54 per household per year.  The Parish Council has maintained the same 

precept level of £38,500 for 2016/17.  However, as none of the government grant is being passed 

down to Parish Councils this coming financial year, this will equate to £29.58 for Band D 

household per year which is still less than £1 per week. 

 

11. COMMUNITY ASSETS 

The Parish Council, on behalf of the community of Bletchingley, continues to be responsible for, 

and operates: 

• 2 allotment sites (12 plots in Stychens Lane and 23 plots in Little Common Lane) 

• 2 grazing fields (Stychens Lane and A25) 

• 1 Cemetery 

• Stychens Lane Playing Field 

• Tilgate Common 

• The Pound (located by Castle Square) 

• The War Memorial 

• CCTV in various locations  

• Defibrillator located at St Catherine’s School  

• Various Street Furniture including Bus Shelter, Notice boards, Seats, Picnic tables, Village  

 Gateways & Signs, BT Telephone Kiosk, Christmas lights.  

 

The Council is responsible for the maintenance and enhancement of all the above facilities. 

 

12. SUMMARY OF THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

The Statements of Accounts shown on the next page represent fairly the financial position of the 

Council as at 31 March 2016, and reflects its income and expenditure for the year 2015/16. 

 

Kim Wantling 

Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

April 2016 
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Bletchingley Parish Council Receipts and Payments Account 

for year ended 31 March 2016 
   

  
2016 2015 

RECEIPTS 

Precept 38,500.00  38,500.00  

Interest Receivable 22.98               18.16  

Allotment rents & key deposits 1,150.00             965.00  

Field Rents            727.00             724.50  

Cemetery 2,915.00          3,850.00  

Website            475.00             543.75  

CCTV            150.00                    -   

Grants/Donations              75.00  

PWLB                   -                     -   

General Administration                   -                     -   

VAT Reclaimed         1,960.44          3,257.57  

Insurance Claims (Misc)                   -                     -   

Village Hall Rent             400.00             400.00  

Bletchingley Village Fair                   -                     -   

Total Receipts 
 

46,300.42  48,333.98  

PAYMENTS 

Parks & Opens Spaces         1,953.80          4,509.97  

Allotments         1,146.66          2,282.23  

Fields                   -              460.00  

Highways & Rights of Way                    -              875.00  

CCTV Costs          1,403.74          1,348.80  

CCTV Call Out Charges                    -                     -   

Cemetery        11,722.75         8,703.35  

S137 Payments                    -              758.50  

Website               37.81               19.99  

Village Hall             538.00             532.00  

Subscriptions          1,196.44          1,070.53  

Donations             675.00             200.00  

Insurance             895.02             958.40  

VAT          1,497.37          1,960.44  

Parish Clerk Salary          9,579.93          9,293.27  

Parish Clerk Expenses             216.00             200.00  

Parish Clerk Employers NI and Tax             437.80             391.97  

Stationery + Reference Books             319.34             393.59  

Chairman's Allowance             560.00             560.00  

Auditors Fees             447.92             511.17  

Legal Costs                    -              335.00  

General Administration/Misc             812.88             271.99  

Christmas Tree Lights                    -                     -   

Training for Clerks and Councillors             312.50             322.33  

Hog Roast             119.00             260.00  

PWLB          2,104.23          5,570.29  

PWLB Interest               40.97             140.67  

Telephone/Broadband            670.21             660.87  

Winter Maintenance                   -                     -   

Total Payments 
 

36,687.37  42,590.36  

NET RECEIPTS/(PAYMENTS) for the year        9,613.05          5,743.62  
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13. REPORTS FROM CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLORS 

Chairman’s Report by Cllr Sally-Anne Ray, Chairman 

As can be seen from the following report, the last 12 months has as ever been a busy year. For 

the year 2015/16 this has included:  

• The digital recreation of the Cemetery records to allow for easy access and reference.  

• Tree work in the High Street as well as ongoing Hedge & vegetation clearance at Tilgate 

Common, Little Common Lane, High Street, Allotments and the Cemetery to improve 

overall amenity as well as to remove any trees that were deemed unsafe.  

• The ongoing funding work to enhance Grange Meadow facilities.  

• The continual campaigning on issues facing the village including Air Quality and the 

increasing amount of HGV traffic on our roads. 

• Supporting Tandridge with its Affordable Housing scheme which has recently had 

planning approval.   

I would like to thank our councillors (Parish, District and County), the Clerk as well as all local 

volunteers for the time and effort they give freely to the community. This includes the Village 

Hall Committee, the Village Fair committee, Bletchingley in Bloom, Neighbourhood Watch and 

the Footpath volunteers to name but a few who all help make Bletchingley such an enjoyable, 

pleasant and safe place to live.   

Last but not least please do take the time to drop in to our Annual Parish Meeting even if you can 

only make it for 10 minutes. Like last year, this will be an informal event over a free glass of 

wine or a cup of tea. This is an opportunity for you to ask us questions, as well as tell us what 

you think we ought to be concentrating on as a council for 2016/17.  

Affordable Housing by Cllr Robert Trotman 

The Parish Council has not progressed its own proposal regarding affordable 

housing in Bletchingley during the year, supporting instead the TDC proposal 

for 10 such units on the upper playing field just off Coneybury which has 

recently had planning approval. This is planned to contain a mixture of 1, 2 and 

3 bedroom dwellings. A new survey of affordable housing needs in Bletchingley was also 

undertaken by Surrey Community Action in conjunction with TDC and it remains to be decided 

whether further provision by the Parish Council is needed. 

Allotments by Cllr Kingsley 

The parish council is responsible for two sites. The rent remains for 

the fourth year at £30.  Both sites have two water taps and water is 

supplied free of charge.  The Little Common Lane site incurs the cost 

of hedge cutting annually.  Anyone who would like to take on a plot 

this year please contact the parish clerk. 

Allotment competition. The council runs an annual competition for 

the best kept allotment.  All allotment holders are automatically entered, unless they specify not 

to be. 
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CCTV by Cllr Sally-Anne Ray 

We currently own and operate six CCTV cameras which are sited in the centre of 

the village and aimed at communal areas such as the Village Hall car park, the 

War Memorial, Church House and the Bus Stop.   

A beneficial side effect of the new camera system is that this also means that users 

of the Village Hall and Community Centre also have access to wifi.  

We still have in our budget for 2016/17 an additional camera for somewhere in the village and if 

you think that should be in an area near you please speak to the clerk.  

Cemetery by Cllr Linda Baharier 

The deficit in the Cemetery Accounts this year is £8,808, an increase of £4,225 

above last year’s deficit largely due to the efforts to scan all the burial records 

and transcribe them ready for inclusion on an electronic database and the 

reduction in memorial works.  

The fees and regulations remained unchanged in 2015/16.  The site continues to 

be well maintained with further clearance taking place in the last remaining 

overgrown areas. 

Finance by Cllr Anthony Cock 

Bletchingley Parish Council have pleasure in submitting the draft accounts for 

the year ended 31 March 2016, at the same time expressing our thanks to the 

Clerk for her continued dedication in maintaining accurate accounts which will 

be available for public viewing on the website or by request. Exercise of public 

rights commence on the 10
th

 June 2016 until the 21
st
 July 2016. 

The Parish Council have examined in detail the budget prepared in January this year to ensure 

that the demands being placed on them have been carefully costed. We reviewed the current 

precept and agreed that it was not necessary to increase it for the coming year. 

The Parish Council during the current financial year decided to convert its historic cemetery 

records to a more manageable and accessible database.  This is at present near completion.  The 

Parish Council has continued to support ‘Bletchingley in Bloom’ in their efforts to maintain the 

flower beds in Rabies Heath Road, Grange Meadow, Howard Cundey Corner and outside the 

Red Lion.  Bletchingley in Bloom also planted more daffodils along the Godstone Road. 

The income during the year has fallen slightly from allotment rents and the cemetery. The Parish 

Council assisted at the Village Fair by providing a Hog Roast, which was well received by the 

public. This cost £119 after sales were taken into account. 

Expenditure was largely in line with forecast except for the expenditure on converting the Parish 

Cemetery records to a database.  During 2015/16 this has amounted to £2,913. 

During the year the Parish Council continued to make repayments for the total borrowing from 

the Public Works Loan Board £27,000.  The final Capital repayments totaling £2,104 were made 

during the year. 

The Parish Council has made donations towards St. Catherine’s Hospice, Royal British Legion 

Poppy Appeal and St Mary’s Bletchingley Magna Carta Weekend. 

We have also donated sums to the Oxted Citizen Advice Bureau and Surrey Crimestoppers. 
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Footpaths by Cllr Patricia Glenn – Vice Chairman 

During the last year, a new Area Footpath Officer was appointed by Surrey County 

Council.  She is very pro-active and within months of being appointed had visited 

footpaths that had been reported as problematic. 

Our own volunteer footpath warden system seems to be working well.  Surrey now 

have an on line system for reporting problems and volunteers are encouraged to use 

this if they have internet access.  If not, then problems can, as previously, be reported to the 

Clerk (with footpath numbers and grid reference please) who will enter them on Surrey’s system. 

Unfortunately, problems have continued in Coneybury over the use of footpaths due to 

scrambling bike tracks, causing paths to be become churned up and creating a noise nuisance, 

particularly at week-ends.  Occurrences of this nature should be reported to the police, who ask 

that when calling them, as much detail as possible is given as to where the offence is taking 

place, as at times the officers responding may not be as familiar with the area as local officers. 

On-line Information about Rights of Way in Surrey - Surrey County Council provides 

information about the rights of way network through the Footpaths, byways and bridleways 

pages of their website – located under the heading “Environment, housing and Planning” and 

then “Countryside”.  The website contains details regarding public notices, how to report 

problems, advice to landowners and user groups and up-to-date maps showing routes on the 

Interactive Map. A problem and enquiry report form is available for reporting problems/issues on 

the path network. Users can register, report problems and track progress of the problems they 

have previously reported. 

Environment & Mineral Issues by Cllr Ann Butler 

Minerals:- Restoration continues at North Park Quarry. Overburden is being 

replaced on the southern faces and in the Place Farm area, so the bunds have 

disappeared, more sand is covered and the surfaces should be completed during 

the summer. Planting will follow. Restoration here should be completed this year, 

as required in the planning permission. Sibelco have agreed to restore each face as soon as it is 

worked out, which will reduce dust generation and speed up the return of the land to pasture and 

woodland. 

Sand extraction is under way at Pendell Quarry. A required industry-funded excavation 

programme here has just been completed by the county archaeological team. Excitingly, a 

barrow containing many cremation deposits was uncovered. The reports are now awaited.   

At Mercers Quarry in Nutfield the haul-route linking the A25 to the sand-working site is being 

constructed. The resultant traffic largely travels east through our village. This may last until next 

year, when sand excavation should start. 

The Spynes Mere Management Group has reconvened after a gap of 5 years. We will now meet 

twice a year.  Sibelco and Surrey Wildlife Trust are to draw up a new management plan for the 

Nutfield Marsh area of Mercers Farm East West and South, a small corner of which is within 

Bletchingley Parish. Importantly this is part of Holmesdale, one of the sites in the EU-funded 

Restore Project, described in last year’s report. This area of past and present mineral workings 

between Redhill and Godstone is designed, when restored, to provide a corridor of mixed 

wildlife habitats, including woodland, grassland and water. It is being maintained by Surrey 

Wildlife Trust helped by local volunteers.   

IGas has submitted an application to convert gas to electricity at their site on Tilburstow Hill 

Lane. As this does not appear to represent any adverse effect upon the local settlements, we have 

not objected. The planning decision is currently awaited. 
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TAG-A25: The major issue for the group this year has been Air Quality. Very high levels of fine 

particulates were recorded in Nutfield on the A25 at the proposed access point to Mercers Quarry 

during a background survey by the quarry operators preliminary to planning permission. This 

was unsurprising given the adverse effects of the volume of traffic on the A25, added to that of 

the 2 motorways, the dust from the quarries, and effects of low-flying aircraft.  

The Parish Council believes that this could have important health implications for villagers but 

Tandridge District Council (TDC) does not monitor fine particulates, as the costs are considered 

to be too expensive. Positively however they have recently agreed that if parish councils 

purchased their own monitors and recorded high levels of fine particulates, that they would then 

organize a more in depth monitoring programme. To this effect Bletchingley Parish Council, 

together with Nutfield and Godstone Parish Councils are actively pursuing this solution for 

installation during 2016.  

Village Hall/Community Centre by Cllr Ann Butler 

A new cleaner is awaited, so currently, and very kindly, cleaning is being 

undertaken by our chairman Debbie Hale and parish councillor Linda 

Baharier. With new doors, porch and windows and fresh paint, the hall is 

looking really good and we have had very encouraging feed-back from 

users. The now-fragile stage curtains have been repaired yet again. An 

application has been made to Gatwick Airport Community Grants for 

funding new chairs. New external security lighting is being investigated.  The roof has been 

repaired, the gulleys and gutters have been cleared, but leaks and drainage are ongoing problems. 

However on a positive note, the hall continues to be a popular venue and bookings remain high. 

14 organisations were represented at the Open Day on April 9th, as illustrated in the Surrey 

Mirror. All appreciated the opportunity to meet the other hall users and the visitors were further 

entertained by the band and refreshments throughout the day. 

Neighbourhood Watch/Police Liaison by Cllr Paul Tarrant 

Once again a sincere thanks to Di Turner who puts so much effort into the 

Bletchingley Neighbourhood Watch and Neighbourhood Watch in Tandridge.  Without 

Di’s efforts and enthusiasm it is unlikely Bletchingley would be as safe or low in crime 

as it currently is. 

There are currently vacancies for NHW coordinators in some parts of the village so if 

you feel you can help please contact Di on 01883 743598.  Her details are also in the 

Parish Magazine or Village Website.  

Policing has changed yet again since our last report.  Each area has their allocated PCSOs.  For 

Bletchingley, Godstone, Nutfield and Blindley Heath, Vicky Seymour (11455) and Haley 

Norman (13691) are the allocated PCSOs.  There are then 2 officers allocated to Tandridge, PC 

Wayne Stephens (North) and PC Alice Bennett (South) both of whom will be dealing with long 

term chronic issues such as the ongoing catapult issues for example, a problem which has 

continued for a number of years though the severity has varied.  There are then one sergeant 

covering Tandridge, 9 Area Patrol Teams and the Tandridge Inspector. 

This approach is called ‘Policing In Your Neighbourhood’ and the new model is meant to be a 

pro-active response to the new types of crime. Across Surrey, burglary and car theft are down but 

have been replaced by challenging increases in complex and often more hidden offences like 

child sexual exploitation, domestic abuse and cybercrime. These offences require specialist 

investigative officers who will also work with partners to safeguard the vulnerable, and are 

essential in keeping the public safe. 

In our last report we noted that there were ongoing problems with scrambler bikes using the 

fields and footpaths south of the A25.  This continues to be a problem and the larger area these 
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antisocial bikers now cover makes catching them even more difficult.  The message from the 

police is to continue to call it in on 101, reporting this antisocial behavior will go a long way to 

putting a stop to it in time. 

The police remain concerned at the number of calls to them are about parking, nuisance 

neighbours, fly-tipping and other matters which are not strictly their business.  There should be 

dealt with by the local council, social services or other agencies. With cuts the police are 

advising the public to think twice before ringing 999 when 101 would avoid the unnecessary 

deployment of officers and may prevent a serious crime elsewhere.  999 should be used for 

crimes in progress or where there is a threat of harm. 

Finally the scammers are still out there devising ever more devious ways to part you from your 

hard earned cash.  The latest one concern’s a Nigerian astronaut stranded on a space station – 

Pull the other one!  These guys can be very persuasive however so NEVER NEVER NEVER 

give bank details over the phone, especially your pin number.   

Planning by Cllr Dick Kiss 

The Parish Council has statutory rights to be consulted by the District Council on 

all planning issues determined by the District and County Council within the 

parish.  

Planning issues are normally the longest item on the Parish Council agenda and 

one which is most often of interest to inhabitants.  The Parish Council is obliged to 

respond to planning submissions within 3 weeks of the validation of the application 

by the District Council and for this reason the Parish Council considers applications at the Full 

Council meeting (usually the second Monday of each month) and again at Planning Committee 

meetings (usually on the last Monday of each month). 

It should be made clear that the Parish Council does not decide planning issues, but rather 

comments to the District Council using its local knowledge.  This can be important in 

contentious applications as an objection by the Parish Council may help ensure that an 

application is then considered by the full planning committee of the District Council and not by 

the council officers alone. 

In recent times there have been some significant changes in the planning system, most notably 

the introduction of “Permitted Development” and now, for a limited period up to May 2018, 

these rights have been extended to allow an increase in depth of rear extensions from 4m to 8m 

for a detached dwelling and from 3m to 6m for other dwellings – this additional right brings with 

it the requirement for neighbour consultation.  Permitted Development takes some householder 

applications out of the normal planning system, although it is wise to consult with the planning 

authority to ensure that they are satisfied the proposals are compliant and that a “Certificate of 

Lawfulness” can be granted to avoid any future controversy about the works. 

This government’s emphasis on “Localism” also has the potential to bring significant changes by 

allowing greater control at parish level through a “Neighbourhood Plan”.  BPC is aware of the 

possibilities presented by this opportunity, but has no current plans at present to pursue this. 

If any parishioner is considering building alterations, additions or demolitions it is always worth 

consulting the Tandridge Planning Department for advice – it is also wise to consult on work to 

trees, walls and fences.   Keep in mind that Bletchingley Village and certain other parts of the 

parish are Conservation Areas which demand additional restrictions while the remainder of the 

parish is in Green Belt. 

All planning applications relating to the parish are held in Howard Cundey Estate Agent’s office 

in the village and can be viewed by any interested party (except when the papers are taken for 

review at Parish Council meetings).  We are grateful to Howard Cundey and their staff for this 
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service, which saves parishioners a trip to Oxted to see the applications.  All planning 

applications can also be viewed on TDC’s website. 

Sports Association by Cllr Robert Trotman 

The Sports Association comprises all the sports clubs that regularly use Grange 

Meadow. The Meadow is owned by Tandridge District Council under a deed of 

trust and the majority of the Meadow is leased to the Sports Association.   The 

Association is led by three trustees who are held responsible by TDC for 

overseeing the lease arrangements and the use of the Meadow. The skateboard 

ramp and the children’s playground are not part of the leased area. 

The officers of the Sports Association are: chairman – Robert Trotman; secretary and treasurer – 

Christine Bolshaw. Gill Black is the nominated District Councillor for the Association and Linda 

Baharier is the Parish Council member. The three trustees are Peter Friend, Robert Trotman and 

John Trott. 

The clubs currently involved are the Football Club, the Bowls Club, the Rifle Club and the 

Model Car Racing Club. Sadly, there is still no prospect of a cricket club taking responsibility for 

the cricket square, although TDC continue to mow the ground as a whole under the terms of the 

lease. The trustees are continuing to pay the cricket portion of the lease charges in the hope that 

cricket can be restarted there before too long.  

The Association has for some time been looking for ways to upgrade the access, parking and 

lighting in the absence of funding available from TDC, and a project is being developed under 

the leadership of Linda Baharier (Parish Council) and Mike Stone (Bowls Club) to achieve this 

and a much needed general upgrade of facilities. The grand total being sought is around £¼ 

million, as shown below. During the year much work went into preparing applications for grants 

and promises of over £30,000 have already been achieved. 

The estimated costs of the work to be carried out as part of the project are: 

Car Park and Driveway upgrading – £ 

Preparation 88,000 

Surfacing 34,000 

New Driveway Parking (Grasscrete) 28,000 

Improved Bowls Club Forecourt Access 3,000 

Improved Access and Track for Rifle & Model Car Racing Club 8,000 

New Adult Exercise Area and Equipment 25,000 

New Driveway Lighting 6,000 

Upgraded CCTV 11,000 

Disabled Access Doorways 8,000 

Contingency Sum 9,000 

Estimated Total 220,000 

Any ideas for raising the necessary funds for carrying out the proposed works are always 

welcome and to this end please contact either Linda Baharier (01883 744378/07815 842133) or 

Mike Stone (01883 714414/07711 049432).  In order to increase the Association’s credibility for 

corporate funders the trustees are proposing to seek charitable status. 

A new Bletchingley Football Club started up during the year and played in the Redhill League 

until difficulties over running a regular team forced its withdrawal.  The Club is continuing, 

however, based on the social club it runs in the pavilion and expects to have a full team playing 
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next season. Meanwhile, visiting clubs continue to use the pitch by prior arrangement, and a 

small Boot Camp is operating based on the old green equipment hut. 

The other clubs continue to operate successfully, under their current leaderships, but as indicated 

above cricket is still disappointingly absent.  Outwood cricket club having pulled out of their 

intention to take on the Grange Meadow pitch at a late stage before last season.  If anyone knows 

of a possibility for regular cricket to resume on Grange Meadow, please let Robert Trotman 

know on 01883 743338. 

Grange Meadow by Cllr Linda Baharier 

We are further forward this year with the fundraising.  So far we 

have managed to secure funding for the Adult Playground – Outdoor 

Gym including a Youth Shelter and the road lighting & maybe some 

CCTV cameras. However, the money for the rough access road, 

proper marked parking with designated disabled parking bays, 

disabled access to all properties and equipment on the site and 

complete CCTV coverage – which is around £ 200,000 still needs to 

be raised.  

Do you have any more ideas for the area and can you help raise money, run a coffee morning or 

even provide goods for a stall for the Parish Fair in June? Or assist on the Field Day on the 

11/08/2016 which will both celebrate and hopefully raise money for the Meadow? 

Please remember this Meadow belongs & is for us all.  Please contact me with any ideas or help 

you can give by tel: 01883 744378 or by email: lrbaharier@yahoo.co.uk 

Community Speedwatch by Cllr Paul Tarrant 

Speedwatch Tandridge are investigating the effectiveness of the 30 mph limit from 

the east and have recently lowered the speed limit to 40 mph all the way through to 

Redhill as well.    There is also a petition online to initiate a review of the speed limit 

to the north from Merstham to Bletchingley.  If you feel strongly about traffic speeds 

in this area (past the Hawthorns School) please add your name to the petition 

http://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/PENDELL-ROAD/ .  

The Speedwatch team is growing and will be carrying out additional sessions in the village at 

one of the 4 official sites.  The growing team have however suffered the loss of some 

experienced team members and are always on the lookout for new team members.  So if you 

would like to help please contact Di Turner on 01883 743598.   

Tree Management by Cllr Paul Tarrant 

The Parish Council continues to maintain the trees on Tilgate Common, the 

Cemetery, Stytchens Field and the allotments at Little Common Lane and Stychens 

sites.  The trees outside the Whyte Hart have caused some concern resulting in the 

felling of one tree and ongoing maintenance of the others.  Footpath volunteers have 

been busy clearing minor trees from the extensive footpaths in the parish and some landowners 

are clearing trees on their land where they have fallen as a result of wind or water logging.  If 

you are aware of any trees that have not been cleared please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Transport by Cllr Glenn 

Buses - None of the changes proposed by the recent consultation affects 

the bus services serving Bletchingley. 

Gatwick Airport - As villagers will know, the decision on a new runway 
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in the South East will not be made by HMG until a new Mayor of London has been elected.  The 

Airport owners continue to press the case for Gatwick and the Gatwick Area Conservation 

Committee continues to put the case for the opposition.   

Biggin Hill Airport - A decision is awaited on whether a new flight path that will involve 

arriving planes flying very close to Bletchingley in certain circumstances is to be permitted.  If 

permission for this new flight path were to be granted, it would, of course, mean that when an 

easterly is blowing the village would be subjected not only to the noise of departing aircraft from 

Gatwick but also arriving aircraft into Biggin Hill. 

Redhill Aerodrome - The Parish Council continues to be represented on the Redhill Aerodrome 

Consultative Committee.   The Committee would like to encourage greater attendance at the 

Committee’s Annual Meeting, which this year will be held on Saturday 11 June 2016 at Nutfield 

Memorial  Hall (please note the change of venue) at 10am.   

Website by Cllr Sally-Anne Ray, Chairman 

There are between 200 and 400 visits to the Bletchingley Village website every 

week (www.bletchingley.org.uk/).  The most popular pages continue to be the 

Village News and Village Diary which are continuously updated and are also sent 

out via a monthly e-newsletter to over 200 villagers. Advert revenues were £475 

and once hosting costs were taken out, resulted in a net profit of £437 which added to the Parish 

coffers. 

If you have any ideas about what you would like to see on the Website, or villagers who wish to 

be added to the e-letter distribution list or provide news or give notice of events in Bletchingley 

please contact sally.ray@btinternet.com 

Clerk’s update – by Kim Wantling 

Footpath Volunteers continue to walk the paths and report back issues.  We had 

our first official footpath clearing party on footpath 178 connecting Castle Street 

to Outwood Lane.  Mary-Ann Edwards is now our Countryside Access Officer 

and she covers Reigate & Banstead and Tandridge so please bear with her.  Barry 

Wildish, the Countryside Access Assistant has also been very helpful in arranging 

a separate team who undertook the clearance of the footpath by Hevers Pond.  

Please report any footpath issues using the Rights of Way defect Form on the Surrey County 

Council website. If you have any problems with this or want to copy me in on the reports, then 

please do send them to me by email and I will either chase them up or report them. 

Bletchingley Youth Club continues to remain closed whilst the works to Church House are 

completed.  If anyone is interested in taking over the club or helping with it once the renovations 

are completed please contact me.  

Bletchingley in Bloom continues to get the full financial support of the Parish Council in 

maintaining their existing projects which enhance the village.  The spring bulbs continue to 

delight as they grow in numbers each year.  Anyone interested in joining the group please 

contact Pamela Cock or the Parish Clerk for more details. The Parish Council are grateful to 

TDC for their continued support with the clearance of collected rubbish following Bletchingley 

in Bloom work parties which are held each month.   

I would like to thank all Councillors for their continued support and look forward to another 

good year.  
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Annual Village Meeting in the Community Centre  

 

Monday 16
th

 May 2016 from 7pm 
 

The Annual Village Meeting is to be held on Monday 16
th

 May 2016 at the 

Community Centre.  Feel free to drop in at any time between 7.00pm to 8.30pm. 

This is a PUBLIC MEETING but in an informal setting to allow you an 

opportunity over a glass of wine to quiz the Parish Council on what we have been 

up to over the last twelve months.  

This is also an ideal time to let us know what you think needs improvement in the 

village and what our priorities as a Parish Council should be. All ideas are very 

welcome. 

At the event there will also be stalls and information on:  

• BPC Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2016. 

• Our Bletchingley Cemetery records updated digitally and 'on line'     

• The Tandridge Local Plan - Tandridge District Councillors will be there to 

provide an update on the Tandridge Local Plan.  Find out the facts for 

yourselves and give them your views of what should be in it.  

• The latest Affordable Housing plans for Bletchingley in conjunction with 

TDC.  

• The latest plans for an enhancement to Grange Meadow facilities  

• Bletchingley Bowls Club Display 

• Bletchingley United Charities accounts for the year ending 30th September 

2015.  

• Village Hall (Bletchingley) Trust accounts for the year ended 31st December 

2015. 

 


