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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 10 OCTOBER 2016 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, P Glenn, D Kiss, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, CC Windsor, DC Vickers, DC Black, DC Elias, C Cannon of 

Surrey Police and 15 Residents  

 

121/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received and CC Kingsley and PCSO Seymour.  

122/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 There were no changes to the Declarations of Interest.  

123/16 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 12
th

 September 2016 were 

approved and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee 

meeting held on 26
th

 September 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

124/16 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

A25 Godstone Road, Bletchingley Speed Limit Assessment- Mrs Marks of 

Sunnybank Villas presented a petition with 90 signatures asking to retain the 

existing 30 speed limit.  This was required due to the danger to residents when 

trying to exit onto the A25 from the side access roads and houses because of the 

speed of cars already travelling on the A25 and the poor sightlines.  Trying to cross 

the busy road to and from the bus stop on the other side of the road was also 

fraught with danger due to the speeds being travelled.  Despite repeated requests, 

Speedwatch were still unable to obtain the site as a speedwatch location.  A 

request was made in the petition for (i) regular police presence to reinforce the 

speed limit; (ii) new gateway signs saying “please drive carefully”; (iii) installation 

of measures to support the present speed limit such as rumble strips, road 

narrowing or solar speed sign; and (iv) await completion of the development at 

Knights in Godstone and then take a review of the whole stretch of road by 

reducing the existing 50 mph limit to 40 mph between the villages. 

Cllr Trotman entered the meeting. 

Mr Estes of Sunnybank Villas enquired as to when the 7 day speed survey was 

undertaken and what the actual figures were as during the period of July and 

August there were significant local electrical problems in the near vicinity with 

major roads works and traffic lights in place.  As a result of this, the results may 

not be accurate.  He also asked for evidence of the actual results over the 7 days to 

understand how the two mean speeds in both directions were arrived at.  He 

believed that there would be significant “other implications” to local residents 

should the speed limit be changed from 30 to 40.  Reference is made in the TDC 

document to predicted change in mean speeds when a speed is reduced.  Are there 

any references to show the change in mean speeds when the speed limit is 

increased?  Increasing the speed would also severely affect HGVs utilising the 
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Waterhouse Lane road to exit or enter the A25. 

Mr Blackwell of Sunnybank Villas asked how many people were “criminalised” 

for exceeding the speed limit in the last year.  He experienced people travelling 

along that stretch of road at between 40 mph and 45 mph. 

Mr Cannon, Road Safety Traffic Manager for Surrey Police gave a brief history to 

the original change of speed limit in 2012 and changes in guidelines from the 

Department of Transport for District Councils in setting speed limits and 

reviewing their effectiveness.  Once a speed limit is altered, a review of the same 

should be taken every 6 months to ensure the change is effective.  SCC has not 

undertaken a review of this speed limit change and recent surveys have shown that 

too many drivers are exceeding the limit and therefore the speed limit is not 

effective.  It is unreasonable to expect the police to monitor speed issues with their 

limited resources and officers available.  If the speed limit was changed to 40, it 

would then, utilising the latest survey figures and conform to regulations.  As this 

location is not identified as a collision problem zone, SCC does not have the 

authority to spend on engineering works. 

Mr Unwin enquired about the collision records.  Mr Cannon confirmed that he had 

looked at the figures going back 10 years. 

It was felt by the residents that the 30 speed limit change had had the effect of 

reducing the speed along that stretch of road from what it was before and that 

signage was confusing. 

DC Black and 1 resident left the meeting. 

Mr Cannon confirmed that there were no 30 repeater signs along that stretch of 

road due to the existing spacing of the street lights.  He advised that if the speed 

was 40, then repeaters would be able to be installed. 

DC Elias stated that as guidance notes change constantly, there is a need to enforce 

the speed limit now. 

C Cannon left the meeting. 

The Chairman drew the discussion to a close and thanked everyone for their 

comments.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Parish Council would write to SCC requesting that 

they wait for the completion of the Knights housing and Godstone carpark 

developments before making any decisions so as to approach the whole stretch of 

road at the same time.  In the meantime, they need to enforce the speed limit.  Mrs 

Marks was asked to send her petition in directly to SCC.  The Parish Council 

would also forward the petition when responding to SCC. 

Parking outside Church House – Mr Reid requested that the existing parking 

around the Church House area is investigated as access to his property and the new 

development by the side of the Church is regularly blocked by vehicles.  Could 

thought be given to the painting of a shaded box in the entrance to the square so as 

to keep the access clear at all times.  The Parish Council agreed that this would be 

a good idea and CC Windsor confirmed she would look into possible funding for 

this. 

Parking in Barfields – An email had been received from Mrs Crittenden about the 

lack of parking spaces in Barfields particularly down at the bottom by the flats and 

the top by the junction with the A25.  The yellow lines at these junctions are 

regularly ignored and parked on.  Parking enforcement is now undertaken by 

Traffic Wardens from Reigate and Banstead.  CC Windsor confirmed she would 

make some enquiries as to their availability to visit the site and enforce the yellow 
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line regulations. 

Untidy Post Office Area – Cllr Glenn had received complaints about the untidy 

state around the unfinished refurbished site of the Post Office.  Some attempt had 

been made to tidy up the area.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the 

owners asking them to tidy up the vicinity of the Post Office, particularly in 

relation to its prominent position within the historic village conservation area. 

Residents left the meeting. 

125/16 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

DC Elias reported that TDC were starting their rounds of budget reviews to try to 

keep the books balanced at the same time as maintaining the services.  The next 

stage of the Local Plan consultation would start on Friday with a list of available 

sites being made available for public consultation at the meeting on the 4
th

 

November.  This would then be followed by an 8 week consultation period. 

CC Windsor confirmed she would investigate the possibility for funding of the 

installation of “Please drive carefully through our village” signs.  The latest Govia 

Transport Consultation currently in progress was likely to affect rail users, 

particularly those travelling from Merstham.  Rail users were encouraged to take 

part in the consultation. 

 

126/16 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 

The police report from PCSO Seymour was read out by the Chairman.  Residents 

were asked to register equipment on the website www.immobilise.com which was 

a free service which helps the police reunite items with owners following 

successful retrieval of stolen goods. 

 

127/16 DEFIBRILLATOR  

 

To agree to the costs involved with replacing the out of date electrodes from 

Cardiac Science at a cost of £30 plus VAT and delivery.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would arrange for the purchase and 

installation of the electrodes for the Defibrillator located at St Catherines Primary 

School. 

DCs Elias, DC Vickers and CC Windsor left the meeting. 

 

 

KW 

128/16 VILLAGE HALL SIGN  

 

To consider the costs of replacing the existing damaged sign.  The Clerk had 

obtained a quote from Stocksigns for a replacement road sign in brown to indicate 

the location of the Village Hall and Community Centre.  Following a discussion 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would arrange for the purchase and 

installation of the new sign in brown saying “Village Hall and Community Centre” 

with an arrow indicator but without the symbol of the “walker”. 

 

 

 

KW 

129/16 HIGH STREET IRONSTONE COBBLES  

 

To discuss the condition of the ironstone cobbles in the High Street and possible 

action that could be taken to repair the same.  Cllr Kiss had undertaken a survey of 

the cobbles in the High Street and produced a diagram showing the areas needing 

work.  Martin Higgins of TDC Planning who had been consulted about the work 

had provided contact details for a source of the ironstone cobbles as well as a 

potential contractor.  It was agreed that more than one quote would be required.  

As long as the cobbles were reinstated appropriately, there was no need for 

planning permission to be obtained.  Cllr Butler suggested contacting Mercers and 
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Sibelco Quarries for a supply of sharp sand if required.  Following a discussion 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would obtain the appropriate quotes 

using Cllr Kiss’s survey details. 

Residents left the meeting. 

 

KW 

130/16 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.  

131/16 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

11.1 TA/2016/1737/TCA – Fir Trees, Outwood Lane, Bletchingley RH1 4LR - 

G1) - Group of Thuja lining drive reduced to height of first tree. (By 

approximately 4m) (T1) - Spruce reduced to height of Thuja. (By Approximately 

3m) (G2) - Hazel, Ash, Holly and Beech cut back from newly planted Plum and 

Cherry. (T2) -Beech crown reduced by approximately 3m. Two limbs 

overhanging neighbour's shed removed. (G3) - Group of Thuja to front of house 

on lawned area reduced to previous points. (By approximately 3m) (G4) - Three 

Leylandii to side of house crown reduced by approximately 30% and trimmed to 

tidy. (By Approximately 4m). Shrubs in front of Leylandii trimmed. (T3) -

Leylandii furthest from house low limb on neighbours side removed. (T4) - 

Adjacent Leylandii crown lifted away from garage aiming to gain 1m clearance 

where possible.  (SH) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

11.2 SCC/2016/0175/TA – Land at Kings Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road, South 

Godstone, Surrey, RH9 8LB – Details of a Noise Management Plan pursuant to 

Condition 1 and details of a Reptile Survey pursuant to Condition 6 of planning 

permission ref:  TA/2015/1572 dated 24 March 2016.  (RC). 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

11.3 Any other current planning matters – discussion only - None. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

 

 

 

KW 

132/16 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Affordable Housing – Nothing to report. 

2. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground/Fields – The Clerk confirmed that 

she had emailed out the correct judging results to the allotment tenants and would 

be arranging for the delivery of the certificates and cup in due course.  The 

Grazing Licence for the Old Allotment Field had been signed and the first payment 

received. 

3. CCTV – Nothing to report. 

4. Cemetery 

• To consider the costs involved with the work to the laurel hedge in the 

Cemetery.  The Clerk had received a quote for the work as well as a rough 

estimate to replace the hedge with a wooden fence.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the hedge would be cut as per the quote which 

chipping to be done on site and the condition would be reviewed annually. 

5. Community Speedwatch – Cllr Tarrant updated that following the last 

Community Speedwatch meeting a new schedule had been drawn up.  New 

volunteers were always needed. 

6. Footpaths and Bridleways – Cllr Glenn reported that she had recently 

walked the new proposed permissive path and joining existing paths.  These were 

found to be fairly overgrown in places.  She would attempt to cut back what she 

could.  A request was made for the Parish Council to write to the landowner asking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 
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that they keep the path accessible.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would contact the landowner requesting the 

same. 

7. Minerals/Environment – To update on Air Quality Monitor progress.  Cllr 

Butler reported on an opportunity on 28
th

 September to discuss air quality 

monitoring with Tim Baker, of King’s College Environmental Research Group 

(KERG) and Leon Hibbs, the Air Quality Officer for Reigate & Banstead.  

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would continue to apply for planning 

permission from TDC and once obtained, arrange for the equipment to be 

purchased. 

8. Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Tarrant updated on the recent spate of thefts 

and the need for residents to register valuables and tools etc on the Immobilise 

website which the police use when trying to identify owners of retrieved items.  

Cllr Kiss offered to assist with the installation of new Neighbourhood Watch signs 

with D Turner and Cllr Tarrant. 

9. Sports Association – Cllr Baharier reported that the social club still did not 

have a tenant.  Options for partial lettings were being considered and TDC were 

being approached for a rent holiday in the interim as the Sports Club had no funds 

to pay the result as a result of the non-tenancy.  The Sports Association had not 

been successful in its grant application for the CIL funding towards the additional 

improvements still required to the access and parking at Grange Meadow. 

10. Street Lighting – Cllr Trotman reported that the traffic island bollard light 

at the Rabies Heath Road junction with the A25 continued to be a day burner.  The 

Clerk would report this again. 

11. Transport – Cllr Glenn would be attending the tour information meeting 

with Gatwick Airport Community, scheduled for the 1
st
 November 2016.  A 

decision on the 2
nd

 runway was still awaited. 

12. Tree Management – The Clerk reported that she was in the process of 

obtaining wood sculpting contacts and would be asking them to quote for the work 

to sculpt the oak tree on the entry to the village from the Nutfield end, on the basis 

of their own suggested proposal.  These will be put to the Council once all are 

received.  Cllr Glenn requested that advance planning permission is obtained for 

the work that will be required to trim the High Street trees again in 2017 this 

would also include crown raising of trees on the green by the red Lion PH.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the quote for obtaining planning permission and 

associated works could be combined with the quote for the work to raise the 

canopy of the trees on the village green area by the Red Lion pub that was agreed 

last month. 

13. Village Hall/Community Centre – Cllr Baharier reported that the funding 

for the new chairs has still not been received.  

14. Website – Nothing to report. 

 

KW 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

 

133/16 FINANCE  

 

13.1 To consider renewal of CPRE subscription for 2016/17 for £36. 

RESOLVED – Approved. 

13.2 To confirm reimbursement to Clerk for purchase of Norton Antivirus 

software for 1 yr for £24.99. 

RESOLVED – Approved. 

 

KW 
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13.3 Payments – to approve October accounts for payment. 

RESOLVED – The October accounts were approved for payment.  Cllrs Kiss and 

Tarrant signed the invoices.  Cllr Cock signed and reconciled the bank statements 

and payment schedules.  Cllr Glenn would approve the online payments. 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary) 840.99 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 50.02 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 81.59 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Stationery) 24.99 

EP Viking Direct (Stationery) 48.54 

EP DA Landscaping (Parks & Open Spaces, Cemetery) 634.00 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 26.05 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

   £1,752.38 

13.4 To formally approve Clerk’s attendance at the Clerks Networking Day at 

The Felbridge Hotel & Spa, East Grinstead on 01/11/2016 at a cost of £78.00 

(inclusive of VAT). 

RESOLVED – Approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

134/16 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The list of correspondence was noted. 

The Chairman reported that Cllr Kingsley had indicated her intention to resign.  

Formal confirmation of the same was still to be received. 

 

135/16 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 Work to the High Street Trees and Village Green Trees by the Red Lion Pub  

136/16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
Planning Committee – 31 October 2016 

Full Council Meeting – 14 November 2016 

 

 

The meeting closed at 21.17. 


