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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 8 DECEMBER 2014 

 

P R E S E N T  
P A Glenn – Vice Chair 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, D Kiss, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling and DC Black, DC Elias DC Vickers, D Turner and D Wiltshire 

 

148/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

The Vice Chairman chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chairman.  Apologies 

were received and accepted from the Chairman, Cllr Crawley Moore, CC Windsor 

and PCSO Seymour. 

 

149/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

The Vice Chairman declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in relation to Planning 

Application TA/2014/1835/TCA, the nature of which being that she shares a 

boundary with the property.  She would leave the meeting when this application was 

discussed. 

 

150/14 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 10 November July 2014 were 

approved and signed by the Vice Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning 

Committee meeting held on 24 November 2014 were approved and signed by the 

Vice Chairman.   

 

151/14 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 There were no residents’ requests.  

152/14 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

DC Black asked whether the Parish Council had a response to the letter from TDC 

relating to the removal of the recycling area.  It was noted that this was on the 

agenda under correspondence. 

DC Vickers reported that at the recent TDC Housing meeting plans for the Rural 

Exception site at the top of Coneybury had been passed. 

 

153/14 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 There was no report.  

154/14 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 

DC Black enquired as to whether the Parish Council had written to the owners of the 

closed Prince Albert.  The Clerk confirmed a letter had been sent to the agents who 

had said they would contact the owners.  It was also believed that the site had been 

attended and the matter had been dealt with. 

DC Black, DC Elias and DC Vickers left the meeting. 

The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda. 
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155/14 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

8.1 TA/2014/1835/TCA – Church Cottage, Church Lane, Bletchingley RH1 

4LP - *T1 - Remove 1 Conifer. *T2 - Remove damaged branches & reduce height 

of 1 Silver Birch by approx. 1m to a residual height of approx. 5m. *T3 - Remove 1 

Sycamore * Tree Nos. Reference the application & submitted plan.  (SH) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.2 TA/2014/1544 and 1545 (– Listed Building Consent) – Yew Tree Cottage, 

Pendell Road, Bletchingley, RH1 4QH – Erection of wooden garage, erection of 

wooden shed and relocation of current shed.  (WS) 

RESOLVED - The Parish Council previously had no objection to this application as 

per their comment submitted on the 3
rd

 December.  Provided there has been no 

change to the application, the comment remains the same.  

8.3 Planning Terms of Reference – to agree to amendment to include “The 

Chairman or vice chairman of the Planning Committee is authorised and appointed 

to speak on the Council’s behalf at TDC Planning Committee Meetings in support 

of previous comments made on planning applications. 

RESOLVED – Agreed wording to new paragraph no 7 as follows: “The Chairman 

or Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee is authorised and appointed to speak 

on the Council’s behalf at the relevant planning authority meetings in support of 

previous planning application comments and subsequent additional comments 

agreed by the Council.” 

8.4 Any other current planning matters – discussion only.  There were none. 
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156/14 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Affordable Housing – Nothing further to add.  A work party meeting is to be 

scheduled. 

2. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground/Fields – The Clerk confirmed the 

water has been turned off at both allotment sites.  Plot at 21 of Little Common Lane 

has been rotovated.  The large section of hedge at the Little Common Lane site has 

been cut.  The path between the plots at Stychens Lane mowed. 

3. CCTV – Nothing to report. 

4. Cemetery – Cllr Baharier reported that in the recent cold spell some of the 

paths had been icy and suggested some warning signs about slippery paths be 

placed at the Cemetery. 

To confirm purchase and burial in plot P11.  This was confirmed. 

War Memorial – to consider a request from the Royal British Legion to add an 

additional two names onto the War Memorial.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would obtain the necessary quotes 

following site visits and subject to a maximum value of £1000 would arrange for 

the work to be undertaken and the plaques installed.  

5. Community Speedwatch – Cllr Tarrant reported that a new rota of 

speedwatch sessions had been arranged to the end of March and 1 new recruit had 

joined the team. 

6. Footpaths and Bridleways – Cllr Glenn reported that the southern edge of 

the golf club footpath was very muddy.  It was noted that the proposed Castle Place 

planning application extension would be visible from Footpath 177 in contradiction 

to the planning application information. 

7. Minerals/Environment – Cllr Butler reported that there was no update in 
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relation to Sibelco quarry matters.  In relation to Mercers Park, the Parish Council 

are still awaiting the outcome of their complaint to SCC Planning.  The TAG-A25 

meeting took place on 27/11/14.  We are awaiting the outcome of the meeting the 

following day between TAG Chairman and Sec with Sam Gyimah re the M23/M25 

junction in Redhill. The sunken drain cover.  The sunken drain cover between 

Nutfield and Redhill had now been repaired, although another sunken drain cover 

has been highlighted along that route.  Speedwatch data could be usefully passed to 

TAG A25.  Previous meetings with Sam Gyimah, the Tandridge Transport Group of 

Highways, the TAG A25 Chairman and Secretary had been held to discuss ways to 

improve the A23/M23 Hooley junction.  The increased traffic levels on the A25 do 

not appear to have decreased since the work on the M23 finished.  TAG A25 is 

concerned about the effects the Gatwick extension will have on the A25. 

To consider a response to the consultation on draft Statement of Community 

Involvement.  Cllr Butler had prepared a response which was considered. Following 

a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would complete the Response Form using 

the wording provided by Cllr Butler.  

8. Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Tarrant had produced a draft letter to be sent 

to Surrey Police covering all issues raised at previous meetings.  This was agreed 

with some additional wording in relation to marshalling community procession 

events.  Cllr Glenn complained about a recent incident with an unmarked police 

vehicle travelling at speed in the middle of the road in poor conditions.  Cllr Tarrant 

was thanked for his letter. 

9.  Sports Association – No update other than cricket was scheduled to return 

to Bletchingley next season. 

10. Street Lighting – Nothing to report.  

11. Transport – Cllr Glenn had produced a summary of the Tandridge Local 

Committee papers for the meeting on the 12
th

 December 2014, particularly in 

relation to the Transport Strategy and matters affecting Bletchingley.   The proposed 

Surrey Transport Plan was recommended to be adopted at the meeting.  Cllr Butler 

confirmed that air quality remained a big concern and TAG A25 were looking into 

this.  Tandridge did not appear to have a “quality monitoring area” and it was felt 

that as air quality affects health, there should be one, particularly as Bletchingley 

had a sand quarry and a busy “A” road running through its centre.    Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT Cllr Tarrant would draft a letter, utilising details of air 

quality data available (Cllr Butler to obtain from the Quarry Observation Group), 

and ask TDC to set up an AQMA (“Air Quality Monitoring Area”) on the A25.  

This letter should be copied to Godstone and Nutfield Parish Councils. 

12. Tree Wardens – To consider the Arboricultural report produced in relation 

to the High Street Trees and agree next course of action.  Cllr Glenn acknowledged 

the report produced by Envirocology which reported that it was a case of the wrong 

trees in the wrong place unless root growth could be restricted and suggested the 

best approach was removal of the trees.  A further site meeting attended by Cllr 

Glenn, the Clerk and Howard Gray, a technical advisor from a company called 

GreenBlue Urban suggested an alternative to complete removal of the trees.  

Measures included (i) a phased root plan, including initially digging a trench and 

cutting the roots closest to the properties and installing a root barrier; (ii) pruning 

and reducing the size of the crown, which has the effect of reducing the root growth; 

(iii) providing a wider area around the trees with a permeable surface; (iv) repairing 
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root damaged surface areas; and (v) production of a scheduled maintenance 

programme going forward.  It was noted however that whilst the installation of the 

root barrier would protect the properties from root growth, it might ultimately kill 

the trees.  The cost of replacing the trees and correctly planting replacements would 

cost around £20k, not including the cost of removing the same and associated roots.  

The alternative suggested measures required to keep the trees would cost a fraction 

of this whilst still ensuring liability was covered subject to confirmation from the 

insurers.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT efforts would be made to keep the trees which were 

planted as part of the Millennium project.  The relevant quotes and schedule of 

works would be obtained and brought back to the Council for consideration.  Letters 

would be written to the adjacent neighbours informing them that the Parish Council 

are endeavouring to keep the trees whilst taking steps to fix the issues raised in 

relation to tree growth.  

13. Village Hall/Community Centre – Quotes for the replacement doors are still 

to be received.  Redecoration of the hall has been postponed until the doors and 

windows are replaced.  Cllr Baharier is assisting the Committee with putting in a 

grant application for the new works.  A replacement Committee Secretary and 

Cleaner are required.  The new heating system has been installed which will 

hopefully improve consumption.  Bookings remain high.   

14. Website – Nothing to report. 

D Turner and D Wiltshire left the meeting. 
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157/14 FINANCE  

 

10.1 To confirm renewal of Clerk’s Society of Local Council Clerks (“SLCC”) 

membership for 2015 at £131.00 (LGA 1972 s143). 

RESOLVED – Approved. 

10.2 Payments – The following December payments were approved 

001265 Bletchingley Community Centre (Hall Hire) 12.00 

001266 Mrs K Wantling (Salary)  785.60 

001267 HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 31.05 

001268 S A Ray (Chairman’s Allowance) 140.00 

001269 The Society of Local Council Clerks (Subscriptions) 131.00 

001270 A Cock (Parks & Open Spaces) 39.97 

001271 Envirocology Limited (Highways & Rights of Way) 642.00 

001272 DA Landscaping (Cemetery; Allotments) 898.00 

001273 Namesco Limited (Website) 23.99 

001274 Surrey County Playing Fields Association (Subscriptions) 10.00 

001275 Petty Cash Imprest 72.34 

DD Telecoms Consortium 15.00 

DD Plusnet plc 27.60 

DD British Telecommunications 25.02 

£2,853.57 

The Clerk confirmed that the final payment of the 1st PWLB Loan would be debited 

on the 15
th

 December leaving 2 further payments in 2015 for the 2
nd

 loan. 

10.3 To approve the subscriptions for 2015/16 for Surrey ALC Ltd and NALC. 

RESOLVED – Approved. 
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158/14 REVISED BUDGET FOR 2014/15 AND PRECEPT FORECAST FOR 2015/16  

 

To review the revised budget and precept forecast and agree the precept figure to be 

provided to TDC subject to change if necessary pending notification of the tax base 

agreed by TDC. 

Cllr Cock highlighted various budgets in the forecast, including the provision of £6k 

for the work to the high street trees.  There is also a provision for election expenses 

for May 2015 under administration.  A provision for a grant of £10k towards the 

Grange Meadow improvement costs has also been included subject to later 

confirmation.  The forecast for the next year is expected to result in a deficit of up to 

£14k which will have the effect of reducing the high running balance that has 

occurred for the last few years.  Despite this, it is proposed that the precept figure 

remains unchanged at £38,500. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the revised budget be approved and that the precept 

remain unchanged at £38,500 subject to any additional changes notified by TDC to 

the tax base.  

 

 

 

 

159/14 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The List of Correspondence was noted with issues requiring comment on the 

agenda. 

12.1 To provide response to TDC in relation to the potential removal of the banks 

and the recycling site at Grange Meadow.   Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council support the removal of the 

recycling site at Grange Meadow.  A suggested alternative use is improved parking 

space.  There is also some concern that its removal might have a knock on effect on 

fly tipping in the area. 

12.2 Letter from Andrew Chisholm highlighting the East Surrey Dial a Ride. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Councillors would try to highlight this service 

where possible. 

12.3 To consider a response to correspondence from D Goswell re Gatwick.  

There are 2 concerns with the correspondence.  One is the agreed concern relating 

to the Gatwick P-RNAV system which the Parish Council have already responded 

to Gatwick on the related noise issues.  The second is that the Parish Council has 

not yet confirmed whether it supports or objects to the second runway.  As the 

council is even handed in relation to the 2
nd

 runway, more details about the 

proposed 2
nd

 runway and its implications, and the announcement as to the 

recommendation on the airport decision, before the Council makes a final decision.  

Following a decision, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would respond accordingly to D Goswell. 
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160/14 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 Clerk’s Salary, Election Material  

161/14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

Planning Committee – No December meeting   

Full Council Meeting – 12 January 2015 

Planning Committee Meeting – 26 January 2015 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.05 pm 


