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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 10 MARCH 2014 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

P A Glenn – Vice Chair 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, K Crawley-Moore, D Kiss, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, CC Windsor, G Black, T Elias and D Vickers and 8 residents 

 

29/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 There were no apologies  

30/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

Cllrs Trotman, Tarrant, Cock and Glenn all declared a perception of bias due to 

long standing friendship with resident in relation to planning application 

TA/2014/278 and would leave the meeting when this application was discussed. 

 

31/14 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 10
th

 February 2014 were 

approved and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee 

meeting held on 24th February 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

32/14 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

David Wiltshire expressed concern about the condition of trees and their bare roots 

on the bank outside Fairfax and Cleves etc in the slip road near Overdale.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would write to the owner of the land 

requesting that the condition of the trees in question be reviewed in relation to 

stability and therefore safety of passers-by. 

Rob Downie spoke on behalf of a number of the residents present to express 

concern about the poor condition of the road and lack of lighting at Grange 

Meadow.  Cllr Trotman briefly outlined efforts being undertaken by other user 

groups of the facilities, such as the Bowls Club who were already looking at 

fundraising options.  Cllr Black confirmed that whilst TDC own the land, they do 

not have the funds required to resurface the road and car park area and that the 

community would need to fundraise.  TDC, the Parish Council and Village Fair 

could then potentially contribute towards the costs.  It was clarified that the rents 

paid by the various clubs to TDC were used to go towards the grass cutting of the 

area and the maintenance of the external fabric of the buildings.  In relation to 

CCTV in the area, it was noted that the Parish Council had offered to part fund a 

new camera system which would be linked to the rest of the village CCTV system 

– this would cost in the region of £2k.  It was noted that whilst the existing 

cameras were still viable, it was only the recording system that had broken down.  

Enquiries were underway with a local electrician who would be able to replace and 

maintain the recorder system for £500.  Members of other clubs using the Grange 

Meadow facilities were advised to get in touch with Mike Stone of the Bowls Club 

who was currently spearheading the fundraising for the resurfacing of the road and 

car park.  Cllr Baharier offered her assistance with completing any Big Lottery 
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funding applications. 

Mr and Mrs Brown briefly outlined the reason behind their planning application 

TA/2014/278, stressing that it was family orientated and believed that the end 

result would be an improved project within the same footprint of the existing 

buildings. 

4.1 Brief investigation into residents’ concerns regarding security and fast 

traffic in Little Common Lane by Cllr Kiss.  Cllr Kiss had done a brief survey of 

the location and found that the lighting appeared to be satisfactory.  The new 

allotment gates had increased the security in that location.  Speeding was still a 

problem and he felt that some form of traffic calming measures would help to 

reduce the speed. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Kiss would forward the report onto CC 

Windsor to try to take up with Highways. 

Cllr Baharier again reported on the potholes and condition of the road in Outwood 

Lane and the speed of the vehicles.  CC Windsor had made it clear at her Highway 

meetings that the whole stretch of Outwood Lane in Bletchingley needed 

resurfacing. 

Cllr Baharier had also been approached with complaints about safety issues 

outside St Catherines’ Primary School, particularly during school finishing time. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would write a letter to the Chair of School 

Governors and the Headmistress requesting that this safety concern be reviewed 

and consideration be given to the use of a school crossing patrol. 

The Chairman raised an objection from a local resident in Barfields in relation to 

the proposed parking restrictions in Barfields as these would be immediately 

outside her property.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would forward the email onto CC Windsor 

who would review the objection with David Curl of SCC Highways. 
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33/14 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

DC Elias highlighted the pending Community Services meeting to be held on the 

13
th

 March to discuss flood management of those areas in Tandridge recently 

affected by the floods.  This meeting was open to the public.  TDC had frozen their 

council tax for the fourth year running, whilst SCC and Surrey Police had both 

increased theirs by the 1.99%. 

CC Windsor reported that she is continuing to report potholes.  Government has 

promised a large amount to help councils with road repairs following the floods.  

SCC will be applying for funds. 

CC Windsor briefly updated on a resident’s concern raised at the February meeting 

in relation to a neighbour related flooding issue.  Advice had been sought and 

passed onto the resident.  DC Elias confirmed he too had spoken to the resident 

following receiving advice from TDC which confirmed that this was a neighbour 

issue and councils should not get involved.  CC Windsor would contact the 

residents concerned and update them. 

CC Windsor and DC Elias, Black and Vickers left the meeting.  

 

34/14 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 
The Chairman read from the police report produced by PCSO Conrad Cheesman.  

A total of 8 crimes.  2 criminal damages; 2 thefts; 1 burglary of dwelling; 2 

burglaries of outbuilding/garage; and 1 drug offence all related to Nutfield rather 
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than Bletchingley. 

In relation to the Post Office burglary it was noted that the suspect had been 

identified and was due to attend court. 

35/14 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 

The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.   

In relation to the Ongoing Matters List, it was agreed that the Adult Education 

Centre item should be removed as the buildings were currently being utilised for 

education purposes.  Other items on the list had not been updated for some time.  

As most of them related to pot holes and/or drain covers, it was agreed that the 

report should be forwarded to CC Windsor for information. 
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36/14 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

8.1 TA/2014/223 – The Lodge, 69 High Street, Bletchingley, RH1 4LJ – 

Demolition of summerhouse and erection of summerhouse.  (WS)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.2 TA/2014/101 – Hen Haw Farm, Pendell Road, Bletchingley, Surrey, RH1 

4QL – Erection of 2 x 23m (height to hub) wind turbines and associated 

development.  (MT) 

RESOLVED – Due to an error in the application address, validation of this 

application had been withdrawn by TDC subject to resubmission.  Therefore the 

Parish Council were not required to make any comment at this stage. 

Cllrs Trotman, Tarrant, Cock and Glenn chose to leave the meeting whilst the next 

application was being discussed and voted upon in order to avoid any perception 

of apparent or actual bias arising, given that they were close friends of the 

applicant. 

8.3 TA/2014/278 – Old Rectory Lodge, Little Common Lane, Bletchingley, 

RH1 4QF – Demolition of existing outbuilding.  Erection of single storey extension 

to north elevation, extension to porch on east elevation and erection of single 

storey dwelling ancillary to main dwelling.  (GF)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

Cllrs Trotman, Tarrant, Cock and Glenn were called back into the meeting. 

8.4 Any other current planning matters – discussion only.  Nothing to report. 
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37/14 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

It was agreed that Cllr Baharier would not take on any areas of responsibility until 

the Annual Parish Council meeting in May when all would be reviewed. 

1. Affordable Housing – Cllr Trotman reported that a meeting had taken 

place with members of the Working Party, TDC, the new Facilitator and English 

Rural Housing.  It had been agreed that as TDC were currently investigating their 

own options for 2 sites in Bletchingley, it would be advisable to await the outcome 

of this first so as not to duplicate the process.  It had been agreed however to move 

forward with exploring the favourable sites in relation to logistics and costings etc 

whilst awaiting the decision from TDC. 

2. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground –Cllr Crawley Moore had received 

many compliments on the new allotment gates.  There was some concern that the 

gates may not open fully.  The Clerk would check this and report back, but believed 

that they did. 

The Clerk had received a request from a Caterham resident requesting an allotment.   
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IT WAS AGREED THAT due to the number of vacant plots and lack of waiting 

list, that they could be opened out to a wider catchment area.  

(i) To confirm what work needs to be done at the Little Common Lane 

allotments in relation to the non-allotment area and fallen trees.  To agree 

associated costs.  The Clerk reported that there was a section of a tree down over 

Plot 23 and a number of the other trees were in an unstable condition and covered 

with ivy.  Advice and quotes had been received from 2 contractors suggesting 

felling of a number of the trees to ground level and chipping on site. Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the agreed work to cut the trees in question to 

ground level and log and chip on site would be undertaken and that the quote from 

Nick Dance for £520 plus VAT be accepted rather than Turners Hill Tree Surgeons 

quote for £640 plus VAT for the same work.  

3 CCTV – The Chairman reported that the cameras have been tweaked for 

enhanced night viewing.  Due to the recurring issues a meeting was being set up 

with the Contractor to discuss and report back. 

4 Cemetery – Nothing to report.  The Clerk had noted in her report that there 

was a potential memorial application but stated she had not yet received the 

relevant paperwork. 

5. Community Speedwatch – Recently 2 sessions had been undertaken with 

the one in Rabies Heath Road catching over 30 speeding vehicles.  Further sessions 

had been planned over the next couple of months. 

6. Footpaths and Bridleways – Footpath 176 was still blocked by the large 

tree.  Cllr Butler was aware of some tree work to be done in the near vicinity but 

was unsure whether this included this tree.  She would check and report back.  SCC 

had been contacted by the Ramblers Association about this blocked path. 

7. Minerals/Environment – Cllr Butler reported that the Dust Meeting was 

planned for the 17
th

 March at 6.30pm in the Quarry.  The Community Liaison 

Committee Meeting was scheduled for 6pm on the 23
rd

 April followed by a site 

meeting at Pendell.  Cllr Glenn stated that she would try to look at the footpaths in 

the location prior to the meeting. 

There was no further news on Mercers Park. 

8. Neighbourhood Watch –. PCSO Wells and PC Bennett had now moved on 

to a different location.  Bletchingley remains fairly crime free.  With the onset of 

warmer weather, residents are reminded to be vigilant with open windows and 

doors etc.  Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators are still required for Clerks Croft, 

Stychen’s Close, Hart Close and Nos 1-30 Coneybury.  The Police Panels and 

Police Surgeries would continue as before. 

9. Sports Association – Cllr Trotman reported briefly on the plans to create 

second football pitch out of the cricket pitch.  Costings had come in at £40k to level 

the area.  It had also been suggested that a survey of the local drainage in the area 

would need to be undertaken prior to any levelling.  It was thought that funding for 

a new road and lighting would take priority over the creation of an additional pitch 

at the moment. 

10. Street Lighting – The light at the Castle Close/Castle Square junction was 

on all day.  The pedestrian refuge island light adjacent to the Rabies Heath Road 

bus stop was not working.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would report these. 

11. Transport – Nothing to report. 
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12. Tree Wardens – The Clerk reported on the Tree Surveys for Tilgate 

Common and the Cemetery were scheduled to be done on the 14
th

 March. 

13. Village Hall/Community Centre – There was still no meeting planned of 

the Village Hall Management Committee.  The new serving hatch in the Doctors 

Surgery was complete and the Ladies Toilets in the Community Centre had been 

revamped. 

To confirm listing of the Village Hall Car Park as an Asset of Community Value 

(This was not dealt with at the previous meeting).  The Clerk confirmed that the 

document had been completed in consultation with Mr Robin Lawrence. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the listing could be sent off to TDC. 

14. Website – The Chairman requested views on requests for advertising from 

outside of the community. It was resolved that while they are able to advertise in 

the directory, that the front page should be local companies or companies that 

benefit the local community.  It was also decided that a review of the advertising 

fees would be undertaken at renewal. 

38/14 FINANCE  

 

10.1 The March accounts were approved for payment. 

001180 Bletchingley Community Centre 12.00 

001181 Mrs K Wantling 783.64 

001182 HM Revenue & Customs Only 36.13 

001183 Simon Court 420.00 

001184 Nick Dance 3237.54 

001185 DA Landscaping 524.00 

DD Telecoms Consortium 15.00 

DD Plusnet plc 27.60 

DD British Telecommunications 22.55 

   £5078.46 

KW 

39/14 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The Clerk reported on an e-mail request received from Jeff Foster for a Councillor 

to attend a working group which will be set up for the purpose of determination of 

management proposals and options for the future security of Bletchingley Castle. 

A member of Bletchingley Historical Society would also be invited to participate. 

Cllr Baharier volunteered as she was interested in history and had a financial 

background which could assist with the setup of an independent working group.  

Cllr Baharier would report back to Full Council after the meeting. 

KW 

40/14 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

Suggested topics for the Annual Parish Meeting were given as “Managing Trees” 

and “Footpaths”.  All Councillors were requested to forward ideas to the Clerk.   

The Clerk asked if she should provisionally book the Hog Roast for the Village 

Fair.  This was provisionally agreed for formal confirmation at the next meeting. 

All 
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41/14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
Planning Committee Meeting – 31 March 2014 

Full Council Meeting – 14 April 2014 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 pm 


