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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2017 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, P Glenn, D Kiss, L Sherlock, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, DC Elias, DC Vickers, CC Thorn and 9 Residents 

 

134/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received and accepted from DC Black.  

135/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

The Chairman declared that she might be considered to have a perception of bias 

in relation to planning applications TA/2017/2044 and 2042, the nature of that bias 

being a near neighbour.  In accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, she 

would abstain from voting. 

 

136/17 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 09
th

 October 2017 were approved 

and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 

held on 30
th

 October 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

137/17 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

To consider a request for help in securing the future of the “At Risk” Bletchingley 

Castle.  Paul Cove explained his concern for the future of the Castle Place 

Monument remains and requested advice as to how best to try to secure its future.  

A previous planning application for the conversion of Castle Place into 6 flats 

included a condition in the permission for ensuring the future management of the 

Bletchingley Castle Scheduled Ancient Monument.  The management company 

originally set up by the owner of the land for this purpose has since been dissolved.  

Mr Cove confirmed he had written to TDC Planning, SCC M Higgins and Historic 

England expressing his concern about the future of the monument.  The Clerk 

confirmed she had spoken to a member of the Historical Society who had 

confirmed that the first contact should be with Historic England.  Cllr Baharier 

suggested contacting Save British Heritage.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would write to TDC Planning 

and SCC M Higgins acknowledging Mr Cove’s correspondence to them and 

requesting that they look into this matter.  Mr Cove was asked to keep the Parish 

Council informed of any updates.  Cllr Butler suggested that Mr Cove approach 

Surrey Mirror and Radio links to try to gain support for the conservation of the 

monument remains.  Mr Cove was thanked for taking the lead on this issue. 

Mr Unwin briefly reported on item no 9.3 as a number of residents were unhappy 

with the condition of the area as a result of it becoming an informal HGV parking 

area on a regular basis.  DC Elias and CC Thorn would update later in the meeting. 

Cllr Cock reported on a complaint about the condition of Barfields.  This had 

already been brought to the attention of CC Thorn. 
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In relation to planning application 10.1 and 10.2 a number of residents had 

expressed concern, particularly about the access and HGVs. 

A complaint had also been received by a resident in Church Lane about the 

number of large HGVs using the lane.  It was suggested that details of the 

offending vehicles Registration number and company name and time are taken 

down.  These can then be used to approach the company to enquire as to whether 

the vehicles are meant to be using that lane or if an alternative could be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

138/17 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

DC Elias reported that the issue surrounding HGV parking at the junction of 

Waterhouse Lane and the A25 was known to the District Council and was also a 

health and safety hazard.  A petition signed by a number of local residents had 

been sent to DC Black and CC Thorn.  Sibelco had been approached for assistance 

with providing large boulders to block the access to HGVs.  Unfortunately Sibelco 

were not able to provide this assistance. 

CC Thorn briefly updated on her meeting with Cllrs Glenn and Kiss to go over 

various highway matters raised by residents.  She had subsequently met with 

Highways to discuss these issues.  An approach had been made with Coppards 

who were willing to provide and install concrete blocks for the Waterhouse Lane 

junction free of charge.  It was acknowledged that these vehicles park along other 

areas in Waterhouse Lane as well and further afield, usually whist waiting for the 

Cormongers site to open early in the morning.  Cllr Butler confirmed that BIFFA 

were only able to deal with the HGV parking on roads in close proximity to their 

Cormongers entrance. 

The Clerk suggested as a long term alternative to the concrete blocks was the 

construction of a bund which could be grass seeded and planted with spring bulbs.  

In the short term CC Thorn and Mr Unwin would arrange for the installation of the 

concrete blocks until a long term solution could be arranged.  CC Thorn would 

also contact Blockade Transport for possible assistance with providing a source of 

suitable infil to level the area. 

In relation to CC Thorn’s meeting with Cllrs Glenn and Kiss on traffic calming in 

the village, she confirmed that she had provided a copy of the plans to Philippa 

Gates for consideration who had subsequently confirmed that it was now on the 

list for consideration by Highways.  The issue around the Clare Cottages drain 

flooding would be investigated further.  The Clerk would email details of the 

blocked gulley at the layby by the Bletchingley Arms to CC Thorn for 

consideration.  DC Vickers, Elias and CC Thorn left the meeting. 
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139/17 CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS  

 

To update on reinstallation and approve associated adjusted electrical costs and to 

consider what action should be taken in relation to lights not used. 

Cllr Kiss reported that he had periodically supervised the installation.  The old 

lights had had to be cut out of the tree and in the end only 10 of the 18 new strings 

of lights were used.  To gain access higher up the tree would have required tree 

climbing equipment as well as the Cherry Picker.  Cllr Kiss felt that the 10 strings 

appeared to give a balanced display in any event.  Improvements had also been 

made to the electrical connection to ensure that it could cope with the new lights 

including a better timer.  This was an additional cost of £146.40.  Consideration 

was then given to a suitable location for some of the remaining light strings.  

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the additional costs were agreed; a cost for 
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installing some strings in the High Street tree outside Lamingtons would be 

obtained (previous lights had been provided and installed by Cllr Kiss).  

Lamingtons had confirmed they were happy to provide the electric supply in return 

for the display of light.  Subject to the installation cost not coming in at more than 

£1000 from the same contractor, the Clerk could approve the installation hopefully 

in time for a switch on of 1 December.  It was suggested that DC Black be 

approached to switch the lights on and the Bletchingley Community Choir be 

asked if they would like to sing.  The Clerk would make the approaches to both. 
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140/17 VILLAGE SIGN  

 

To consider costs involved with the replacement of the rotting wooden post that 

holds the village Sign and Olympic Torch Sign. 

When the sign was removed for repainting it was noted that the oak wooden post 

supporting the sign also needed replacing.  It was acknowledged that this had been 

in situ for 9 years.  Only one quote had been received. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the replacement by A W Humphries of the oak 

post, including installation and replacement of all existing signage at a cost of 

£382 was approved.  2 residents left the meeting. 
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141/17 POLICING ISSUES   

 No report.  

142/17 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 

The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.   

9.1 The Silent Soldier had been purchased and paid for prior to the November 

meeting and installed on the grass bank opposite Lawrence the Auctioneers.  There 

was concern expressed that it did not stand out enough.  Cllr Baharier offered to 

provide a couple of solar powered lights to light it up at night.  Cllr Kiss suggested 

placing a white tape round the edges of the soldier to define its edges.  Both 

suggestions were approved. 

9.2 Report on meeting with CC R Thorn re traffic calming measures.  Cllr Kiss 

explained that the calming measures suggested were in essence a resurrection of 

previously shelved (by SCC Highways) improvement ideas for the High Street and 

as a result of recent applications for new access points on the High Street.  

Measures being suggested were: (i) a refuge island outside the village hall but 

unlikely to succeed due to SCC funding constraints and (ii) road markings to 

enhance access points along the High Street to encourage drivers to slow down 

through the High Street.  This report had been taken by CC Thorn and discussed 

with SCC Highways who would consider it. 

9.3 To review what action can be taken to repair the damaged grass verge 

currently used by HGVs for parking at Waterhouse Lane/A25 junction and to 

agree associated costs if appropriate.  This item had already been discussed earlier 

in the meeting with a temporary solution having been agreed. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would arrange a site meeting with a local 

contractor to consider the suitability of a bund as a permanent solution. 

6 residents left the meeting. 

9.4 To receive an update on the General Data Protection Regulations Training 

attended by the Clerk.  The Clerk had provided a basic report on the training, 

detailing what measures she believed the Parish Council needed to consider 

implementing prior to the new regulations coming into force in May 2018.  This 
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report was still however draft until approval from her training sources had been 

obtained.  The main consideration appeared to be the production of privacy notices 

giving clear reasons as to when and why personal data may be requested. 

143/17 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

A local resident (B Measor) expressed concerns about the two applications relating 

to Black Bushes.  These were mainly in relation to the size of the barn, the large 

vehicles that are likely to subsequently require access to the property on roads not 

suitable for HGVs, following the development and related noise and hygiene 

issues. 

10.1 TA/2017/2044 – Black Bushes, White Hill Lane, Bletchingley RH1 4QY - 

Erection of cattle treatment pen. (Retrospective).  (CH) 

RESOLVED – The Parish Council had no objection in principle, subject to the 

number of cattle remaining appropriate for the size of the property. 

10.2 TA/2017/2042 - Black Bushes, White Hill Lane, Bletchingley RH1 4QY - 

Erection of agricultural barn.  (CH) 

RESOLVED – The Parish Council object on the grounds that it is an 

inappropriate development within the greenbelt.  The size of the requested barn is 

too large for the location.  The previous application relating to the provision of the 

shipping containers was refused, yet the containers remain in situ on the property.  

The application for the cattle treatment pen is also retrospective with the cattle 

treatment pen already constructed.  The access to this property is not suitable for 

use by HGV vehicles, both as part of the construction and of the operation of the 

facility, particularly as these vehicles are likely to be forced to use part of the 

private road of Hextalls Lane which is opposite the access in order to obtain a 

sufficient turning circle to gain access to the site. 

10.3 TA/2017/2177 - 11, Knights Way, Godstone, RH9 8FD - Erection of two 

detached outbuildings and boundary fence to rear.  (JH) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

10.4 TA/2017/2233 - Elmhurst, Godstone Road, Bletchingley RH1 4PL - 

Erection of single storey wrap around extension incorporating pitched roof canopy 

to front elevation.  (NR) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

10.5 TA/2017/2193/TCA - Berry House, 58 High Street, Bletchingley RH1 4PA - 

T1) To section fell semi mature Yew tree located in the rear garden on the left 

hand boundary. The tree is dropping poisonous berries that the dog is constantly 

eating and getting sick. T2) To section fell semi mature Yew tree located in the 

rear garden on the left hand boundary. The tree is dropping poisonous berries that 

the dog is constantly eating and getting sick.  (AD) 

RESOLVED – No objection 

10.6 Any other current planning matters – discussion only – None. 
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144/17 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground/Fields – Cllr Sherlock reported 

that she hopefully had some residents interested in forming a working group to 

look at the renovation opportunities for the Stychens Lane Playground. 

To consider what action should be taken to secure the one section of fence at the 

Little Common Lane large gate and agree associated costs if appropriate.  

Following recent reports of tampering at the allotments and evidence that pointed 
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to access being gained at this point, consideration was given to installing an 

additional section of palisade fence panel on the side of the gate.  The quote for 

this was £190 plus VAT.  Following a discussion,  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the cost of the additional panel at £190 be agreed 

and that Nick Dance would be instructed to undertake the installation. 

2. CCTV – To review the costs and benefits of updating the CCTV cameras 

and to agree whether to upgrade the cameras accordingly.  The Chairman 

explained that the CCTV contract with Sunstone has now been in place for nearly 

5 years and the cameras are starting to fail.  As part of the maintenance agreement, 

Sunstone will be replacing these at their cost, like for like.  As there are now new 

cameras on the market, significantly better than our existing ones and which 

include infrared lights consideration has been given to upgrade the cameras.  

Sunstone have agreed to upgrade all the cameras at a discounted figure of £3020 

with the new Darkfighter camera from Hikvision which provides better night time 

viewing in locations with poor night lights.  This is the additional cost they would 

have to pay between the replacement like for like cameras and the price of the new 

upgraded cameras.  They will also provide us with a one year extended 

warranty/support free of charge which means that we will not have to pay the 

annual maintenance charge of £1,154 in 2018 and that the next time it will be due 

will be in June 2019.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the upgrade of the existing 6 cameras was agreed 

and the Clerk would confirm this with Sunstone. 

3. Cemetery – Nothing to report. 

4. Community Speedwatch – Nothing to report. 

5. Footpaths and Bridleways – Nothing to report. 

6. Minerals/Environment – Cllr Butler’s report was noted.   

It was noted that Alan Stones has now retired from SCC and is therefore no longer 

on the Sibelco Liaison Committee.  North Park Fam Quarry – all workings on 

schedule with northern footpath being reinstated by 2018/9 but not made into a 

bridleway.  Pendell Farm – sand extraction to be restarted soon following removal 

of horses.  2 planning applications are imminent – total site boundary from 

Mercers West to Godstone haul route to come under one single plan with one final 

date for restoration.  This was not expected to delay progressive restoration.  3 

public exhibitions are expected prior to these applications, 1 at the quarry, 1 in 

Godstone and one in Bletchingley.  No concerns re dust monitoring.  Kitchen 

Copse Maintenance Plan – this has been put on hold pending further consultations. 

Air Quality – The October report showed 5 PM10 exceedances with the average 

being 40µg/m
3
.  The average for PM2.5 was 11µg/m

3
.  Vegetation around the air 

quality monitor is still waiting to be cut back.  There are currently no NOx 

readings from Godstone.  TAGA25 have yet to send the air quality data to Louise 

Round of TDC. 

7. Neighbourhood Watch – Nothing to report. 

8. Sports Association – The Committee are still trying to secure a cricket 

team for Grange Meadow. 

9. Street Lighting – Nothing to report. 

10. Transport – GACC AGM scheduled for Friday 17
th

 November. 

11. Tree Management – The Clerk confirmed she had been notified that the 

tree work required by the recently carried out tree survey has been completed. 

12. Village Hall/Community Centre – Cllr Baharier reported that the 
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Committee are looking at costings for replacing the tables for a lighter and cheaper 

version.  The Village Hall needs a new boiler and consideration is being given to 

installing a HIVE like heating system in the Community Centre. 

13. Website – Nothing to report. 

145/17 FINANCE  

 

12.1 To confirm renewal of subscription to Getmapping PLC for 2017/18 for 

£67.20. 

RESOLVED – Approved  

12.2 To approve November accounts for payment 

The payment to RBL Surrey was actioned on 20/10/17 by the Clerk and the 

Chairman to ensure the Silent Solder was delivered and installed prior to 

Remembrance Sunday. 

 

EP RBL Surrey (Donations) 250.00 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary) 850.07 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 50.76 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 82.41 

EP Robert McCarthy (P&OS) 85.88 

EP SSALC Limited (Training) 126.00 

EP Parish Online (Getmapping Plc) (Subscriptions) 67.20 

EP CPRE (Subscriptions) 36.00 

EP Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal (Donations) 50.00 

EP Linda Baharier (Misc) 18.90 

EP A W Humphries (P&OS) 478.00 

EP Signature Projects Ltd (Misc) 1,983.90 

EP D A Landscaping (Cemetery/P&OS/Highways) 1,560.00 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 39.42 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

   £5,724.74 

 

12.3 To acknowledge receipt of CIL Neighbourhood Plan payment of £9398.60.  

The Clerk reported that she was still trying to get confirmation of this payment’s 

origin from TDC and would report back once known.  
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146/17 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 The list of correspondence was noted.  

147/17 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 Precept Forecast/Budget Review  

148/17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

Planning Committee – 27 November 2017 

Full Council Meeting – 11 December 2017 

The meeting closed at 21.30 

 

 


