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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 9 JULY 2018 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

P Glenn – Vice Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, D Kiss, L Sherlock, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, DC Elias, DC Vickers, CC Thorn, D Turner – Neighbourhood 

Watch and 3 residents 

 

94/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received and accepted from DC Black.  

95/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 There were no changes.  

96/18 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11
th

 June 2018 were approved 

and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 

held on 25th June 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  The report of 

the Annual Village Meeting held on 21
st
 May 2018 was again deferred for 

agreement until the next meeting. 

 

97/18 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

J Marks reported on her letter relating to the A25 speed limit review, which had 

been circulated to all Parish Councillors in advance of the meeting.  The letter 

requested the Parish Council’s support to maintain the current speed limit at the 

Godstone end of Bletchingley and not to increase it.  It was noted that the contents 

of this letter would be considered at item 7 on the agenda relating to the 

Bletchingley Speed Limit Review. 

D Turner enquired about the progress of the former Prince Albert.  The Council 

were not aware of any progress and it was also noted that no appeal had been 

submitted at this stage. 

Cllr Sherlock reported on a resident’s complaint about the flashing speed sign at 

Little Common Lane remaining out of action.  It was suggested that the Clerk 

contact Chris Cannon to inform him of the fault. 

Cllr Trotman reported on the broken gulley cover just before the Rabies Heath 

Road junction with the A25.  The Clerk would report this to SCC. 

The Clerk confirmed she would also raise the issue of the hole in the tarmac 

surrounding a manhole cover in the footpath between the Cemetery and the 

Chevington Villas.  
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98/18 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

CC Thorn reported that she would be meeting with Chris Cannon of Surrey Police 

to discuss the Speed Limit review to request that the 30 limit remains as is, and the 

middle section, currently 50 is reduced to 40.  The 30 limit at the Godstone end 

should be brought further out to encompass the new Knights development.   It was 
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also felt that there were a number of inaccuracies in the report produced for the 

meeting.  DC Elias’s report on the speed limit review was noted. 

It was noted that Godstone Parish Council had had to use the new car park 

earmarked funds to secure Godstone Green with the bollards. 

DC Elias stated that Surrey Highway Officers were meant to have completed a 

study to include an assessment of the new Knights Way development and how the 

speed limit should be extended to include the development to the junction with 

Waterhouse Lane. 

DC Vickers reported that investigation is being undertaken to ascertain the 

ownership of land between Cormongers and the M25 with a view to establishing a 

lorry car park. 

DC Elias reported that the Tandridge Waste Contract was scheduled to end in 

October 2019 and expressions of interest were being received for the new contract.  

Biffa had been asked for a 6 month extension to the contract to take it to March 

2020.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

99/18 POLICING ISSUES  

 No reports available.  

100/18 BLETCHINGLEY SPEED LIMIT REVIEW  

 

To consider a response to the Tandridge Local Committee supporting the retaining 

of the 30mph speed limit from the village gateway just after Waterhouse Lane. 

All Councillors agreed that the new speed limit should not be raised up to 40 but 

should remain at 30.  It was also acknowledged that the Cemetery is rapidly 

reaching full capacity and the Council will need to consider using the Whitepost 

Field to create an extension to the Cemetery.  It was noted that this had previously 

been considered but turned down due to the access point at the time coming out on 

to the A25 at a 50mph section.  There was a need to look at changing the use of the 

grazing field to that of a cemetery.  It was noted that traffic calming measures had 

never been put in place when the speed limit had been changed and that the 

flashing speed sign should be moved closer to the new speed limit sign.  It was 

also noted that there has been a gradual reduction in the speed of vehicles into the 

village from the location of the old speed sign.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would write to the Tandridge 

Local Committee requesting that the speed limit 30 sign be retained in its current 

position.  Retaining this speed limit would assist with the access provision for a 

new cemetery extension which is required due to limited space remaining.  The 

middle section should be reduced to 40 and the 30 sign at the Godstone sign be 

moved out of the village to the junction with Waterhouse Lane.  Traffic calming 

measures need to be incorporated into the scheme, such as road markings.  A 

complaint needed to be lodged about the inability to put speed repeater signs up as 

these are generally allowed in locations where there are street lights.  A request 

would also be made to relocate the flashing speed sign to near the village gateway. 

The Clerk would also investigate the costs involved in purchasing its own flashing 

speed sign. 

CC Thorn, DC Elias and DC Vickers and 2 residents left the meeting. 
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101/18 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 
The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda. 

8.1 High Street Cobbles – update on planned repairs.  The Clerk reported that 
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initial works were expected to be started before the end of July. 

8.2 Oak Tree Carving – update on plans in light of oak tree being recently 

felled under instruction of SCC Highways.  Colin Ford had confirmed that he 

could probably produce 2 sky viewing seats for £800 plus VAT each.  Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would see if she could obtain a better 

deal from Colin Ford for the two and confirming that he could leave his 

advertising mark on the seats somehow.  A decision would need to be made as to 

the final resting place once made.  It was agreed that CIL funds should be utilised 

for this.  The Clerk would confirm that this was possible. 

8.3 Following site visit by Cllr Tarrant, to confirm no felling of trees is 

required at the Stychens Lane Field and Tilgate Common.  Cllr Tarrant confirmed 

that all trees were in good health with no work being.  Whilst some were tall, they 

offered light shade.  Some may have small amounts of deadwood but this did not 

require removal at this stage.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would not agree to felling of 

any of the trees as they were all in good health and therefore not a safety hazard.  

The residents who had originally written in requesting the felling of the trees 

would be contacted confirming that no felling would be taking place. 

8.4 To note additional cost for hedge cutting of section above the Bletchingley 

Arms if appropriate or alternative plans for widening the path requested by the 

landowner.  The Clerk reported that the contractor had been put in touch with the 

owner but it was unclear as to when the work was likely to be undertaken.  

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT if the work to widen the path was not scheduled to 

be done in August, then the Parish Contractor would undertake just a side cut at 

the same time as doing the hedge in the Bletchingley Arms layby. 

The Clerk enquired as to whether anything should be done to the area by 

Waterhouse Lane.  It was agreed that further consultation should be undertaken 

first to consider lorry car parking as a whole. 
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102/18 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

9.1 TA/2018/1067 – Wychcroft House, South Park Lane, Bletchingley RH1 

4NE - Change of use of redundant storage building to single residential dwelling 

including the installation of additional windows.  (MD) 

RESOLVED – No objection subject to the dwelling being ancillary to the main 

development, otherwise the Parish Council object on the grounds that it is a new 

development within the Greenbelt with no exceptional circumstances. 

9.2 TA/2018/1252 - 1 Lake Farm Cottages, Pendell Road, Bletchingley RH1 

4QH - Erection of single storey front/side extension.  (HM) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

9.3 Any other current planning matters – discussion only 

The Clerk reported on the notification of the TDC Local Plan consultation taking 

place and a subsequent letter from Thakeham developers objecting to the Garden 

Development site being put forward by TDC.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT this would be discussed at the July Planning 

Committee meeting.  All Councillors were encouraged to attend. 
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103/18 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

10.1 Allotments/Fields – The Clerk reported that repairs had to be undertaken 

to one of the allotment taps at Stychens Lane by installing a new upright post for 

the tap to be secured to as the old one had rotted at ground level.  This had been 

undertaken at a cost of £20 plus VAT by L G Wantling. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would reimburse from Petty Cash for this 

amount. 

The feedback at the Village Fair on the improvements to the Stychens Lane 

Playground had been well received.  Reclaimed material seemed to be the 

favoured option.  Plans from 3 companies had been received so far. 

The Clerk was asked to check on the park facilities at the new Coneybury 

development which had been included on the original plans for the site. 

10.2   CCTV – The Chairman reported that the site meeting on the 19
th

 June 

with Sunstone and the wireless link issue seemed to have been resolved.  Sunstone 

would continue to monitor the situation.  The system should now reboot on its own 

in the event of any power failure.  In relation to the cables in the Village Hall, the 

Chairman and her husband would undertake a tidy up of these.  The CCTV policy 

still needs to be reviewed and the policy changed to allow downloading of 

requested footage following an event in anticipation of a police request for 

evidence.  Individual camera storage facilities were also discussed as the new 

upgraded cameras do not have individual storage capacity.  Historic emails need to 

be reviewed to confirm that this was included in the original camera installation 

and therefore should have been included with the upgrade. 

10.3  Cemetery – Future of the Cemetery – to consider the options for extending 

the operational facility of the cemetery.  Cllr Baharier reported that the cemetery 

was understandably very dry.  The response from the Institute of Cemetery and 

Crematorium Management (“ICCM”) to extending the Cemetery was noted.  Cllr 

Glenn who had spent some time reviewing the electronic data and matching it to 

the maps confirmed that trying to find space and relay that to the actual cemetery 

was almost impossible and made more difficult by the slope of the cemetery.  

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would make enquiries of TDC for the 

process required to change part of the use of the grazing field to Cemetery usage.  

Possible woodland burial design could also be considered.  The access point would 

benefit from a turning circle within the site to allow funeral vehicles to turn around 

but not leave enough room for use by HGVs for parking.  This would need to 

become a regular agenda topic. 

10.4  Community Speedwatch – Data Protection forms were required to be 

reviewed by each Speedwatch member.  A new member had been recruited.  

Additional sessions had been undertaken, the latest at Boterys Cross and Rabies 

Heath Road. 

10.5  Footpaths and Bridleways – Cllr Glenn reported on a footpath running 

alongside the Golf course that was overgrown.  She had not been notified of the 

clearance of the fallen tree blocking a path near Castle Round. 

10.6  Minerals and Environment – Sibelco – Nothing to report.  Mercers site 

visit – 3
rd

 July 2018 – Cllr Butler’s report was noted.  Restoration landscaping 

along haul route is maturing well. Sand extraction is at maximum level.  Filling of 

Glebe lake should be completed by the end of 2018.  Possible bridleway through 

the site as well as cycle routes.  Motorbikes and other nuisances are kept out by a 
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site warden and 2 dogs.  The lake is a safety concern, attracting fishing and 

swimming.  Ongoing projects for the site are being discussed.  Conway HGV 

vehicles have been requested to comply with parking requests from the Quarry so 

as not to cause a nuisance in the surrounding locations.  Roadsweepers are keeping 

the access and adjacent junction clean. TAG A25 – the report from Cllr Sherlock 

was noted. TDC are currently monitoring the NOX sites in Godstone.  HGVs 

parking continue to be a nuisance due to the need for them to stop due to their 

Tracker recordings. 

Cllr Butler reported that the PM10 readings on the Air Monitor appeared to be 

very low.  D Balfour was contacting Steve Hoskins to discuss this and would 

report back with the views of the manufacturer in due course. 

10.7  Neighbourhood Watch – The Clerk would circulate the list of volunteer 

vacancies to all Cllrs to see if any volunteers could be found.  All Cllrs were asked 

to keep an eye out for any resident movements within the village so that the 

Village Welcome Pack could be handed to incoming residents. 

10.8 Sports Association – Discussions were underway with a takeaway van that 

was looking to park up at Grange Meadow.  The Parish Council confirmed they 

were happy with the idea of “Happy Mother Cluckers” food van visiting Grange 

Meadow.  The football club had lost their women’s team.  Quotes for the 

restoration of the cricket pitch were still being sought. 

10.9 Street Lighting – Nothing to report. 

10.10 Transport – SCC Consultations as part of the Surrey Transport Plan – i) 

Low Emissions Transport Strategy and ii) Electric Vehicle Strategy – closing date 

of 26/08/18.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Glenn and the Chairman would review the 

consultations and draft a response for agreement before sending out. 

10.11 Tree Management – The Clerk was asked to pass on the information 

relating to the Processionary Moth onto the Golf Club for them to consider in 

relation to the trees on their land. 

10.12 Village Hall / Community Centre – To consider a request from the 

Village Hall Management Committee to contribute to the costs of approximately 

£450 for installing a TV screen and associated licence in the Community Centre. 

The next Village Hall Management Committee meeting was scheduled to take 

place on the 19
th

 July.  Research into payment for Trustees is being looking into as 

well as broadband, TV, boiler replacement and rewiring.  The Council were 

requested to consider funding a TV Screen and possible TV Licence to facilitate 

meeting presentations.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council did not require a TV Screen or a 

TV Licence for the purposes of its meetings and therefore would not consider 

funding the same. 

Cllr Tarrant confirmed that he was unable to be a Parish Council representative on 

the Committee due to his role as a Horticultural Society member on the committee.  

Cllr Kiss was therefore required to be the third representative along with Cllrs 

Glenn and Sherlock. 

Cllr Trotman would review the old plans with David Martin in relation to the 

location of the underground soakaway and associated pipework. 

10.13 Website – Nothing to report. 

D Turner left the meeting. 
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104/18 FINANCE  

 

11.1 Payments – to approve July accounts for payment. 

RESOLVED – The July accounts were approved for payment.  Cllrs Trotman and 

Kiss signed the invoices and the Chairman signed the reconciled bank statements 

with Cllr Glenn authorising the electronic payments. 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary + Use of Home) 893.38 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 57.34 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 86.88 

EP Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance Trust (Donations) 300.00 

EP Marmax Recycled Products (P&OS) 490.32 

EP Viking Direct (Stationery) 66.54 

EP LG Wantling (P&OS) 192.00 

EP DA Landscaping (Cemetery and P&OS) 1,710.00 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 53.68 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water (Allotments) 13.00 

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water (Cemetery) 7.00 

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water (Allotments) 22.00 

  £3,938.34 

11.2 Payments – to approve August accounts for payment. 

RESOLVED – The August payments were approved for the Clerk’s salary 

payments to be made on 13 August 2018.  Cllr Glenn or the Chairman would 

authorise the electronic payments. 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary + Use of Home) 893.38 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 57.34 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 86.88 

  £1,037.60 

11.3 To authorise the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman/Vice Chairman 

and at least 1 other councillor to deal with any urgent matters arising in August. 

RESOLVED – That the above was approved. 

11.4 To consider future renewal of Surrey Hills Society membership for a 

further year (usually £25).  

RESOLVED – Approval of membership renewal. 

11.5 To consider future renewal of membership for Tandridge Voluntary Service 

Council (TVSC) for a further year (usually £10). 

RESOLVED – Approval of membership renewal. 

 

All 

 

105/18 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The list of correspondence was noted. 

12.1 To consider a request from P W Green of Oxted & District Citizens Advice 

for continued financial support in this financial year. 

RESOLVED – Approved a further contribution of £200.  The Clerk would also 

request clarification that a donation of £200 was made last year, not £150 as 

indicated in the request letter. 

12.2  To respond to an invitation request from Sarah Woodworth of SCC to 
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attend the Tandridge Local Committee for approximately 1 hr on Friday 13 July at 

9.30am at TDC to consider the Vision for Surrey by 2030 and also to approve the 

response to the survey.  

RESOLVED – The Chairman would attend. 

 

 

 

SAR 

106/18 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

Cllr Cock enquired as to whether Poppies could be planted around the Silent 

Solder to create a “Field of Poppies” effect. 

This was agreed and it was suggested that Bletchingley in Bloom be approached 

to do the planting. 

 

 

AC 

93/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

Planning Committee – 30 July 2018 

Full Council Meeting – NO MEETING IN AUGUST 

Planning Committee – 13 August 2018 (to be confirmed) 

Planning Committee – 28 August 2018 (to be confirmed) 

The meeting closed at 21.45. 

 

 


