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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE 

COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2015 

 

P R E S E N T  
Councillor D Kiss – Chair 

Councillor P Tarrant – Vice Chair 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock and P A Glenn 

Clerk: K Wantling  

1 resident 

 

08/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received from Cllr Trotman and the Chairman.  

09/15 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 Cllr Butler declared a Perception of Bias in relation to planning application 

TA/2015/136, the nature of the perception being that of a near neighbour.  In 

accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, she would leave the meeting whilst 

this matter was being discussed and voted upon. 

 

10/15 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

 The minutes of the planning meeting held on 26 January 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chairman at Full Council meeting on 9 January 2015. 

 

11/15 OXTED SCHOOL – Update from a representative of the Oxted School Governing 

Body in relation to the proposals for Foundation and subsequently Academy Status. 
 

 Unfortunately no representatives from the Oxted School governing body were able 

to attend the meeting due to other scheduled meetings.  A resident, Mrs MacDonnell 

was able to provide background information on the proposals from information that 

she had available.  She briefly outlined the background to the school’s movement to 

academy status starting from September 2013, when the previous head was replaced 

with a senior leadership team provided by The Howard Partnership Trust (“THPT”) 

on a 2 year contract.  The school published a report towards the end of last year 

which highlighted 2 main issues, namely that SCC were applying pressure to 

secondary schools to convert to Academy status with around 65% of secondary 

schools looking to convert at present with primary schools to follow at a slower 

pace.  The 2
nd

 was that THPT would not renew its current 2 year contract unless 

conversion to academy status was realised.  Mrs MacDonnell confirmed that by 

having foundation status the school would have autonomy over its own finances, 

control over staff pay and conditions (existing staff pay and conditions would 

remain the same), ability to change catchment areas and change admission policies 

to name the main benefits.  She also acknowledged that the school were legally 

within their rights to change the state of the school and had followed due process but 

was concerned at the rush and the lack of clarity on the answers being given from 

the Governing body.  The Parish Council considered that the consultation period was 

short and wondered why the decision could not be delayed until after the elections.  

Mrs MacDonnell was thanked for her insight into the school proposals in the 
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absence of any members of the Governing Body. 

Mrs MacDonnell left the meeting. 

12/15 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 Cllr Cock continued to be blighted by the noise of the faulty manhole cover at 

Stychens Lane which had still not been repaired by the utility company to an 

appropriate standard. 

 

13/15 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES   

 

 

6.1. TA/2015/162 – 4 Boterys Cross, Castle Street, Bletchingley RH1 4QB – 

Erection of single storey rear extension.  (SM) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

6.2. TA/2015/194/TCA – 42 High Street, Bletchingley, RH1 4PA – reduce crown 

of 1 Bay tree by up to 1.5m.  (AD)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

6.3. TA/2015/186/TCA – 11 Town Mead, Bletchingley, RH1 4LQ – Fell 1 

Golden Cypress.  (AD)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

6.4. TA/2014/364/COND1 – The Hawthorns School, Pendell Court, Pendell 

Road, Bletchingley, RH1 4QJ – Details pursuant to Condition 5 (Renewable 

Energy).  (JL)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

6.5. TA/2015/136 - Castle Place, Castle Square, Bletchingley, RH1 4LB - 

Application to verify that development approved under TA/2004/1564 has 

commenced and that the development is lawful. (Certificate of Lawfulness for a 

proposed development)  (VR) – The following response was agreed.  

RESOLVED – Bletchingley Parish Council object to the verification of the 

commencement of development approved under TA/2004/1564.  There is a far more 

fundamental question to be answered ie  whether implementation of TA/2006/1303 

for the conversion of Castle Place into 6 flats rules out any part implementation of 

the 2004/1564 scheme; the latter being a permission granted in relation to the use of 

Castle Place as a single dwelling with buildings ancillary to such use. 

6.6. TA/2014/1009 / Appeal Ref: APP/M3645M11413001634 Land at Warwick 

Wold road, Bletchingley, RH1 3DH – The following response to the appeal was 

agreed: 

Introduction 

The Land at Warwick Wold, to which the Planning Decision relates, lies within the 

boundary of the Civil Parish of Bletchingley. 

BPC are aware that an appeal has been lodged against Tandridge District Council’s 

(TDC) decision not to allow Mr V. Vincent and Ms M. King to make alterations to 

the land at Warwick Wold. 

Also BPC are aware that in breach of the Planning Committee’s decision Mr V. 

Vincent and Ms M. King (the Appellants) have gone ahead with some, if not all, the 

alterations for which Planning Permission was requested. 

Since BPC considered the Application and prior to its consideration by the Case 

Officer amendments were made to the Application and numerous documents were 
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lodged on behalf of both the Appellants and residents of the Parish. 

Having read and carefully considered the Statement of Case put forward on behalf of 

the Appellants, the Parish Council wish the Inspector to take into account the 

following additional comments.    

Bletchingley Parish Council wish to emphasise its support for the Planning 

Decision TA/2014/1009 reached by Tandridge District Council by an 

overwhelming majority of its Planning Committee. 

• It is an accepted fact that this application relates to land within the Green Belt 

and in the view of BPC (and it would appear in the view of the Appellants) is an 

inappropriate development within the Green Belt.  The Green Belt is a matter of 

considerable local concern to the Village of Bletchingley which is a designated 

conservation area and contains three Grade 1 listed buildings.  There are also 

two additional conservation areas close to Warwick Wold, Pendell House 

conservation area is approximately 0.4km from Warwick Wold and Brewer 

Street approximately 0.7km from Warwick Wold.  It was noted by the TDC case 

officer who concluded that granting the application could cause ‘some harm’ in 

the Green Belt 

• In addition, the land is in a designated Area of Outstanding National Beauty 

(AONB).and any development would have an adverse impact upon the character 

of this protected landscape.  It could be argued that the impact is relatively 

limited when viewed from nearby but from a vantage point such as from the 

edge of the North Downs above Warwick Wold, for example from the North 

Downs Way (national long distance footpath), the impact would be 

considerable. 

• Even accepting that ‘Very Special Circumstances’ could apply in this case it is 

BPC’s view there is already a ‘Romani’ site very close to the land 

concerned.  This site has been allowed to deteriorate so that it is now under-

used.  Also the Appellants, together with their close family, have shown, from 

their behaviour locally in Bletchingley, that even if a temporary permission is 

granted, they are likely to cause considerable disturbance to the other residents 

of Warwick Wold.  Further, if temporary permission were to be granted, there is 

no guarantee that the Appellants would at the end of the time vacate the site and 

restore it to its previous state.  It seems unreasonable that residents of this area 

should have accept a second traveller pitch because of Tandridge District 

Council’s inability to identify suitable, available and affordable sites due to the 

extent of the Green Belt. 

Conclusion - Bletchingley Parish Council are in full agreement with Tandridge 

District Council’s decision not to grant planning permission is this case and 

submit that ‘very special circumstances’ do not apply.  Bletchingley Parish 

Council consider that this appeal should be dismissed. 

6.7. Any other current planning matters – discussion only.  The following 

TDC delegated actions were taken on planning applications. 

TA/2014/1594 - SPLIT DECISION 

The Plough, 2 High Street, Bletchingley RH1 4PE - Installation of an enlarged 

window and seating on side/east elevation and new external bar and fence on 

rear/north elevation. (Retrospective) 

TA/2014/1967 - APPROVED (FULL) 

19 Barfields, Bletchingley, Surrey RH1 4RA  - Erection of rear conservatory and 
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front porch. 

TA/2015/13/NH - PRIOR APPROVAL IS NOT REQUIRED 

Avalon, Godstone Road, Bletchingley, RH1 4PL - Erection of single storey rear 

extension measuring 8 metres deep with a maximum height of 2.9 metres and an 

eaves height of 2.7 metres. (Notification of a Proposed Larger Home Extension) 

14/15 MATTERS FOR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 None.  

15/15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

Full Council Meeting – 9 March 2015 

Planning Committee Meeting – 30 March 2015 

 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 8.14 pm 


