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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2013 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray - Chairman 

P A Glenn – Vice Chair 

Councillors: A Butler, A Cock, K Crawley Moore, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, CC Windsor, DC Elias, DC Black, D Turner (Neighbourhood 

Watch) and Katie Brennan - Surrey County Council (“SCC”) 

 

141/13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Kiss, DC Vickers and PC Bennett 

and PCSO Wells.  Cllr Leonhardt had handed in a letter of resignation. 

 

142/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 No changes to the Declarations of Interest.  

143/13 
SUPERFAST SURREY – BRIEFINGS TO PARISH COUNCILS by Katie 

Brennan, Engagement Manager, Superfast Broadband Programme, (SCC) 
 

 

Katie Brennan was welcomed to the meeting and proceeded to update the Council on 

the roll out programme using a powerpoint presentation.  20% of Surrey had been 

excluded from the commercial BT/Virgin Media broadband rollout due to these areas 

being “commercially unviable”.  SCC has many services that are going online and 

therefore the appropriate infrastructure is required to enable residents to access the 

information.  Surrey is expecting to be the first to achieve this wider roll out of 

broadband across the county.  There are 550 new cabinets to cover Surrey.  An 

estimated 20,000 residents in Tandridge will benefit at the end of the roll out.  SCC is 

aiming to get 99% of Surrey connected to the new fibre broadband.  The tender for 

the work had been awarded to BT and £20 million of SCC money was invested to 

replace the fibre between the Exchange and the new green cabinets.  Bletchingley are 

one of the first areas to be in the roll out and connected with around 94% able to 

receive broadband speeds of around 15mbps.  BT and SCC are still in discussions 

about innovations to speed up the remaining 6%.  The BT Fibre on demand service 

should be coming available later.  A resident can take up the new Fibre service by 

contacting any ISP service provider.  Communications, using e-mail, letters and social 

media will be used to inform residents of the availability of the Superfast Broadband 

and how to receive it.  Pilot studies have shown that around 80,000 people in Surrey 

have never been online – solutions to reduce this figure are being looked at.  The use 

of community groups to create Computer clubs etc will help.  A good example of one 

such group can be found at Headley.  SCC are endeavouring to ensure work 

undertaken to provide the service does not impact on residents.  Katie Brennan was 

thanked for her informative presentation.   

Katie Brennan left the meeting. 

 

144/13 MINUTES  

 The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 14
th

 October 2013 were approved 

and signed by the Chairman subject to correction of typo on page 5 under item no 7.  
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“style” would be amended to “stile”.  The minutes of the Planning Committee 

meeting held on 28
th

 October 2013 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

145/13 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

Cllr Trotman reported that the footpath between Coldharbour Lane and Nightingale 

Way along Rabies Heath Road was still overgrown. 

The Clerk reported that she had received a resident’s request for consideration to be 

given to the formation of some form of grass matt car parking along a section of the 

bank in Outwood Lane where there was no on the road parking.  CC Windsor would 

raise this request at the Highways meeting she was attending at the end of November. 

 

146/13 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

CC Windsor reported that the dropped pavement kerb at the junction of Big Common 

Lane with the A25 was now on the schedule of programmed works by SCC.  She 

acknowledged that the Parish Council would need to inform her of their decision on 

the damaged grit bin which was scheduled later on the agenda.  Skanska were now 

aware of and dealing with the faulty illuminated island bollard in Nutfield.  The 

section of road past Pendell going into Merstham was scheduled for resurfacing at a 

later date. 

Nothing to report from DC Black. 

CC Windsor left the meeting. 

DC Elias reported that TDC were not yet in a position to inform the Parish Council 

what the Council tax support level would be in 2014/15.  Figures were still awaited 

from Government.  Last year TDC had agreed to finance the cuts for 1 year.  This 

year, SCC would not be supporting TDC and TDC were therefore considering 

whether they could afford to do it again.  All Committee budget setting had therefore 

been delayed until January, with the Council tax level to be revealed in February.  

TDC had frozen their level of tax for the last two years but there was uncertainty this 

year.  DC Elias reported that he had recently been on a “Recycling” round with 

BIFFA along with the Chief Executive of TDC, Louise Round who had gone on a 

“Refuse” round.  DC Elias felt that some of the past confusion over mixed recycling 

could have come from the use of a “slave” bin which is used by the recycling team to 

collect the food waste from some sites and only emptied into the dedicated 

compartment on the vehicle when the slave bin is full.  

 

147/13 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 

The Chairman read out the report of crimes supplied by PCSO Wells in her absence.  

The report covered the period from 14/10/13 to 09/11/13.  There were 27 reported 

crimes.  The majority of these were criminal damage to vehicles and allotments and 

burglaries.   

DC Elias and Black left the meeting. 

 

148/13 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.    

149/13 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

9.1 TA/2013/1552 – 5 Sackville Cottages, Outwood Lane, Bletchingley, RH1 

4LR – Demolition of existing conservatory.  Erection of single storey extension to 

rear elevation and single storey porch extension to front elevation.  (WS) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

 

 

KW 
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9.2 Any other current planning matters – discussion only.  None.  

150/13 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Affordable Housing – Cllr Trotman reported that the report had just been 

received back from TDC Planning.  It was colour coded into 3 categories, green, 

amber and red.  The Affordable Housing Working Party is due to meet to review the 

findings and discuss with TDC, English Rural Housing and Surrey Community 

Action.  The findings of the meetings would be brought back to full council for 

consideration at a later date. 

2. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground - The Clerk reported on the 

vandalism that had occurred on 2 occasions at the Little Common Lane allotments.  

PC Bennett had been in touch with the Clerk requesting consideration be given to 

putting in place additional security measures.  Two which were considered were a 

taller gate to the Little Common Lane entrance and or CCTV on one of the Barfield 

Flats overlooking the site.   The Clerk was making initial enquiries of TDC in relation 

to the fixing of CCTV cameras onto their property.  The allotments already run at a 

loss and consideration would need to be given to the fairness to other residents of 

subsiding them further using public funds.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would write to the tenants of the Little Common 

Lane allotments suggesting that they each contribute a suggested sum of £50 towards 

the cost of a camera (currently at an agreed price of £2100) which the Parish Council 

would then have installed and maintain in the future.  This would have to be 

considered fully at a later meeting, once the views of allotment tenants had been 

obtained. 

The Clerk also reported that the repairs to the roundabout at the Stychens Lane 

playground had been completed. 

3. Bletchingley in Bloom – To agree costs incurred with providing compost to In 

Bloom flower beds (within budget of £500 allocated towards Bletchingley in Bloom 

maintenance projects) (LGA 1972 s145).  Cllr Cock confirmed that 50 80ltr bags of 

compost had been delivered and used on the village beds at the weekend at a total cost 

of £132.50.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the cost be agreed and payment reimbursed.  

Bletchingley in Bloom members were congratulated for their continued efforts around 

the village. 

4. CCTV – (Local Government and Rating Act 1997 s31).  The Clerk’s report 

detailed outstanding issues that had arisen with the cameras and steps taken to remedy 

these.  Requests had also been received from the police for CCTV footage to be 

viewed in relation to recent incidents in the village. 

5. Cemetery – Nothing to report. 

6. Community Speedwatch – D Turner was asked to update on Community 

Speedwatch.  She confirmed that at a recent meeting of Speedwatch volunteers, a rota 

had been agreed with at least 1 date set each month.  There were now 14 trained 

volunteers with a further 2 to undergo training.  Another meeting would be set in 

March to agree further dates.  Additional dates would be added as the weather 

improved.  4 people attending each session was ideal, but a min of 3 was required for 

each session.  A request would be made to move the location of the Outwood Lane 

site further out of the village.  A site for the Godstone end was still being pursued.  

Cllr Tarrant reported on the increased speed of traffic along Rabies Heath Road 

following the laying of the new surface. 

7. Footpaths and Bridleways – A footpath volunteer warden training session 
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had finally been agreed for the 12
th

 November at 6.30pm in Church House. 

To consider whether any action is required to replace the damaged barrier on Footpath 

152, Stychens Lane.  It was acknowledged that CC Windsor had offered to utilise 

some of her funding towards the replacement of the damaged barrier.  SCC had 

confirmed that only a gate or kissing gate would be lawful on this footpath and that 

footpath volunteers would not be authorised to install any gate/structure themselves.  

As the previous barrier had been vandalised twice before it was felt that the likelihood 

of further vandalism after installation of a new gate was high.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the damaged barrier would not be replaced at this 

stage.  The Clerk would relay this to CC Windsor. 

8. Minerals/Environment – Sibelco - Cllr Butler read from her report. The 

Liaison Committee Meeting had taken place on 30/10/13.  Restoration has started on 

the north slopes.  Top soil added to the east.  South west area is now grassed.  

Increased sand supplies have been taken from stacks this year rather than quarry faces 

due to low demand.  QOG still awaiting a full response from SCC Dust consultant on 

permitted levels of small respirable particulates from the quarry and more dust gauges 

have been installed at Pendell and Hawthorns to give background dust readings before 

the work starts.  Dawnus is constructing the underpass and ramps across bridleways 

148 and 149.  The overhead conveyor connecting Pendell with North Park Farm 

Quarry will be installed in 3 sections on 12/11/13, weather permitting, during which 

Whitehill Lane will be closed.  In winter Whitehill Lane will be swept not washed to 

limit icing.  Pipex will connect their new pipeline at the end of November and Sibelco 

are responsible for the disposal of the old pipeline once it has been cleaned.  Another 

quarry open day is planned for next May. 

TAG A25 – There are reports of lorries parked up by Nutfield Cemetery before the 

Quarry opens up (usually between 6.30 am and 7.00 am).  Cllr Butler will ask TAG to 

raise this with the police.  The Clerk was also requested to write a letter expressing the 

concern of the Parish Council about the number of lorries parked up on the A25.  Cllr 

Tarrant reported that Dust records are required to be kept indefinitely.  Reigate and 

Banstead have Dust Monitors but TDC state that there are no dust issues in Tandridge.  

The next TAG A15 meeting is scheduled for 21/11/13 to discuss items such as the 

BIFFA applications which will affect Cormongers access, the impending Mercers 

Farm application (which has been submitted but has yet to be validated), the 

roadworks on Nutfield Highstreet, Redhill Aerodrome traffic issues and London 

Airspace consultations re Gatwick flight paths.  If successful, these are likely to cause 

an increase in traffic through Bletchingley. 

QOG – No further meetings planned. 

9. Neighbourhood Watch – PCSO Wells was to be doing a briefing talk on 

telephone scams.  This would need to be publicised.  The team were still short 4 co-

ordinators. 

10. Sports Association – Nothing to report. 

11. Street Lighting – The bollard in Nutfield was still not working.  This had been 

reported. 

12. Transport – (i) What (if any) is the Council’s response to the NATS London 

Airspace Consultation.  Cllr Glenn stated that this did not relate to the 2
nd

 runway at 

Gatwick debate but was a separate consultation taking place now.  A brief report had 

been circulated to all Cllrs.  The intention of it is to consult on the maximisation of the 

use of the current runway at Gatwick.  Responses for this need to be finalised by 21 

January 2014.  It was suggested that Cllrs should read the published consultation on 

the website.  The consultation is of greater immediate concern than the 2
nd

 runway.  
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Cllr Glenn will draft some proposed responses to the consultation for discussion at a 

later meeting.  It was also suggested that a letter of opposition should be written to the 

local MP and TDC.  It was noted that Bletchingley is located in the “under 4k feet” 

level.  It was felt difficult to comment on flight paths when the areas and questions 

asked are “broad brush”.  It was felt that Bletchingley should support GACC and 

GATCOM in pressing for the second consultation after publication of the proposed 

routes. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Glenn would draft an article to be placed in the 

Parish Magazine and on the website highlighting this consultation to residents 

stressing that it is important that individuals make their voices heard.  The Parish 

Council would consider its final response at either the December or January meeting. 

(ii) A second runway at Gatwick – is any action immediately necessary?  - Cllr 

Glenn requested Cllrs to look at the documents on the Gatwick Airport Conservation 

Campaign (GACC) website relating to the second runway.  The Davies Commission’s 

recommendations on the 2
nd

 runway at Gatwick is expected to be published on the 15
th

 

December 2013.   

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Glenn would provide some wording on this to be 

published in the Parish Magazine. 

(iii) Winter Maintenance – to consider the damaged salt bin in Nightingale Way 

which is scheduled to be removed by SCC and not replaced.  CC Windsor had said 

that she could provide funds for the purchase of a replacement salt bin and supply of 

salt by SCC for 4 years, including the maintenance thereof – cost of £1000.  Following 

a discussion,  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT a salt bin at the top of Nightingale Way was a 

necessity and therefore CC Windsor would be asked to fund the same from the 

Tandridge Local Committee fund that she had available.  If she was not able to fund 

the same, then it would be brought back to the next Parish Council meeting for 

consideration.  

13. Tree Wardens – No news. 

14. Village Hall/Community Centre – A date for the next meeting had been set at 

22 November 2013. 

15. Website – The newsletter had gone out and nothing else to report. 

D Turner left the meeting. 
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151/13 FINANCE  

 

11.1 To consider renewal of Parish Online for a further year at £48 (incl VAT) 

(LGA 1972 s111). 

IT WAS RESOLVED to renew the membership. 

11.2 To consider renewal of CPRE subscription for 2013/14 for £29 (LGA 1972 

s137). 

IT WAS RESOLVED to renew the membership. 

11.3 The following November payments were sanctioned, cheques and stubs 

signed. 

001135 Bletchingley Village Hall 12.00 

001136 Bletchingley Village Hall 12.00 

001137 Mrs K Wantling 810.61 

001138 HM Revenue & Customs Only 36.13 

001139 Mrs K Wantling 219.95 

 

 

KW 

 

 

KW 

 

 



Please note these are draft minutes until approved and signed at the next meeting. 

 

6 

001140 Surrey County Playing Fields Association 10.00 

001141 Victim Support 100.00 

001142 Robert McCarthy 45.00 

001143 Getmapping Plc 48.00 

001144 CPRE 29.00 

001145 Petty Cash Imprest 85.95 

001146 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 25.00 

001147 Viking Direct 129.90 

001148 DA Landscaping 1237.00 

001149 Alan Young 132.50 

001150 Nick Dance 1038.00 

001151 L G Wantling 120.00 

001152 St Catherine’s Primary School 485.00 

001153 Cardiac Science 420.00 

DD Telecoms Consortium 15.00 

DD Plusnet plc 27.60 

DD British Telecommunications 24.86 

  £5,063.50 

152/13 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

12.1 To accept a letter of resignation from Cllr Val Leonhardt. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the resignation was accepted and that TDC be notified 

accordingly and the appropriate notice of vacancy be publicised.  Cllr Crawley Moore 

would take on responsibility for allotments and Cllr Tarrant for speedwatch. 

12.2 To discuss letter from Communities and Local Government highlighting the 

launch of “Our Place” Programme as the second phase of Neighbourhood Community 

Budgets.  Cllr Trotman suggested that this programme would be beneficial, 

particularly if services such as the bus service or provision of the Post Office be 

threatened.  It “empowers” the Council to support such issues under threat. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Council would follow the progress of this 

programme. 

 

KW 

153/13 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

A question was raised about the Christmas Lights.  The Clerk confirmed these had 

been repaired earlier in the year.  The Chairman would check with Cllr Kiss in relation 

to the switching on of the lights. 

Precept/Budget Review. 

London Airspace Consultation 

SAR 

154/13 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
Planning Committee Meeting – 25 November 2013 

Full Council Meeting – 9 December 2013 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm 

 


