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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 13 OCTOBER 2014 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

P A Glenn – Vice Chair 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, D Kiss, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling and CC Windsor, DC Black, DC Elias, DC Vickers and 13 

residents and Planning Consultant B Redding  

 

118/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Crawley Moore and PCSO 

Seymour. 

 

119/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

Cllr Butler declared a perception of bias in relation to item no. 8.2 under Planning, 

the nature of that bias being that of a near neighbour.  She would leave the meeting 

for this item. 

 

120/14 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 8 September July 2014 were 

approved and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee 

meeting held on 29
th

 September 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

121/14 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

K Tunstall asked a question of Mr Foster, which was supported by the Bletchingley 

Historical Society as to why he was purportedly standing in the way of English 

Heritage doing vital work to preserve Bletchingley Castle. 

B Redding, Mr Foster’s planning consultant responded saying that they did not wish 

to stand in the way of works to preserve and conserve the Castle remains.  The plan 

being put forward with the planning application was to do the work properly 

according to a private report commissioned by Mr Foster. 

B Sheldon, a Castle Place resident reported that he had spoken to English Heritage 

who would oversee works to clear the vegetation from the Castle site and then 

undertake a survey to cover the whole area.  He voiced concern that this additional 

development would make the total development of the site too big, with an increase 

in volume of about 60% overall.  There was also concern about the materials to be 

used in the design and that the proposed building would substantially reduce the 

amenity of the resident adjacent to the proposed site. 

B Redding referred to the Planning Statement which detailed a very clear argument 

to support this development within the greenbelt.  One of the conditions was to 

remove the castle monument from the “At Risk” register. 

B Sheldon commented that the old Castle Place had been knocked down 60 years 

ago and there had been promises referred to in previous applications in relation to 

the monument.  These promises were denied by B Redding. 
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Mrs Coppard enquired as to the Parish Council’s response to a previous planning 

application in relation to Cleves and Fairfax in Castle Street.  A copy of the minutes 

from that meeting were passed to her. 

Cllr Kiss had received a request from a resident for the provision of adult exercise 

equipment to be installed within the village. 

Cllr Trotman reported on the tree project for North Park Farm area following a 

meeting he had recently attended.  The Parish Council were asked to help find 

volunteers to plant the 11000 trees between now and February.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Parish Council agreed to help publicise this and to 

make enquiries of various groups for support.  The local schools would be contacted 

directly. 

Cllr Baharier reported on the flooding at Clare Cottages.  CC Windsor confirmed 

she had met with Highways representatives on site.  The Tandridge Local 

Committee had diverted funds for additional gulley cleaning which was being 

undertaken at Clare Cottages at the time of the site visit.  CC Windsor would 

continue to liaise with the Highways Team. 

Cllr Glenn reported on the ongoing traffic congestion along the A25.  It was 

believed this was due to a number of roadworks, namely at Redhill, on the M23 and 

at Pebble Hill. 

The inappropriate repair of the cobbles outside the Post Office was raised.  Cllr Kiss 

and CC Windsor would make enquiries as to who was responsible for the works and 

ask that the cobbles be reinstated appropriately once the contractor was known. 

The Chairman reported on an e-mail received from a resident in Outwood Lane 

enquiring as to what the Parish Council could do to improve broadband speed.  The 

Chairman would make further enquiries and report back. 

DC Black enquired as to whether the Yew Tree section of hedge at the Cemetery 

could be cut back further to allow pedestrians to pass unhindered underneath. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would instruct the Contractor to undertake 

this at one of the next regular maintenance visits. 
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122/14 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

CC Windsor thanked Cllr Trotman for raising the issue re the planned tree planting.  

She had a planned meeting with Highways scheduled for the 4
th

 November.  The 

police have been made aware that the Junction of Big Common Lane and Little 

Common Lane is an accident hot spot and data has been forwarded on to them 

following a recent incident.  It was hoped that Highways would look at this junction 

in relation to safety considerations.  The local MEP is trying to get involved with the 

GACC meetings.  CC Windsor confirmed she would also look into the issue around 

the High Street cobbles repairs. 

 

123/14 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 
Nothing to report. 

CC Windsor left the meeting. 

 

124/14 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 
The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda. 

DC Black, DC Elias and DC Vickers left the meeting. 

 

125/14 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 8.1 To consider a response to the letter from Alan Stones of Surrey County  
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Council Planning responding to our letter of complaint about the handling of 

Mercers South, Nutfield Planning Application TA/2013/1799.  It was thought that 

SCC felt that as the Planning Department had responded and therefore supposedly 

followed procedure, there did not seem to be a stage 2 for complaints.  It was felt 

that this response was unsatisfactory and some of the facts incorrect. 

RESOLVED – The Clerk would respond to Alan Stones initially to hold the 

complaint “open”.  Cllr Butler would obtain information from Nutfield and TAG 

A25 and the Residents Association in relation to their proof of original submission 

documents etc and then draft a response letter for consideration by council. 

Cllr Butler left the meeting as a result of her declared perception of bias in relation 

to item no. 8.2 under Planning, the nature of that bias being that of a near 

neighbour. 

8.2 TA/2014/1353 – Castle Place, Castle Square, Bletchingley, RH1 4LB – 

Erection of two attached two-storey residential units adjoining the western elevation 

of Castle Place together with the parking/garaging for 4 cars; and a new gated 

pedestrian access to the east of the side from the Greensand Way.  (VR)  Concern 

was expressed as to whether the funds proposed to be set aside for the protection of 

the monument was sufficient. 

RESOLVED – The Parish Council object on the grounds that it is an inappropriate 

development within the greenbelt, is outside of the settlement development line and 

that there is considerable loss of amenity to the closest neighbours in the attached 

property. 

Cllr Butler returned to the meeting. 

5 residents plus B Redding left the meeting. 

8.3 TA/2014/1411 – Marden Cottage, Stangrave Mews, Bletchingley Road, 

Godstone, RH9 8NB – Erection of entrance gate and fence with a maximum height 

of 1.02m to front of property.  (Retrospective)  (GF) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.4 Any other current planning matters – discussion only.   

The Chairman enquired as to whether planning permission had been granted for a 

previous planning application relating to works ongoing at Spring bottom Lane.  If 

permission had not been granted then the Parish Clerk would notify TDC of the 

possible planning contravention. 

The following applications were determined by delegated authority at TDC. 

Bletchingley Arms, 2 High Street, Bletchingley RH1 4PE - Premises Licence 

No. TAND\PREM\05\160\T1 

Granting of Transfer application and change of name – formerly The Plough. 

Joseph Charles Simkins – Issue No. 05/00232/LAPER Crawley BC 

Variation of the Designated Premises Supervisor. 

TA/2014/1226 - REFUSE 

4 Kenrick Square, Bletchingley, Redhill RH1 4PU - Erection of detached garage to 

south of main dwelling. 

Resident K Tunstall left the meeting. 
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126/14 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 
1. Affordable Housing – Cllr Trotman reported that a response had been 

received from a potential developer of the 4 sites being considered, the contents of 

which would need to be reviewed.  Reports on findings would be brought back to 
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council for consideration at a later meeting and residents notified is applicable. 

2. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground/Fields – the Allotment judging had 

taken place and certificates presented at the Horticultural Show.  The judge had 

been thanked for his voluntary judging.  The Clerk confirmed that the Stychens 

Lane plots had been weed killed and rotavated and the new tenants notified.  The 

Clerk reported that she had two new tenants waiting to go onto Little Common Lane 

but would require the same treatment of the plots to bring them back into order.  It 

was agreed that the Clerk would arrange for this to be done and confirm at the next 

meeting. 

Cllr Kiss reported on a complaint he had received about the poor condition of the 

grazing field at Stychens Lane.  The Clerk confirmed that she was trying to contact 

the tenant to undertake the works and that she had received a quote for the works 

but would report back at the next meeting with an update. 

3. CCTV – Nothing to report. 

4. Cemetery – The height of the yew tree hedge overhanging the footpath 

would be raised as discussed earlier.  

5. Community Speedwatch – Cllr Tarrant reported that there was roughly one 

session planned each month with the last one taking place in Outwood Lane. 

6. Footpaths and Bridleways – Cllr Glenn reported that she would undertake 

to walk the footpaths around the Pendell extension to check that all markers and 

diversions were as approved. 

All remaining residents left the meeting 

7. Minerals/Environment – Cllr Butler reported that the next Sibelco Liaison 

meeting was scheduled for the 27
th

 October.  IGas would be presenting a cheque to 

Church House on Tuesday and there would also be an open meeting on Wednesday 

at 2.30pm at the White Hart Barn in Godstone. 

8. Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Tarrant reported that positive steps had been 

taken by the police and papers served on a local family. 

9.  Sports Association – Cllr Trotman reported that there had been issues 

between TDC and those responsible for the use of main pavilion.  A fine had been 

issued against the Football Club and instructions given to restore equipment to 

original condition.  The fine had been paid and works completed.  The issue relating 

to the limited availability of hot water in the showers had been raised with TDC.   

Cllr Baharier updated on the funding application for works to Grange Meadow.  

Funds being sought now were in the region of £120k to £130k and a separate bank 

account would be opened for this.  Cllr Trotman reported that there should be 

cricket in Bletchingley next season. 

10. Street Lighting – No 5 in Outwood Lane was a dayburner.  The Clerk would 

report this. 

11. Tree Management – The Clerk reported that she had received a quote for the 

work to remove the piles of debris on Tilgate Common at a cost of £450 plus VAT.  

TDC had also agreed to assist with the removal of the debris if it could be moved to 

a suitable location for removal by a “Grab” lorry.  Following a discussion 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would endeavour to arrange a “Litter Pick” of 

Tilgate Common and to move the debris ready for TDC to collect.  She would also 

obtain a quote for the relocation of the debris rather than removal should there not 

be enough volunteers coming forward. 

The Clerk updated on progress with the quotes for the report on the High Street 

trees.  The original quote from Simon Jones Associates for £595 plus VAT for a 
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written report remained cheaper than the 2
nd

 quote received for £642 plus VAT.  

The resident originally complaining about the trees had requested an update.  

Following a discussion,  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Simon Jones Associates would be instructed to 

undertake the written report as the approved contractor at a cost of £595 plus VAT.  

A response would be sent to the resident informing her that the report was in hand 

and that no further work should be undertaken on the trees without permission from 

the Parish Council.  

12. Transport –  

a. To discuss the Council’s response to the invitation from Gatwick Co-

ordination Group (GACC) to provide the Parish Council’s support for opposition to 

the second Gatwick Runway.  Cllr Glenn confirmed this request was different to the 

previous GACC request for support and funding where the Council agreed to stay 

neutral as its councillors were divided.  There was a need to enquire as to whether 

this request had been sent to TDC and if so if a response had been given.  The 

information related to the impact and development as a whole and referred to 

information on what Gatwick Airport Limited itself had published. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would respond stating that they 

sympathise with the details of the letter from Crispin Blunt referred to in the 

correspondence from GACC and would like TDC to carefully consider the issues 

raised. 

b. Noise issues with Gatwick Airport.  Cllr Tarrant produced a report of noise 

levels from overhead passing aircraft monitored throughout the day on the 21
st
 

September 2014.  Anything over 80 decibels means an employer has to make ear 

protection available.  The worst noise level recorded was 75.  The noise appears to 

be worst with East to West air traffic movement. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would forward the information 

on to Gatwick Airport Limited. 

c. To consider a response to the online public consultation – Draft Local 

Transport Strategies and Forward Programmes (Reigate & Banstead, Surrey Heath 

and Tandridge).  Following a review of the questionnaire, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the consultation was more personal and therefore the 

Parish Council was not able to respond but would publicise the consultation for 

residents to respond directly. 

13. Village Hall/Community Centre – The next meeting is scheduled for 23 

October 2014.   

14. Website – No issues. 
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127/14 FINANCE  

 

10.1 Payments – The following September payments were approved. 

001247 Bletchingley Community Centre (Hall Hire) 12.00 

001248 Mrs K Wantling (Salary)  785.60 

001249 HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 31.05 

001250 SSALC Limited (Training) 72.00 

001251 Kent Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance (Grants) 250.00 

001252 DA Landscaping (Cemetery and Parks & Open Spaces 1057.00 
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001253 Nick Dance (Allotments and Parks & Open) 468.00 

001254 Robert McCarthy (Parks & Open Spaces and War Memorial) 40.14 

DD Telecoms Consortium 15.00 

DD Plusnet plc 27.60 

DD British Telecommunications 24.60 

DD Telecoms Consortium 15.00 

£2,797.99 

128/14 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The List of Correspondence was noted with issues requiring comment on the 

agenda. 

11.1 To review response to TDC online survey relating to Council Tax Support 

changes for 2015/16.  Response date by 23 October 2014. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council support Option C by 5 to 3 (Cllrs 

Baharier, Trotman and Kiss were against option C).  In response to Section 2 – 

comments, the response was that “Higher band properties should pay more”.  

Section 3 – Organisation.  Q4 to Q8 were irrelevant for completion by a Parish 

Council. 

11.2 To consider whether to make representation to TDC in relation to the Parish 

Council Tax support which TDC are proposing to eliminate entirely. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council did not want to make 

representation. 

11.3 To consider a request from Surrey Crimestoppers for a donation towards the 

work that their volunteers do for 2014/15.  (Local Government and Rating Act 

1997 s31) 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would continue to support Surrey 

Crimestoppers and agreed a grant of £50.  
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129/14 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 
Review of Standing Orders and promotional information in the run up to Parish 

elections in May 2015. 

 

130/14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
Planning Committee – 27 October 2014   

Full Council – 10 November 2014 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10 pm 


