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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 10th September 2018 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

P Glenn – Vice Chairman 

Councillors: A Butler, A Cock, D Kiss, L Sherlock, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, DC Elias, DC Black, D Turner – Neighbourhood Watch and 7 

residents 

 

108/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Baharier and DC Vickers.  

109/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

Cllr Trotman declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in relation to item 9.8, the 

nature of that interest being a Trustee of the Sports Association.  In accordance 

with the Council’s Code of Conduct, he would leave the room for this item. 

 

110/18 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9
th

 July 2018 were approved 

and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings 

held on 30
th

 July 2018 and 13
th

 August 2018 were agreed and signed as true 

records at earlier Planning Committee meetings.  The minutes of the Planning 

Committee meeting held on 28
th

 August 2018 were approved and signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

111/18 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

Resident, J Horlock commented on the speed camera at the top of Little Common 

Lane still not working.  The Clerk confirmed this had been reported a while back.  

Would it be possible to have another speedwatch session located at Castle Street.  

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would request that this location be 

considered as a speedwatch site. 

Resident G Crittenden expressed concern at the lack of lighting at the bottom of 

Barfields near Tilgate Common and in relation to the poor condition of Barfields 

Road.  Whilst the Parish Council sympathised, it was clear that residents would 

need to prove that there was an increased danger/nuisance since the lights had been 

turned off.  Strong evidence as to increased crime levels and perceived fear and 

support from other residents would need to be obtained by the residents.  This 

could then be forwarded to the Parish Council to support in a submission to SCC 

to have the lights turned back on in a particular location.  

D Turner reported that the motorbike nuisance levels had dropped following visits 

by the local PCSO to individuals houses purported to be involved. 

D Wiltshire expressed concern in relation to the location of the fuse box for the 

village hall lights in the now locked boiler cupboard.  Whilst he appreciated the 

need to secure the boiler cupboard, could the fuse box for the lights be relocated 

outside the locked room? Cllr Sherlock agreed to raise at the next Village Hall 
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meeting.  

H Windsor highlighted the agenda items on the Local Committee meeting 

scheduled for 21 September 2018 in relation to speed limit reviews and petitions 

within Bletchingley.  It was noted that historically land on the corner of Pendell 

and Sandy Lane had been offered to Highways to improve the sight lines.  

Cllr Trotman enquired as to whether the disintegrating bin by the Church could be 

replaced.  Suggestions made were for Parish Council funding, TDC replacement 

and funding by sponsorship.  These options would be explored by the Clerk. 

Cllr Sherlock commented on the poor condition of Barfields and that large refuse 

vehicles, such as the bulky rubbish clearance vehicles often had difficulty 

accessing Clare Cottages and was there an alternative location?  It was thought that 

there was not an alternative suitable location for that side of the village for the 

bulky rubbish clearance weekends.  

4.1 William IV Closure – update and discussion.  Cllr Kiss reported that there 

was some confusion over the future of the site, as to whether it had been sold and 

whether it would remain as a pub or possible change of use be sought.  There was 

some suggestion that the Parish Council register the building as a Community 

Asset.  The Chairman confirmed that due to the number of other pubs in the 

village, it was unlikely that the listing would be approved or the Parish Council be 

able to support it unless a group of residents could put forward a viable option for 

its future.  The building is currently boarded up.  Cllr Kiss would make further 

enquiries to try to confirm the future of the building. 
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112/18 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

DC Black requested the Parish Council contact the owners of Greenridge to 

request that they cut back their hedge which has narrowed the width of the 

footpath down. 

The site of the old playground was becoming a dumping ground for rubbish and 

was overgrown and littered.  Following a discussion 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would approach SCC and the school, 

through L Thurston – school governor to ask if it could be incorporated into the 

school grounds and therefore maintained on a regular basis. 

DC Elias thanked the Chairman for advertising his Open Garden event on the 

website.  The event had raised around £2k towards Cancer Charities.  The TDC 

Customer First approach being implemented would hopefully mean that local 

issues would be dealt with faster and more efficiently due to the use of locality 

teams with knowledge of the local areas.  The next Local Committee meeting was 

scheduled for the 21
st
 September 2018.  The speed review report in the June 

meeting was thought to be unsound and it was hoped that the new one was not a 

rehash of the original.  There was concern that if the Local Committee members 

could not come to an agreement that the Cabinet Member was then able to made a 

decision.  DC Elias hoped that a third option would become available in that the 

decision could be deferred until accurate reports could be obtained.  

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

113/18 POLICING ISSUES  

 
No reports available. 

DC Elias and Black and residents left the meeting. 

 

114/18 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.  
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8.1 High Street Cobbles – update on repairs undertaken so far and to consider 

next steps in light of ironstone source difficulty.  The Clerk reported that some of 

the smaller areas from the Red telephone kiosk up towards the Post Office had 

been repaired.  Unfortunately the contractor was not happy with the quality of the 

stone and did not want to continue with that source.  It was hoped that there might 

be enough stone that could be collected from local fields but this would be time 

consuming and expensive if the contractor was to undertake it.  The owner of the 

fields in question had been contacted and was happy for the stone to be collected.  

One suggestion was utilising the resources of the probation teams or to request 

support from local schools.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would make investigations into this and 

report back. 

8.2 Oak Tree Carving – update on progress.  Thankfully quick thinking 

residents had contacted the Clerk when they noticed the recently felled tree in the 

process of being removed altogether.  Following various calls to the head office of 

County Tree Surgeons Ltd (the contractor) and SCC Highways, who had instructed 

the removal, the Clerk was able to arrange for the cut sections of the tree, already 

loaded ready for removal, to be relocated to Grange Meadow.  County Tree 

Surgeons Ltd and their employees were very helpful with undertaking the 

relocation of the tree sections at no cost to the Parish Council for which we are 

very grateful.  These sections have subsequently had initial carvings undertaken.  

One bench and one chair lounger.  Unfortunately though, the tree appeared to be 

riddled with metal which made using the chainsaw for carving very difficult.  

Further work is still to be undertaken before the final product is completed.  

Residents at Boterys Cross have put in a request for at least some of the tree to be 

returned to its original location.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT once finished, either the bench or chair could be 

returned to that location for passing walkers/villagers to make use of. 
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115/18 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

8.1 TA/2018/1738 – Holwell Hyde, Lower South Park, South Godstone RH9 

8LF - New single storey side extension designed for wheelchair access and to be 

used as a granny annex.  (HM) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.2 TA/2018/1387 - Land at Coppard Plant Hire, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone RH9 

8NE - Use of land and erection of classroom/office buildings on the north side of 

Ivy Mill Lane (Application for a Certificate of Lawful Development for an 

Existing Development).  (MD) (deferred from previous planning meeting) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.3 Any other current planning matters.  The Clerk reported that following 

consultation with Cllr Butler in the August holidays, she had responded to Jeffrey 

NG of SCC in relation to the response to planning application 2018/0074 

confirming that the Parish Council had “No objection”.  This was of similar detail 

to planning application TA/2018/0073 which the Parish Council had already 

responded to with “no objection”.  Both applications related to non-material 

amendment applications to change the infill material from inert waste to non-

hazardous waste and related to the same site. 
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116/18 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 10.1 Allotments/Fields – Following a report about allotment conditions at the  
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Little Common Lane site and Cllr Sherlock’s visit, the Clerk confirmed that there 

were two plots not rented and a further 2 which have had little or no work done to 

them.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT The Clerk would write a letter to the Tenants 

reminding them of the need to ensure that their plot is kept cultivated.  Cllr 

Sherlock reported that she would be contacting the schools again following their 

return from holidays in relation to the survey for the new playground equipment at 

Stychens Lane. 

10.2 CCTV – The Chairman confirmed that she could now view the CCTV 

footage directly.  There were no known issues and all cameras appeared to be 

working normally.  The site meeting to tidy up the CCTV cupboard and wiring had 

been stalled to allow for D Hollands to be present.  New dates were awaited. 

10.3 Cemetery 

Future of the Cemetery – to review costs involved for pre-application advice for 

Change of Use of the field for an extension to the cemetery.  The Clerk reported 

that pre-application planning advice from TDC was either £256 for a letter 

response or £395 for a meeting less the 50% reduction allowed for Parish 

Councils.  On top of this would be the actual planning application.  Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT pre application advice with a site meeting was 

required.  Cllr Kiss would prepare the draft drawings.  Advice should also be 

sought from funeral directors as to access requirements etc. 

To review costs involved in tree clearance at the Cemetery along the northern 

border where a number of the trees on the boundary have leaned over into the 

Cemetery and in some areas are hanging too low over graves.  The Clerk reported 

that she had had a site meeting with Nick Dance and reviewed the whole section of 

the northern boundary for which a quote had been obtained for £350.  Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would instruct Nick Dance to undertake 

the work. 

10.4 Community Speedwatch – A further planning meeting was scheduled for 

the end of the month.  1 to 2 sessions were being scheduled each month.  Data 

results reporting to Surrey Police was being held back until the end of the month 

due to holidays. 

10.5  Footpaths and Bridleways – The previously reported footpath by Cllr 

Glenn had now been cleared.  The tree next to Hevers Pond was still down 

although it was noted that it was not blocking the whole of the path.  The Clerk 

would ensure this was reported. 

10.6  Minerals and Environment 

Sibelco – Nothing to report. 

Mercers – Peter Crate has spoken to the Manager of Conways transport requesting 

that they do not park near the Nutfield Cemetery.  Lake filling progresses with the 

newly permitted non-hazardous waste. 

Air Quality – The readings are still low.  David Balfour, Leon Hibbs and 

AQMesh are currently investigating this.  More information is awaited and 

cleaning suggested. 

TAG A25 – The last meeting on the 6
th

 September reported Godstone NOx levels 

appearing low, except in March, when they were high elsewhere.  The Godstone 

NOx tube had gone missing that month.  Air Sensor data from February to October 
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last year when there were a number of high readings will be sent to TDC, citing 

their written agreement to monitor particulate levels themselves should we get 

high readings.  Apparently TDC are now linked with Mole Valley Council on 

Environmental Health and their team are dealing with local air quality issues. 

HGV Issues – TAG-A25 fully support the speed reduction from 50 to 40 between 

Godstone and Redhill. 

M23 Motorway Access – Local feeling about a roundabout at Hooley for the M23 

junction with the M25 to decrease the need for access by some traffic to the A25 is 

mixed.  Current M23 improvements could include a roundabout seemingly 

relatively easily and cheaply and TAG-A25 will press for this by contacting 

Highways England and local MPs. 

TDC Local Plan – Godstone’s response has been circulated.  It was noted by the 

council that any development at either South Godstone or the Redhill Aerodrome 

would impact on the A25.  The Local Plan needs to incorporate A25 plans. 

10.7  Neighbourhood Watch – Quiet weekend with little motorbike noise 

disturbance. 

10.8 Sports Association – Cllr Trotman reported that it had been suggested that 

an approach to the owner of the grazing field between Grange Meadow and Hevers 

Pond be made for a small strip of land to facilitate an access footpath from 

Townmead to Grange Meadow.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would approach Mr Lambert with this 

request. 

Cllr Trotman left the meeting for the next item as a result of his declared DPI as 

Trustee of Grange Meadow. 

To confirm renewal of Grange Meadow Property Owners Liability Insurances for 

2018-19.  Renewal terms were the same but the price had been increased this year 

to £531.55, including Insurance Premium Tax.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Insurance would be paid this year but 

alternative insurance quotes would be sought next year. 

Cllr Trotman returned to the meeting. 

10.9 Street Lighting – Nothing to report. 

10.10 Transport – To consider whether to explore further the options for 

purchasing vehicle activated signs.  The Clerk reported on the views of other 

Parishes in Tandridge who had investigated or purchased VAS.  The general 

consensus was that the signs were costly and when they went wrong, there was a 

long delay before being repaired.  There were now more restrictions on using the 

power of SCC Street lights for power supply.  It was felt that community 

speedwatch sessions were as effective and with no cost implications. 

Cllr Glenn commented on the Transport Survey.  The main concern was in relation 

to pollution but it was acknowledge that there were little or no funds to take any 

measures.  SCC Highways were encouraging people to use healthier transport 

options and public transport, but the public transport system would need to be 

improved.  Every local authority has to recognise areas of air quality problems.  

Tandridge reportedly has the highest level of CO2.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Chairman and Vice Chairman would draft a letter 

to send to SCC Highways with a copy to Rose Thorn in response to the Transport 

Survey. 

10.11 Tree Management – It was noted that there was doubt about the presence 

of Himalayan Balsam at the Stychens Lane Playground.  Further investigation was 
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being undertaken, but it was suggested that the plant in question should be cut 

down and sprayed.  Details of this would be on the October agenda for agreement. 

10.12 Village Hall / Community Centre – A meeting of the Village Hall 

Management Committee was scheduled for the Thursday 13
th

 in the Committee 

Rooms.  It was noted that the Trust documents needed signing by Cllrs Kiss and 

Tarrant and that the Lease was coming to an end.  A meeting between the Trustees 

would need to be arranged to discuss the future.  It was noted that there were still 

boiler issues. 

10.13 Website – Website newsletters had been sent out.  Nothing further to 

report. 

D Turner left the meeting. 

 

KW 

 

 

117/18 FINANCE  

 

10.1 To approve September accounts for payment. 

RESOLVED – The September accounts were approved for payment.  Cllrs Butler 

and Glenn signed the invoices and the Chairman signed the reconciled bank 

statements with Cllr Kiss authorising the electronic payments. 

The following 6 agreed DD payments were made in July and August and 

accounted for in the Bank Statement. 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 41.74 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water Plc (Allotments) 13.00  

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water Plc (Cemetery) 7.00  

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water Plc (Allotments) 22.00 

   129.94 

 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary) 893.38 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 57.34 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 86.88 

EP Oxted & District Citizens Advice Bureau (Grants) 200.00 

EP PKF Littlejohn LLP (Auditors) 360.00 

EP D A Landscaping (Cemetery & Parks & Open Spaces) 1,510.00 

EP L G Wantling (Allotment) 42.00  

EP CBC UK Limited (Insurance) 531.55 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 39.77 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water Plc (Allotments) 13.00  

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water Plc (Cemetery) 7.00  

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water Plc (Allotments) 22.00 

   £3,904.46 

 

10.2 To confirm Cllr Baharier’s attendance at the SSALC 2018 AGM & 

Autumn Conference on 15
th

 November 2017 at Dorking at a cost of £45 plus VAT 

plus travel expenses (at 45p per mile). 

RESOLVED – Approved. 

 

All 

 

118/18 CONCLUSION OF AUDIT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2018  

 To confirm receipt of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit and acknowledge that no  
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issues were raised by the External Auditors. 

The report was noted. 

119/18 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The list of correspondence was noted. 

12.1 To consider a response from Z Curry of SCC in relation to the speedwatch 

review.  Following a discussion,  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT – The Parish Council would thank Z Curry for her 

letter but state that she had not responded to the questions raised.  We disagree 

with the following points: 

The report is factually incorrect.  Only road improvements are “dragons’ teeth” 

and painted 30 on the road.  The information in the report is based on historic data 

with many changes having taken place since 2015.  Comments in the report appear 

to be contrary to the Local Plan which calls for traffic calming measures.  The 

Parish Council confirm their full support for the points raised by District 

Councillor Tony Elias dated 3
rd

 September 2018. 

Also raised would be the concern relating to the Little Common Lane/Sandy Lane 

junction and the speed limit review. 

 

 

 

KW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

120/18 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

In relation to the recent correspondence received from Vince Sharp of TDC in 

relation to the grass verge cutting for 2019 onwards and Parish Council 

contributions, the Parish Council agree in principle subject to TDC confirming 

who will be managing the contract and an agreement being put in place.  This 

subject was scheduled to be discussed at the Parish Assembly meeting in 

Tandridge on Wednesday 19
th

 September 2018. 

Cllr Baharier would be asked if she could attend the Affordable Housing meeting. 

 

121/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

Planning Committee – 24 September 2018 

Full Council Meeting – 8
th

 October 2018 

Planning Committee – 29
th

 October 2018 

The meeting closed at 22.20 

 

 


