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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 12 MAY 2014 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

P A Glenn – Vice Chair 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, K Crawley-Moore, D Kiss and P Tarrant 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, CC Windsor, DC G Black, T Elias and D Vickers, D Turner, D 

Wiltshire and Mr Cove   

 

55/14 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2014/2015  

 

Cllr Butler proposed and Cllr Baharier seconded that Cllr Ray continue as 

Chairman.  This was unanimously agreed and Cllr Ray accepted the post of 

Chairman for a further year. 

 

56/14 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN FOR 2014/2015  

 

Cllr Ray proposed and Cllr Butler seconded that Cllr Glenn continue as Vice 

Chairman.  This was unanimously agreed and Cllr Glenn accepted the post of Vice 

Chairman for a further year. 

 

57/14 SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE  

 
The Chairman and Vice Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

book. 

 

58/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Trotman who was on holiday and 

the Police who were at another panel meeting. 

 

59/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 There were no changes to the Declarations of Interest.  

60/14 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 14
th

 April 2014 were approved and 

signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 

28
th

 April 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

61/14 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

DC Black reported on the increased level of “dumping” of household rubbish at the 

recycling area of Grange Meadow.  This was cleared on a regular basis. 

A request was made for the Cemetery gates to be painted.  The Clerk stated that they 

were in need of repainting as well as replacing of the side posts for the small gate.  

The Clerk would look into costs. 

CC Windsor personally apologised for the recently voted in increase in County 

Councillor allowances which she herself had not voted for.  Many Councillors were 

either not taking the allowance or donating it to Charity. 

The Chairman confirmed that progress was being made with the Lengthsman 
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Scheme and details would be forwarded to CC Windsor in due course.  

62/14 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 

The Chairman read from the report provided by PCSO Vicky Seymour.  The 

majority related to criminal damage, particularly to vehicles.  Cllr Butler requested 

whether the Nutfield and Bletchingley crimes could be separated in the weekly 

crime report that is circulated.  CC Windsor agreed to raise this with Surrey Police. 

There was a general discussion about the reorganisation of the force and the loss of 

a dedicated PCSO.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT a letter would be written expressing this concern to 

Kevin Hurley with a copy to Angie Austin and the Surrey Mirror.  Cllr Tarrant 

would draft the letter for agreement. 

 

63/14 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.    

64/14 TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE  

 

It was confirmed that all Councillors were members of the Planning Committee.  

Nomination for the Chairman and Vice Chairman would take place at the next 

Planning Committee Meeting. 

CC Windsor and DC Elias, Black and Vickers left the meeting. 

 

65/14 TO APPOINT REPRESENTATIVES on the undermentioned bodies.  

 

The following representations were agreed. 

North Park Quarry Liaison Committee – Cllr Butler 

10.1 Spynes Mere Conservation Management Group – Cllr Butler 

10.2 Redhill Aerodrome Consultative Committee – Cllr Glenn 

10.3 TAG A25 (“Traffic Action Group”) – Cllr Butler 

10.4 QOG (“Quarry Observation Group”) – Cllr Butler 

10.5 Surrey Tree Warden – Cllrs Tarrant and Butler 

10.6 Bletchingley Village Hall Management Committee – Cllrs Baharier, Tarrant 

and Butler.  Cllr Baharier would be the reporting contact. 

10.7 It was also agreed that Cllr Butler would be the Parish Council representative 

in relation to iGas, formerly known as Star Energy. 

 

66/14 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

11.1 TA/2014/631 – Sunnybank, Castle Street, Bletchingley RH1 4QA – Erection 

of single storey extension with roof lantern to north west elevation.  (SM) 

RESOLVED: No objection. 

11.2 TA/2014/680 – Tanglefields, Lower South Park, South Godstone, RH9 8LF 

– Demolition of three outbuildings to north, northwest and west elevations.  Erection 

of detached garage with storage space to north elevation.  (RE)  

RESOLVED: No objection. 

11.3 Any other current planning matters – discussion only – None. 

 

 

KW 

 

 

KW 

67/14 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 
1. To agree areas of responsibility for 2014/15.  The areas were agreed.  Tree 

Wardens would be changed to Tree Management and would only be on the agenda 

every year to review the surveys or as required as tree work would normally be 
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included within specified locations. 

2. Affordable Housing – Nothing to report.  Another working group meeting 

would be arranged with updates provided at the June meeting. 

3. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground – Cllr Crawley Moore reported that 

all tenants were grateful for the changed padlock arrangement. 

• To consider a response to an allotment tenant’s request for compensation. 

This was a claim for fruit bushes seeds and plants and weed clearance of the 

allotment.  It was noted that this was the first correspondence since the Parish 

Council’s response in September 2013 to the alleged claim of contamination of the 

soil on the allotment plot.  .  Following a discussion 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would respond stating that we note they 

will not be renewing and did not take up the original offer of an alternative plot, 

which is still available.  The position of the Parish Council remains the same as 

before in that there are no grounds for a claim of contaminated soil and therefore 

there will be no payment of compensation.  The Clerk confirmed that the Insurers 

have confirmed that they are happy with the proposed response. 

4. CCTV – To consider and agree costs in relocating the Whyte Harte camera 

to an alternative location.  (Local Government and Rating Act 1997 s31).  The 

Chairman confirmed the costs involved with relocated the Whyte Harte camera to 

94 High Street where the old Metal Mickey used to be housed would be £250 plus 

VAT for the relocation with a possible additional £405 plus VAT should a wireless 

hop be required.  Mr and Mrs Martin had confirmed they were happy for the camera 

to be relocated to their property and that the electric supply was still available.   

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the relocation costs be agreed and instructions given 

to the contractor to undertake the move. 

The Chairman updated on the recent request for footage from the Church House 

camera which had shown evidence of a crime being committed but due to the night 

vision “blurr” was not clear enough for any identification.  Recent changes to force 

the night vision into colour had resulted in the “ghosting blurr” which until now had 

not been clear as to how this affected the footage.  A further meeting was planned 

with Sunstone to try to resolve this issue. 

5. Cemetery – Approval for 1 request for a memorial for P4.  This was 

approved.   

6. Community Speedwatch – There was another Community Speedwatch 

planning meeting scheduled for the 13
th

 June 2014.  Anyone interested in attending 

to please contact D Turner. 

7. Footpaths and Bridleways – The Footpath by Castle Place has now been 

cleared.  There were two other reports of overhanging trees on/adjacent to footpaths 

(Footpath 506 and Bridleway 288, part of the Greensand Way) but these were not 

considered to be worth reporting as they were not considered an obstruction.   

8. Minerals/Environment – Sibelco: Cllr Butler reported that there was a  

site visit to view the Pendell works. Footpath 160 is now open. The conveyor belt  

system has been completed but not connected. There are 4 new dust gauges in place  

around the school to provide the background readings before quarrying begins,  

probably around July.  Place Farm residents have been reassured that the  

overlap period will not be longer than 18 months, despite the delays caused by the  

wet weather. 

Mercers Park - No further news. 

I-Gas – previously oil has been extracted from the appraisal wells.  Now they are 
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looking at liquified natural gas (LNG) for the National Grid and gas for electricity 

generation.  An application to renew the temporary appraisal permission is expected.  

9. Neighbourhood Watch – Many minor incidents were not on the report 

provided, such as overturned plant pots and horse dung on pavements.  The Annual 

Neighbourhood Watch had seen around 45 people attend who stayed until around 

9.30pm.  The talk on cyber crime had been very informative.  Post Office surgeries 

were now cancelled and Police Panel meetings were likely to be cancelled as well if 

attendance did not improve. 

10. Tilgate Common – To approve grass cutting costs and schedule for the 

cleared Common.  (Open Spaces Act 1906 s10; LGA 1972 s144).   

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the cost of £165 per cut was agreed with the first 

being instructed to be undertaken as soon as possible. 

An additional set of quotes was still awaited for the tree survey work.  These would 

be discussed at the June meeting. 

11. Sports Association – Cllr Baharier reported that she had met with various 

representatives of the Sports Association and TDC to review plans for requesting 

funding for the car park and lighting etc.  Cllr Kiss was producing draft plans and 

Cllr Baharier would assist with the wording on the funding applications. 

12. Street Lighting – No reports. 

13. Transport 

(i) Runway Options Consultation from 4 April to 16 May 2014.  To consider 

the response to be giving using the Consultation Form. 

Cllr Glenn had produced a report which was circulated to all Councillors in advance 

of the meeting.  The proposal was not to answer the Consultation Form as the 

questions were too vague, but to send a letter in to Gatwick Airport.  A vote was 

taken as to Cllrs positions in relation to the new runway.  Cllr Kiss and the Chairman 

were in favour of the new runway.  Cllrs Tarrant, Cock, Butler and Glenn were 

against and Cllrs Baharier and Crawley-Moore were undecided.  Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT – The Council would “sit on the fence” until more 

details were available.  Cllr Glenn would draft a response to Gatwick Airport along 

similar lines to that proposed by GATCOM.  This would be circulated to councillors 

for confirmation before the Clerk sent the agreed response. 

14. Tree Management – This had been discussed under Areas of Responsibility. 

15. Village Hall/Community Centre – Cllr Butler reported that the new Urns 

were now installed in the Village Hall and Community Centre.  All users of the Hall 

had been asked to be aware of the work to the roof of Lawrence the Auctioneers 

building.  Cllr Cock expressed concern in relation to the lack of Village Hall 

Management Committee meetings and that the affairs of the Village Hall do not 

seem to being conducted in a public manner.  Only one meeting has taken place 

since the last Annual meeting.  It was noted that the Executive Committee have met 

but not the Management Committee.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk should write to the Chairman of the Village 

Hall Management Committee, Debbie Hale, expressing concern about the lack of 

meetings and appealing for the affairs of the Village Hall to be conducted in a more 

open public manner. 

16. Website – The latest newsletter has been sent out with a further reminder to 

be sent out in relation to the Annual Parish Meeting.  The North Park Quarry tab has 

been updated to include all minutes of the Liaison Committee Meetings to date. 
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D Turner, D Wiltshire and Mr Cove left the meeting. 

68/14 FINANCE  

 

13.1 To review and approve renewal of the insurance policy for 14/15.  Cllr Cock 

confirmed the renewal was the last of the 3 year commitment and the increase was 

due to the additional assets added over the last year. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the renewal be approved at the price of £958.40. 

13.2 To consider renewal of TVSC subscription for a further year.  (LGA 1972 

s143). 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the renewal be agreed for a further year. 

13.3 To consider renewal of GACC subscription for a further year.  (LGA 1972 

s143).  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the renewal be agreed for a further year. 

13.4 The May accounts were approved for payment. 

001197 Bletchingley Community Centre 12.00 

001198 Mrs K Wantling 785.60 

001199 HM Revenue & Customs Only 31.05 

001200 S A Ray 140.00 

001201 Zurich Municipal 958.40 

001202 TVSC 10.00 

001203 GACC 10.00 

001204 Peter Frost 123.96 

001205 St Catherine’s Hospice 200.00 

001206 Nick Dance 552.00 

001207 SSALC Limited 26.40 

001208 Arrow Print Services Ltd 85.00 

001209 DA Landscaping 894.00 

001210 Printmates 95.00 

DD Telecoms Consortium 15.00 

DD Plusnet plc 27.60 

DD British Telecommunications 23.17 

  £3989.18 

 

13.5 (i) Approval and signature of Annual Return for year ended 31/03/14.  (ii) 

To approve the Internal Auditor’s comments.  (iii) To consider the re-appointment of 

Peter Frost as Internal Auditor for 2014//15 financial year. 

RESOLVED – (i) Approved and signed; (ii) Approved and noted; (iii) Approved re-

appointment of Peter Frost as Internal Auditor. 

13.6 Clerk’s Pension – to update on clerk’s pension arrangements. 

The Clerk left the meeting. The Chairman updated the council and in light of the 

recent SALC email to the Chair regards the unaffordability of the LGPS, and the fact 

that SALC were also seeking further advice it was decided that the Chair in 

conjunction with the Vice Chair would consult further with SALC before coming 

back to the council accordingly. 

The Clerk returned to the meeting and resumed minute taking. 
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69/14 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

14.1 Consider response to letter from Oxted CAB requesting continued financial 

assistance for this financial year (LGA 1972 s142).  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT a donation of £150 be agreed. 

14.2 Consider response to Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign (GACC) 

requesting a donation of £100 or £200 for the runway campaign (LGA 1972 s137).  

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT no donation would be given. 

 

 

KW 

 

 

KW 

70/14 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

Review of existing policies and procedures and risk assessment. 

War Memorial – inclusion of missing inscriptions. 

Commemoration of World War 1 – possibility of joining forces with TDC and 

“poppy picnics” etc.  Providing funding support for other organisations helping to 

celebrate the event.  

 

 

 

71/14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

Annual Parish Meeting – 19 May 2014 

Planning Committee Meeting – 27 May 2014 (Tuesday due to Bank Holiday) 

Full Council Meeting – 9 June 2014 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.22 pm 


