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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 12 JUNE 2017 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

P Glenn – Vice Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, D Kiss, L Sherlock, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, DC Black, DC Vickers, CC Thorn, D Turner and D Wiltshire 

 

78/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received and accepted from PCSO Seymour and DC Elias.  

79/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

Cllr Kiss declared that he had a perception of bias in relation to planning 

application TA/2017/1077, the nature of that bias being a near neighbour.  In 

accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, he would leave the meeting 

whilst this matter was being discussed and voted upon. 

 

80/17 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 8
th

 May 2017 were approved and 

signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 

30
th

 May 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  The report of the 

Annual Village Meeting held on 15
th

 May 2017 was agreed and signed as a true 

record. 

 

81/17 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

It was noted that the lights in Crescent Road are on all night.  D Turner reported 

that a light was apparently coming on at 4am in the morning in Barfields.  It was 

thought that these were likely to be glitches and therefore no reports would be 

made at this stage or the lights in Crescent Road might be turned off 

Cllr Baharier commented again on the contractor parking in Outwood Lane.  DC 

Black would speak to TDC Planning.  Following a discussion 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would write a letter to the developer 

requesting that the contractors park respectfully or use alternative parking 

locations. 

Cllr Trotman praised the contractor who had recently undertaken the grass cutting 

along the banks on Rabies Heath Road and requested that this be passed on.  The 

Clerk confirmed she had already thanked the contractor for the work. 

Cllr Cock commented on the un-kept condition of the War Memorial.  

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would approach Mr McCarthy to do some 

gardening around the war memorial. 

4.1 To consider concerns raised by a resident in relation to fly tipping around 

Tilgate Common and the condition of Stychens Lane playground.  Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT (i) the Clerk would arrange with Nick Dance to add 

the grass cutting of the area above the wall at Tilgate Common to the schedule if 
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under £100; (ii) investigation into the equipment, surveys and grants would be 

undertaken.  It was suggested that Biffa could be approached for a possible grant 

and Sibelco for sand for the surface.  Sue Ford at Nutfield Parish Council had 

recently assisted with the improvement of the playground equipment in Nutfield 

and therefore might be a good contact.  (iii) a Survey should be undertaken at the 

Village Fair. 

The Clerk reported on an email received in relation to keeping Street light no 11 in 

Coneybury on.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Parish Council did not believe they could support 

individual requests to keep residential lights on unless there were special 

circumstances and that individuals were responsible for their own security lighting 

around their property. 

82/17 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

CC Thorn had nothing to report.  She stated she would like to meet with a 

representative of the Council to work out how best to work with the Council.  It 

was agreed that Cllr Glenn would meet with CC Thorn.  Cllr Butler suggested that 

it would be beneficial for CC Thorn to attend TAG A25 meetings. 

DC Black enquired as to whether the hedge by the layby near Bletchingley Arms 

was to be cut.  The Clerk confirmed that this was on the contractor’s schedule. 

DC Vickers reported that there was funding available towards affordable housing 

project advice which the Council could ask for if it chooses to go down the route 

of additional affordable housing.  The chairman stated that at this stage the Parish 

Council were awaiting the outcome of the TDC projects. 

The Chairman congratulated CC Thorn on her appointment as County Councillor 

and DC Black on her appointment as Chairman of TDC. 

CC Thorn, DC Black and DC Vickers left the meeting. 

 

83/17 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 

6.1 To note response from PC Stuart Underwood to our letter voicing concerns 

about a reduction in PCSO’s, lack of visible policing and non-attendance at 

council meetings.  The contents of the response were noted. The fact that there was 

little opportunity for the police to attend Parish Councils on a regular basis due to 

commitments and resource restrictions was agreed to be a disappointment.  The 

letter also directed us to on line statistics including “Crimeonyourstreet”; 

“UKCrimeStats” and “Police.uk” 

 

84/17 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.  

85/17 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

8.1 TA/2017/808 – 5 The Grange, Outwood Lane, Bletchingley RH1 4LR - 

Removal of existing window and installation of single glazed door and formation 

of step and paving slab to north elevation of dwelling. (Listed Building Consent) 

(NR) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.2 TA/2017/805 - 29 Clare Cottages, Barfields, Bletchingley RH1 4RE - 

Demolition of existing front porch and rear conservatory. Erection of single storey 

front and side extension and single storey rear extension.  (HB)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 
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8.3 TA/2017/1059 - 16 Tilgate Common, Bletchingley RH1 4NP - Demolition 

of existing porch and garage. Erection of two storey side extension incorporating 

bay window to front elevation, single storey rear extension and front porch in 

association with pitched roof over existing bay window.  (JH)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.4 TA/2017/1021 – Black Bushes, White Hill Lane, Bletchingley, RH1 4QY – 

Erection of cattle treatment pen.  (Retrospective).  (WS)  

RESOLVED – No objection in principle but we note that to our knowledge, there 

are no cattle and/or proof of cattle to warrant the cattle treatment pen. 

8.5 TA/2017/1043 – Black Bushes, White Hill Lane, Bletchingley, RH1 4QY - 

Erection of three shipping containers to be used agricultural purposes 

(Retrospective).  (WS)  

RESOLVED – Objection on the grounds that this is an inappropriate development 

within the greenbelt. 

Cllr Kiss declared a Perception of Bias in relation to planning application 

TA/2017/1077/TCA the nature of the Bias being that of a near neighbour.  In 

accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, he left the meeting whilst this 

matter was being discussed and voted upon. 

8.6 TA/2017/1077/TCA – 57 High Street, Bletchingley, Surrey, RH1 4PB - 

Remove 2 Eucalyptus and 1 Sycamore.  (SH)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

Cllr Kiss was recalled to the meeting. 

8.7 To note the email response from Marie Killip to our letter about the Local 

Plan Consultation process.  The content of the letter was noted and the fact that the 

Government appear to be forcing District Councils to develop “garden projects”.  

Whilst it is understood why the District Council may believe that this may be the 

preferred solution, , the where, how and why are very important. 

A request had been received from Thakeham Homes about a presentation on the 

proposed development for the Redhill Garden Project.  Following a discussion,  

IT WAS AGREED that a half hour public meeting prior to the July full council 

meeting would be appropriate.  The Clerk would also notify the Nutfield Clerk of 

the proposed meeting. 

8.8 Any other current planning matters – discussion only.  The following 

applications were determined by TDC Delegated Action. 

TA/2017/619/TCA - Grange Meadow House, 1A High Street, Bletchingley RH1 

4PH - Fell 1 x Larch, 1 x Norway Spruce & 2 x Western Hemlock.  Approved. 

TA/2017/663 - The Friesian Building, Dairy Business Park, Brewer Street, 

Bletchingley RH1 4QP - Change of use from Class B1/B8 to veterinary hospital 

(sui generis), associated external alterations and extension of visitor parking area.  

Approved. 

TA/2017/601 - Glebe Cottage, Bletchingley Road, Nutfield RH1 4HP - 

Demolition of existing north projection. Erection of single storey extension to the 

north elevation. (Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Use or Development).  

Certificate of Lawfulness (proposed use or development) granted. 

TA/2017/26/Cond1 - The Hawthorns School, Pendell Court, Pendell Road, 

Bletchingley RH1 4QJ - Details pursuant to condition 5 of planning application 

TA/2017/26.  Approval of details. 

TA/2017/436 - The Barn, Place Farm Road, Bletchingley RH1 4QR - Retention of 
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access and erection of 1.4m high gate and fence.  Approved. 

TA/2017/583 - 14 Sackville Cottages, Outwood Lane, Bletchingley RH1 4LR - 

Erection of single storey front and rear extensions, hip to gable roof extension to 

south elevation incorporating roof light to front and rear roof slopes in association 

with conversion of existing loft space to habitable accommodation. Formation of 

driveway and vehicular crossover.  Approved 

TA/2017/318 - Court Lodge Farm, Church Lane, Bletchingley RH1 4LP - Use of 

land as domestic garden (Certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing Use).  

Certificate of Lawfulness (existing use or development) granted. 

86/17 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground/Fields – To confirm costs 

associated with the allotment judging competition for 2017.  Cllr Baharier reported 

that the President Elect of the Kew Guild was willing to judge the Bletchingley 

Best Kept Allotment for a fee of £90 and Cllr Baharier was able to be her guide on 

the judging day.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the fee of £90 for the judging be agreed along with 

the cup engraving fee and that Cllr Baharier would be the judges guide. 

2. CCTV – To review and agree the Sunstone Yearly Maintenance 

Agreement (which is the 3
rd

 of the 3 year agreed term) and pay the invoice.  The 

Chairman confirmed that the details were the same as previous years.  In relation 

to the upgrade research, the Chairman was still looking into this.  Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Agreement be signed and payment made. 

3. Cemetery – To confirm Memorial Application for PP2. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the application be formally approved. 

4. Community Speedwatch – Cllr Tarrant reported that the Speed Watch 

team were requesting again that an additional site on the A25 near Chevington 

Villas is considered.  More volunteers are still required. 

5. Footpaths and Bridleways – Cllr Glenn reported on an email received 

from a resident about possible missing waymarkers on footpaths down from 

Coldharbour Lane.  Investigation as to whether these are missing would be 

undertaken.  Footpath 176 was reported as being overgrown.  Cllr Glenn would 

investigate and forward the co-ordinates to the Clerk.  The back path from the 

Church to Clerks Croft was very overgrown on the bank.  The Clerk would report 

this section of the Town Path to TDC.  Cllr Tarrant reported on an overhanging 

branch on a section of footpath 227 between Coldharbour Lane and South Park 

Lane.  The Clerk would investigate and report back. 

6. Minerals/Environment – Sibelco - Cllr Butler’s report on the last Sibelco 

Liaison meeting which had included a site visit was noted.  Restoration and 

conservation works continue, along with work to bridleways and footpaths.  

Community projects include landscaping at the Orpheus Centre.  No recent dust 

complaints. Material for the display at the Annual meeting had been provided by 

Sibelco.  Cllr Sherlock’s contact details had been forwarded and would now be 

included on all Sibelco communication.  The next meeting was scheduled for 1
st
 

November 2017. 

Mercers Quarry – Work continues on the infilling of Glebe lake with clay being 

used to line the north edge to reduce flood risk.  Still no date set for the start of 

sand extraction. 
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IGas – Nothing to report. 

TAG-A25 – Last meeting was on the 11
th

 May.  6 NOx tubes are now installed in 

Godstone and 1 on the Bletchingley Air Monitor Sensor post.  The data from the 

air monitor will be sent to TDC Louise Round.  A Nutfield resident may be able to 

help identify misty weather readings which should tie in with the air sensor data.  

Peter Forbes had written to MP Gyimah for an update on the suggested M25/M23 

link at Hooley.  Still no information on the correction of the confusing road 

markings following the installation of the Mercers Quarry access.  The next 

meeting is scheduled for 27
th

 July at the Whyte Harte, which Cllr Sherlock would 

also attend. 

Air Quality Sensor Data – the data showed PM10 exceedances of 11 March, 5 in 

April and 8 in May.  The average PM10 in May was 42ug/m3.  This is before the 

quarry has started work.  The Nutfield NOx data showed no exceedances for 

March, April and May.  The Godstone NOx data showed 7 readings exceeding 

40ug/m3 in January and February.  Investigation is underway on improving the 

quality of the readings, particularly in damp weather.  David Balfour will be 

speaking directly with AQMesh who supplied the Air Sensor. 

7. Neighbourhood Watch – The Annual Village Meeting had resulted in a 

few interested residents providing their details to D Turner.  The latest crime 

report showed incidents of car park theft, cold callers, nuisance bonfires and 

obstructive parking on pavements.  D Turner reported that she would be attending 

the next Neighbourhood Watch Steering Group Committee meeting. 

8. Sports Association – The Chairman reported that the Sports Association 

Annual meeting had been well attended, including by the incoming football and 

nursery organisations.  The commercial details of the leases had been agreed 

however finalisation could not take place until TDC had agreed the amendments of 

the lease with the Sports Association to allow for wider usage of the facilities.  

There was also the possibility of a cricket team utilising the cricket square if the 

condition of the square could be improved.  To this end, details of suitable 

contractors were being sought.  The Clerk would make enquiries with the Clerks 

of Nutfield and Godstone. 

The Chairman confirmed that whilst the Parish Council had already agreed to pay 

the rental fee charged by TDC to the Sports Association for a year, (with the 

proviso that any rents received from clubs would be used to reimburse the Parish 

Council), there was still the need to consider the additional funds required to get 

the Sports Pavilion back into a rentable condition.  These funds were in the region 

of £1694.  Cllr Kiss suggested that the Sports Association contact the village fair 

with a request to assist with funding for this payment.  If funding was not available 

through this source, then a formal request would need to be made to the Parish 

Council and put on the July agenda for consideration. 

9. Street Lighting – Nothing to report. 

10. Transport – Cllr Glenn reported that Biggin Hill hope to have 

confirmation of their new route by 2018.  There was still no response from the 

Gatwick Noise Management Board in relation to the request for details on the 

constitution of the Board.  The Redhill Aerodrome annual meeting had been on 

10
th

 June and Anne Bartaby had been upbeat about the next 3 years.  They are 

further forward with the planning process with Reigate and Banstead in relation to 

the taxi way and additional parking.  Longterm however, they were still saying that 

the location was not viable as an airport due to the grass taxiway. 

Whether, and if so how, to respond to the CAA Consultation on Draft Airspace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please note these are draft minutes until approved and signed at the next meeting. 

 

6 

Design Guidance.  Cllr Glenn stated that this was the 4
th

 consultation in 4 months 

and had only come to us via GACC.  The document appears to be rushed and 

contains glaring anomalies and states that the Government intends to transfer 

responsibility for deciding Noise Preferential Routes to the airports concerned, 

which we had previously objected to.  It appears that decisions have already been 

made, despite consultees responses and that the consultation is merely paying lip 

service to the need for consultation.  Cllr Glenn was thanked for her work on these 

consultations.  Following a discussion,  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Glenn would draft a response making the 

pointes noted above for the Clerk to send in response to the consultation. 

11. Tree Management – To review the tree surveys for Tilgate Common and 

the Cemetery and agree next steps and associated costs.  Cllr Tarrant briefly 

commented on the surveys which showed minor works, mainly to three trees in the 

Cemetery plus one removal of a small dead tree, and works to 6 trees on Tilgate 

Common.  Some removal of ivy would be required from trees.  One quote for the 

associated works had already been received and a second had been requested but 

not yet received.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk could approve appointment of the 

contractor with the lowest price once the 2
nd

 quote was received, subject to them 

not exceeding the one already received. 

12. Village Hall/Community Centre – Cllr Baharier reported that the new 

chairs and trolleys had been received, although the Community Centre trolley had 

been damaged and needed to be returned.  The old chairs were already on their 

way to Africa via a Charity organisation.  The AGM date was in the process of 

being agreed.  Positive comments from the Bridge Club were received in relation 

to the new chairs in relation to their comfort and height. 

13. Website – Nothing to report. 
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87/17 FINANCE  

 

10.1 To approve June accounts for payment. 

RESOLVED – The June accounts were approved for payment.  Cllrs Baharier and 

Glenn signed the invoices and the Chairman signed the reconciled bank statements 

with Cllr Kiss authorising the electronic payments. 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary) 850.07 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 50.76 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 82.41 

EP Printmates (Administration) 130.00 

EP Namesco Limited (Website) 45.37 

EP Broadleaf Tree Services (Cemetery/P&OS) 804.00 

EP Village Hall (Bletchingley) Trust (Village Hall) 400.00 

EP Sunstone IP Systems Limited (CCTV) 1384.49 

EP DA Landscaping (Cemetery/P&OS) 960.00 

EP Digital Office Solutions (Stationery) 89.40 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 35.06 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

  £4,788.36 

10.2 To review the Chairman’s allowance and Cllr expenses in light of the latest 

guidance from TDC.  The Clerk had provided a breakdown of the TDC decision 

following their review on expenses which the Parish Council are minded to have 
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regard to.  The Chairman explained the report and confirmed she continued to 

object to receiving the allowance personally.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT – the (i) Chairman’s Allowance should continue to 

be available but changed to a call down expenses allowance upon receipt of agreed 

expenses; and (ii) travel and subsistence payments should continue to be made 

payable to Parish Councillors on the same basis as the policy adopted by TDC for 

its members. 

D Turner and D Wiltshire left the meeting.  

88/17 
TO REVIEW EXISTING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES TO ENSURE 

THEY REMAIN UP TO DATE 

 

 

11.1 Standing Orders and related Appendices – To confirm no changes required 

from those agreed of last year. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT no changes were required. 

11.2 Risk Assessment – to consider and agree any changes requested where 

appropriate. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Risk Assessment be amended as discussed 

before finalisation. 
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89/17 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The list of correspondence was noted. 

12.1 To consider a request for a grant from Ian Andrews of Oxted & District 

Citizens Advice Bureau dated 11 May 2017 requesting continued financial support 

to continue to provide free and impartial advice to the local community.  

RESOLVED that the donation be increased to £200.  (Cllr Trotman/Cllr Baharier) 

12.2 To consider a request from Theresa Rose of East Surrey Carers Support 

Association dated 31 May 2017 requesting financial support in the amount of £250 

to continue to support Carers by providing Taxi Vouchers, Newsletters by post and 

email, Carers Support Groups, social events and training. 

RESOLVED – The amount of £250 be approved.  

12.3 To acknowledge letter from Bletchingley Primary School confirming 

change of name details and conversion to Academy Status. 

RESOLVED – the contents of the letter were noted. 
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90/17 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

The Parish Council would have a stall at the Village Fair, showing displays of the 

air monitor etc, Grange Meadow and seeking views on improvements for 

Stychens Lane Playground.  Cllr Baharier still had Raffle tickets and some prizes 

available.  The Clerk would contact Richard Fowler for the display boards and a 

possible loan of a gazebo. 

TDC CIL Seminar dates – Cllrs to provide the Clerk with availability for dates. 

Earlier start to the July meeting due to Public Consultation. 

 

91/17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

Planning Committee – 26 June 2017 

Full Council Meeting – 10 July 2017 

The meeting closed at 21.57 

 

 


