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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2016 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, P Glenn, D Kiss, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, CC Windsor, DC Black, DC Elias 7 residents  

 

137/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received from DC Vickers and PCSO Seymour.  

138/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
Cllr Baharier confirmed details of her temporary change of address whilst 

renovation works were undertaken. 

 

139/16 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 10
th

 October 2016 were approved 

and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 

held on 31
st
 October 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

140/16 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

The Chairman brought this item forward to allow the District Councillors to leave 

to attend another meeting. 

DC Black updated on the progress of the Local Plan and the various consultation 

events planned around the District, with Bletchingley being on Wednesday 30
th

 

November in the Bletchingley Community Centre between 2pm and 7.30pm. 

The speed review on the A25 is scheduled to go before the Tandridge Local 

Committee in December.   

CC Windsor confirmed that Godstone Parish Council had responded and that 

Consultation Questionnaires have been received by those along the A25 affected 

by the review.  It is hoped that any decision will be deferred. 

CC Windsor reported that she had received a positive response from SCC in 

relation to the provision of keep clear road markings near the entrance to Church 

House.  These were to be added to the “Ad-hoc Works Schedule.”  Also the 

“confusing” white lines in Nutfield near the entrance to Mercers Quarry were to be 

dealt with. 

Road improvements were to take place along the unmade road from Stychens Lane 

down to Stychfield House past the allotments.  Cllr Glenn confirmed that the 

Parish Council acknowledged they did not own the road but had right of way 

across it to access the allotments. 

DC Black confirmed that the owner of the Post Office had agreed to clear up the 

builders debris, but that they were still in the process of changing builders. 

DC Elias had nothing further to report. 

DC Black and Elias left the meeting. 

 

141/16 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  
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Land adjacent to Pendell House, Pendell Road – a number of the residents were 

present to object to the above planning application, particularly in relation to the 

increased amount of traffic it could represent along a narrow lane. 

Cllr Butler expressed concern about recent news articles in the Surrey Mirror 

relating to street lights being removed/turned off.  The article related specifically 

to Dorking.  This was of concern if it happened in Bletchingley as the village has 

particularly poor lighting at night.  CC Windsor suggested that the Parish Council 

should put in a request to the Tandridge Local Committee to get assurances that 

street lights will not be removed in Bletchingley and if they are to be turned off 

earlier, what time and when is this likely to take place.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would put in a request for assurances from 

the Tandridge Local Committee. 

Cobbles in the High Street – Cllr Trotman had received complaints about the 

poor condition of the cobbles.  Cllr Kiss confirmed that this was being dealt with 

and quotes were in the process of being obtained for the work. 

Aircraft Noise – The Chairman read out the complaint from Nick Keable about 

aircraft noise.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council wrote to Gatwick and 

received a standard response about aircraft noise.  It is acknowledged that 

generally this relates to the area south of us, particularly when there is an easterly 

wind blowing.  Cllr Tarrant who had helped with the initial complaint with noise 

data, reported that this last month had been quieter.  It was highlighted that 

individuals should make their own complaints.  Cllr Glenn stated that Gatwick 

now has a new policy in relation to customer noise complaints and that due to the 

CAA insisting planes now fly in the mid line of the NPR, this could have the effect 

of increasing the level of noise and occurrence. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT Cllr Glenn would draft a response letter for the Clerk 

to send out, details of which could also be used for publication in the magazine and 

on the website to assist with making noise complaints.   
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142/16 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 

The police report from PCSO Seymour was read out by the Chairman.  A recent 

assault at Grange Meadow had been dealt with as a result of CCTV evidence on 

the old Grange Meadow CCTV system and the new CCTV system.  Cllr Trotman 

and council members congratulated Cllr Baharier on her continued hard work with 

the Grange Meadow project which was now showing positive results. 

 

143/16 COUNCILLOR VACANCY  

 

It was confirmed that Barbara Kingsley had stood down due to personal reasons.  

A Vacancy Notice had been displayed and the Clerk confirmed that TDC had 

received no requests for an election.  This meant that the Council were now free to 

fill the vacancy by co-option.  Anyone interested in the position should put their 

names forward.  The Chairman would update the website. 

 

 

KW 

144/16 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.  

145/16 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

9.1 TA/2016/1967/N – Land adjacent Pendell House, Pendell Road, 

Bletchingley - Formation of a vehicle access suitable for horseboxes. (Agricultural 

Notification).  (SM) 

RESOLVED – The Parish Council object on the grounds that there is already an 
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access gate on the opposite side of the field.  The proposed access site is on an 

existing school access road and cycle track and therefore not suitable for any 

further increase in traffic use. 

4 residents left the meeting. 

9.2 TA/2016/1865 – 1 Outwood Lane, Bletchingley, RH1 4LR – Use of 

vehicular access onto Godstone Road (Certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing 

Use). 

RESOLVED – The Parish Council object on the grounds that the proposed access 

site is dangerous.  It was also believed that the previous application was turned 

down for the same reason.  This site has never been seen to be used for access by 

vehicles to the property and therefore could not be classed as “existing use”.  

9.3 TA/2015/1358/Cond4 – Former Ivy Mill Nursery, Bletchingley Road, 

Godstone, RH9 8NB – Details pursuant to Condition 12 of planning application 

2015/1358.  (JR) 

RESOLVED - No objection. 

9.4 TDC Local Plan – Second Consultation – To consider Parish Council’s 

comments to the Consultation and who will be attending the Local Plan meeting 

for Tandridge Parishes on the 17
th

 November 2016 

Cllr Kiss provided a brief report on the recently attended Local Plan update hosted 

by TDC.  He acknowledged the huge effort of the Local Plan team to justify all 

details included in the Local Plan which is currently still open for more sites to be 

put forward, subject to the same enquiries.  All submitted sites are given green, 

amber or red lights to indicate their suitability for development.  Amber sites are 

generally greenbelt and therefore no building allowed unless they are removed 

from the greenbelt. 

Cllr Butler reminded Cllrs that the Lambs Business Centre, whilst not under 

Bletchingley, did have a corner of its boundary within the Bletchingley Parish. 

Cllr Kiss reported that he believed the only sites currently of concern to 

Bletchingley were those located at Rockshaw Road. 

It was noted that the Redhill Aerodrome site will still be considered once it has 

gone through the same enquiries process. 

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT a working party would be formed, consisting of 

Cllrs Kiss, Butler and Trotman to consider all sites and proposed responses to the 

consultation.  Remaining Cllrs were encouraged to put forward their comments to 

working group members for consideration.  The results of the Working Group 

would be brought before the December Council meeting for consideration.  Details 

of the consultation drop in sessions would be publicised on the website, notice 

board and through personal email lists.  It was also felt not necessary for any Cllr 

to attend the Local Plan Meeting on the 17
th

 November as well as the drop in 

sessions. 

CC Windsor and 2 residents left the meeting. 

9.5 Any other current planning matters – discussion only 

• Email from Peter Trowbridge of TDC Housing – confirming progress on 

Coneybury A site, Bletchingley.  – The contents of this email were noted. 

• TDC – Paperless Planning – to discuss next steps to deal with the move to 

paperless planning applications.  The Clerk to enquire as to whether planning 

application documents could be sent as pdf documents contained within one email.  
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The Chairman would provide a projector to check whether the use of one would 

work within the meeting environment. 

 

SAR 

146/16 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Affordable Housing – TDC are currently planning to provide affordable 

housing so no need for the Parish Council to add to this at this stage. 

2. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground/Fields – To revisit the options for 

cutting the Little Common Lane large allotment hedge due to a significant change 

in circumstances.  The Clerk reported that the previously agreed contractor had 

been unable to complete the work.  Rather than just going to the next contractor to 

cut the hedge, the Clerk investigated whether it would be possible to make the 

track accessible to tractor for a much longer section so that future cuts could be 

done by tractor.  The tap would need to be relocated, the bank levelled in places 

and historic debris buried in the overgrowth on the bank removed.  A revised quote 

was obtained from the 2
nd

 contractor (£1175 plus VAT, including the reduction of 

the laurel bush in the far corner) and a quote for the relocation of the tap (£120 

plus VAT).  The Clerk confirmed that once this work was completed, the future 

cutting of the hedge would be cheaper and it would be easier to keep maintained at 

a set height, even with only one cut a year.  Following a discussion,  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT subject to confirmation that additional quotes were 

not required the Clerk would instruct the contractors to proceed with the work.  

Cllrs Baharier and Kiss would arrange for the removal of some of the debris that 

the contractor was unable to take away. 

3. CCTV – Nothing to report. 

4. Cemetery - To confirm burial in plot AA38.  The Clerk confirmed this was 

a previously purchased plot and the owner of the plot had been interred. 

5. Community Speedwatch – Cllr Tarrant reported that there was a new 

speedwatch recruit.  There were 25 recorded speeders at the last session 

undertaken.  More sessions are planned in the run up to Christmas and New Year. 

6. Footpaths and Bridleways – Stopping up of access through field between 

Grange Meadow and Hevers Pond – to consider any actions to be taken.  Cllr 

Glenn stated that she had received 2 complaints about the stopping of the access to 

paths through Town Meadow.  She was awaiting a response from the Ramblers 

Association as to whether assistance could be provided to guide someone through 

the process of claiming right of access.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Glenn would draft a response to the 

complainants detailing the process to claim the right of access and the availability 

of assistance through the contact at the Ramblers Association.  It would be up to 

the residents to take the case forward.  The Parish Council confirmed it would be 

willing to support an application to claim right of access over this field. 

A response had been received from R Miles in relation to the footpath 151 on his 

land stating that he was at present not in a position to undertake additional 

clearance on this path but was happy for any volunteer to undertake the work. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would contact the Footpath Volunteer 

responsible for walking this path to see if they could undertake any minor 

clearance of vegetation in the interim. 

7. Minerals/Environment – Cllr Butler updated on the recent Sibelco 

meeting where no dust plan had been sent out.  There are now 10 horizontal 

Frisbees on site.  There were high dust levels at the end of June to July, also high 

readings recorded in May by the Dustscan gauge, which did not correspond with 
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the Frisbee data.  There were also low readings in the Osiris gauges which are to 

be checked with markers.  However no complaints from the public. 

At North Park Farm, work at the western end (Place Farm) has been delayed due to 

the presence of the Roman Snail.  Restoration is in progress with replanting from 

November to February and the bridleway to be reinstated within the next month. 

Pendell – Proceeding well with archaeology still in progress. 

Speynes Mere – Cllr Glenn reported on the meeting held on 19 October 2016.  A 

site management plan is now in place with repairs to fences being 

undertaken/already undertaken by Sibelco.  Currently no biological records 

specific to Speynes Mere are undertaken.  The Surrey Wildlife Trust (“SWT”) will 

try to get these.  The carp have gone, there have been no sightings of toad 

crossings in the last three years and there is an indication of the presence of mink.  

Three mink traps have been purchased by SWT.  In relation to the lagoon silting, 

the pipe is due to be relocated to assist with providing a suitable “beach” type 

effect for a perfect wildlife habitat.  The next meeting is scheduled for the 5
th

 April 

2017. 

Cllr Butler briefly updated on the progress of the air quality monitor.  The 

planning application process was complicated and believed to be unnecessary.  DC 

Black had been approached to assist with looking into this for the Council.  Leon 

Hibbs of Reigate and Banstead DC had confirmed he would be happy to calibrate 

the machine once installed. 

8. Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Tarrant explained that residents should be 

alert to an increase in peddlers in the area, ongoing fraud scams and animal 

shootings. 

9. Sports Association – There had been a meeting on the 8
th

 November to 

discuss the future of the Sports Pavilion.  Unless income was achieved or a partial 

rent negotiated for this facility, there would be a need to return it back to TDC to 

manage.  It had been suggested at the meeting to advertise its availability as a 

venue for those organisations not suited to the other hall facilities within the 

village, such as childrens’ parties and bike club meetings.  It was proposed to 

advertise the facility and thought be given to advertising for a part time manager 

which it was hoped that the Parish Council could consider funding initially. 

10. Street Lighting – Nothing to report. 

11. Transport 

• Redhill Aerodrome Future – To consider a response to the letter from Ann 

Bartaby.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would respond saying that it 

acknowledged the contents of the letter and submission made to TDC to have the 

site included in the TDC Local Plan for development and would be interested to 

see further details in due course. 

• A25 Speed Limit Review – To consider response to Philippa Gates (TDC) 

consultation questionnaire sent to residents affected by review.  Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would respond stating that it 

welcomed the opportunity given to residents to discuss the proposals. 

Cllr Glenn reported on a recently attended meeting at Gatwick Airport.  It was 

noted that its business had grown due to an increased number of operators using 

larger planes.  Its biggest customer was Easyjet who do not use the larger planes.  

There continues to be complaints about noise.  There is a new complaints system 
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called Casper which should register, acknowledge and deal with all complaints.  In 

relation to night flying, the flight performance team reports are available online.  A 

new Noise Management Board is expected to deal with arrivals and departures as 

from January. 

12. Tree Management 

• To consider a response to the draft Woodland Management Plan for 

Tilburstow and Graeme Hendry Wood put forward by the Surrey Wildlife Trust.  

Cllrs Butler and Tarrant had reviewed the documents and commented that the 

work proposed was generally believed to be good and thorough, whilst 

concentrating on the Tilburstow Hill area first due to easier access.  Tandridge is 

currently renting Tilburstow Hill and trying to remove the old wood.  The Wildlife 

Trust own the land and car park.  Work in the Graeme Hendry wood is limited to 

what can be managed without vehicular access.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would respond generally stating 

that we are happy with the plan and note that the work is concentrated on 

Tilburstow Hill with just safety issues being dealt with in the Graeme Hendry 

wood. 

• To agree costs for pruning tree work to High Street Trees and trees by the 

Village Green sign and the associated planning application.  A quote had been 

obtained from Nick Dance for the work.  £320 for the tree work to raise the canopy 

on the “Village Green”, £236 for the pruning of the 4 High Street trees; £45 for the 

planning application – all prices plus VAT.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the quote from Nick Dance be accepted and work 

instructed to be undertaken. 

13. Village Hall/Community Centre – To consider a response to an email 

from a user of the Village Hall.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk should respond saying that we note the 

contents of her email and acknowledge that the car park is dark at night.  

Lawrences’ lights go out at night as they are not open.  Warning notices are being 

considered as well as information on the booking forms advising users to be aware 

that it is dark at night and that additional lighting may need to be carried.  

Cllr Baharier reported that they had been unsuccessful with the funding application 

for the new chairs but that the Committee had agreed to use its funds to purchase 

100 chairs.  It was suggested that map location signage should be made available 

with bookings to ensure that users were aware of the location of the building.   

The Clerk confirmed that the new sign installed on the A25 was probably due to 

SCC Highways.  Permission had been obtained from Mr Lawrence that the Parish 

Council could be placed on the fence as additional signing.  

14. Website – Nothing to report. 

D Wiltshire left the meeting. 
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147/16 FINANCE  

 

11.1 To confirm renewal of subscription to Getmapping PLC for 2016/17 for 

£67.20 (incl VAT). 

RESOLVED - Approved. 

11.2 To agree an increase in the contribution to the annual Royal British Legion 

Poppy Appeal.   

RESOLVED – Approved an increase to £50. 
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11.3 Payments – to approve November accounts for payment. 

RESOLVED – The November accounts were approved for payment.  Cllrs Glenn 

and Baharier signed the invoices and cheque.  The Chairman signed and 

reconciled the bank statements and payment schedules.  The Chairman would 

approve the online payments. 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary) 840.99 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 50.02 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 81.59 

EP Cardiac Science (Misc) 40.74 

EP SSALC Limited (Training) 102.00 

EP Parish Online (Subscriptions) 67.20 

EP Stocksigns (Highways & Rights of Way) 62.78 

EP Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal (Donations) 50.00 

CHQ CPRE (Subscriptions) 36.00 

EP Nick Dance (Cemetery & P&OS) 894.00 

EP DA Landscaping (P&OS, Cemetery) 784.00 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 22.51 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

   £3,078.03 

KW 

148/16 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The list of correspondence was noted. 

12.1 Letter from Richard Coles of TDC re Flytipping Campaign – To consider a 

response. 

RESOLVED A request would be made for more information on the project and 

the following sites indicated as potential trouble spots – Church Lane, 

Springbottom Lane, Southpark and Waterhouse Lane.  Chris French might be 

interested in being involved in deploying CCTV units on his property. 

12.2 Letter from East Surrey Museum requesting sponsorship of the Museum 

with a regular annual contribution – To consider the request and agree a 

contribution if appropriate. 

RESOLVED – The Parish Council agreed a contribution of £50 for this year but 

that a request needed to be made every year. 

12.3 To consider a response to the consultation relating to the removal of the BT 

public payphone located at Barfields.  Agree/Object/Adopt. 

RESOLVED – Agree to the removal of the BT public payphone 

 

149/16 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

Cllr Baharier’s report on the recently attended SALC meeting 

Sports Pavilion part time manager 

Bletchingley Exhibition Fund confirmation of nominated trustees. 

Cobbles 

Christmas Tree Lights update 

 

150/16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
Planning Committee – 28 November 2016 

Full Council Meeting – 12 December 2016 

 

The meeting closed at 21.55. 


