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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2014 

 

P R E S E N T  
P A Glenn – Vice Chair 

Councillors: A Butler, A Cock, K Crawley-Moore, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, CC Windsor, D Turner (Neighbourhood Watch) and 13 

residents 

 

14/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

Cllr Glenn, the Vice Chair, chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chairman.  

Apologies were received and accepted from the Chairman and Cllr Kiss, DC 

Black, Elias and Vickers. 

 

15/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 None were received.  

16/14 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 13
th

 January 2014 were approved 

and signed by the Vice Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee 

meeting held on 27 January 2014 were approved and signed by the Vice Chairman. 

 

17/14 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

The poor condition of various roads in the village (Church Lane, Place Farm Road, 

Sandy Lane and Outwood Lane) due to the continuing wet weather was raised.  

Fallen vegetation. Potholes and landslips.  All residents were urged to report such 

incidents, especially potholes using the SCC online reporting facility.  CC 

Windsor made a note of these and would review the list of reported highway 

items. 

CC Windsor confirmed that Highways were aware of the flooding in Boterys 

Cross, as well as with an area at Clare Cottages and another at Pendell Road.  

Some work had been done at Clare Cottages. 

Nick Keable of Glenfield House spoke on behalf of other residents in relation to 

the planning application TA/2013/1687.  He detailed the reasons for their 

objections to the planning application.  He did not believe that the refusal grounds 

for the previous two applications had been addressed. 

(i) Contrary to national and local development policies for conservation areas, 

they believed the development would have a negative impact on some of 

the surrounding buildings. 

(ii) Overdevelopment of the site, although acknowledged the number of units 

have gone down from 5 to 3.5. 

(iii) Detrimental impact on surrounding buildings, particularly the 

overbearing/overlooking nature in relation to Inglewood and Highbank 

Cottage.  The proposed car port development backs onto the Old Stable 

which is a Grade 2 listed building.  The height of the site means that 

vehicles exiting the site will overlook Town Mead Farm and there will be 
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annoyance for that property from vehicle headlights. 

(iv) Surface water drainage.  200m of road drains in Outwood Lane currently 

run through Town Mead and end up in their pond which residents have to 

clear at their expense on a regular basis.  It is believed that this 

development will only add to this and the increased hard surface will 

increase the flooding risk to Town Mead. 

(v) Foul water drainage – the proposed drainage tank system is located at 

ground level and therefore at 1
st
 floor height for Highbank Cottage.  Its 

proximity to Highbank Cottage is of concern should the system fail. 

(vi) Highway safety point – there is regular damage to vehicles parked along 

Outwood Lane.  It is noted that the access point for the site is a pinch point 

in Outwood Lane, only just making 22ft and that is with no pavement on 

the side of Town Mead. 

(vii) The proposed use of water absorbent tarmac was not expected to be 

effective due to the site being based on clay which is non absorbent. 

PCSO Wells and PCSO Cheesman and PC Adams entered the meeting. 

It was also noted that the lines of site for the access point were very poor and that 

there were an additional 2 windows in unit 1 which would overlook the Bedrooms 

of Inglewood. 

18/14 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

CC Windsor commented that she was disappointed with the Highways report in 

relation to planning application TA/2013/1687.   

The “stink” from the landfill site in Cormongers Lane was believed to be 

experienced in Bletchingley as well as Redhill.  CC Windsor would take this 

matter up with BIFFA who owned the site. 

At a recent Highways Meeting in relation to Project Horizon, CC Windsor had 

drawn to their attention the state of Outwood Lane requesting that it be put onto 

the programme of works for road resurfacing.  Newly resurfaced roads came with 

a 10 year guarantee. 

Reports of “muddy verges” – these were high as a result of the continued wet 

weather.  Residents were asked to be mindful of the weather conditions when 

parking on verges.  

 

19/14 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 

PCSO Wells introduced PCSO Conrad Cheesman and PC Sarah Adams.  A larger 

police area was now to be covered and as a result there were two additional police 

officers to assist with the sharing of the duties.  The report detailed 30 crimes over 

a 2 month period from 09/12/13 to 12/02/14.  Only those from the last meeting to 

this date were read out.  Residents were urged to report any suspicious activity.  

PC Adams reassured residents that the incidents of violent crime tended to be 

domestic or known assailant related rather than stranger related.  Burglaries have 

dropped since December and the trend is for smaller items to be taken, which 

possibly leads to younger perpetrators.  Telephone fraud crime is bad across the 

county and everyone was warned never to give any details, in particular bank 

details, over the phone. 

In relation to the burglary at the Post Office over the New Year period, the incident 

had been highlighted on Crime Watch using the cctv footage from the incident in 

the hope that someone will recognise the assailant.  The handgun that had been 
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used had been found. 

Drugs crime in Bletchingley is relatively low despite the recent drugs operation in 

the area which was as a result of collated information and the exercise of 

subsequent search warrants.  The crime rate in Bletchingley is still the second 

lowest across Tandridge. 

PCSO Wells informed the meeting that she would be trading places with PCSO 

Hayley Norman of Caterham on the Hill and Chaldon.  A handover would take 

place.  There would also be additional support from Roads Policing.  PCSO Wells 

was given a vote of thanks from those at the meeting. 

PCSO Wells and PC Cheesman and PC Adams left the meeting.  D Turner entered 

the meeting. 

20/14 COUNCILLOR VACANCY  

 

There were 2 candidates for the vacancy, namely Linda Baharier of Outwood Lane 

and Clive Hollis of St Mary’s Walk.  Both had sent in their resumes for the 

Council to review in advance of the meeting.  Clive Hollis was unfortunately 

unable to attend the meeting due to a prior commitment.  Linda Baharier was 

invited to talk to the Council.  She gave brief details of her background and 

highlighted the areas that she wished to progress.  These were: the creation of a 

Community Pub/Cinema for the youth of the village, utilising possibly the Prince 

Albert and to make more of the community and to bring out the history of the 

village. 

The Vice Chair read out the resume of Clive Hollis giving details of his past 

experience.  He believed that having now retired, he wished to devote more time to 

the local community.  He felt he was approachable to the public and would be able 

to make time to listen to and report on any local concerns, utilising his past 

experience in working life to assist with the role. 

As the majority of those residents attending were present for a particular planning 

application, it was agreed that the Parish Council would make a decision on this 

matter later in the meeting. 

John Clare entered the meeting. 

 

21/14 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 

John Clare apologised for being late and asked to address the meeting with a 

resident’s request.  He sought guidance as to who to contact in relation to drainage 

concerns about surplus water running off from an adjoining property, Bletchingley 

House, onto his property, Cherry Lodge.  CC Windsor confirmed she would 

provide some contacts to the resident in relation to water management. 

The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.   

It was noted that the Community Defibrillator was now fully installed at St 

Catherine’s Primary School at the entrance lobby and was now accessible 24/7.  

The ambulance service had been notified of its installation so that in the event of 

an emergency, someone could be directed to that location. 

 

22/14 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

Cllr Tarrant outlined the planning applications in the absence of Cllr Kiss. 

9.1 TA/2013/1687 – Land to r/o Whyte Harte Hotel, Bletchingley, RH1 4PB – 

Erection of 3 attached dwellings.  1 dwelling over open garaging and associated 

car parking and landscaping. – REVISED DRAWINGS (CP).  Following a 
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discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Bletchingley Parish Council do not object in 

principle to this application subject to acceptance by Surrey Highways (still to be 

received) and Historic Buildings (received – accepted subject to conditions being 

met).  Also subject to confirmation that the previous objections to issues set out 

below being satisfactorily resolved together with the additional items.   

(i) We acknowledge that the carport and dwelling above have been moved 

westward so as not to have such an overbearing impact on Highbank Cottage.  We 

would also like to see a 1m high bund introduced parallel to the access road and 

Highbank Cottage boundary.  The aim being to minimise noise and headlight 

nuisance to Highbank Cottage. The access road will however still result in 

detrimental vehicular noise to Highbank Cottage as previously objected.  

(ii) Previous impositions of building mass and overlooking to Inglewood and 

Glenfield appear to have been resolved.   However, 2 new roof lights have 

appeared in Unit 1 which overlook Inglewood.  These should be removed.    

(iii) Have the following Access issues previously raised been addressed?  – We 

believe the access gradient falls outside parameters for pedestrian/wheelchair 

access and that there is no separate pedestrian access.  Request that SCC 

Highways undertake a site visit to consider this and the narrowness of the road at 

this point before coming to a decision.  Gradient of access and location could pose 

problems for service vehicles such as refuse vehicles and emergency services.  We 

note that there is no response from SCC Highways on the planning website. 

(iv) Drainage – Foul drainage is to be provided by the self-contained 

underground unit with a 1 in 20 year event capacity sufficient for the site.  The 

proposed klargester unit, if poorly maintained will produce offensive odour and 

discharges to a soak-away.  The Building Inspector is requested to consider this 

for the site.  It is believed that the surface water drainage (via permeable road 

surfacing) is potentially inadequate in that it enters the same system in Outwood 

Lane.  This currently drains through Town Mead and ends up in the Town Mead 

pond which has to be repeatedly drained at the residents’ expense.  In light of the 

clay present on site and the existing drainage problems, the use of permeable 

tarmac and a soak away approach is questionable and there is an increased risk of 

flooding to the Town Mead area. 

(v) Water supply – There is concern about the existing low pressure of water 

in this area.  The Developer pointed out that the Water Supplier has a duty to 

ensure that there is adequate pressure for the development.  

J Clare and CC Windsor left the meeting. 

7 residents left the meeting. 

9.2 TA/2014/92/TCA – 7 Town Mead, Bletchingley, RH1 4LQ – Fell 5 

conifers.  (SH) 

RESOLVED:  No objection.  We also note the intention of the resident to plant a 

replacement evergreen hedge. 

9.3 TA/2014/110 – The Stables, Stangrave Mews, Bletchingley Road, 

Godstone, RH9 8NB – Erection of 1.28m high fence to front elevation 

(Retrospective).  (RE)  

RESOLVED:  No objection. 

 

KW 
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9.4 TA/2013/1820 and TA/2014/143 – Yew Tree Cottage, Pendell Road, 

Bletchingley, RH1 4QH – Installation of air source heat pump (Retrospective) and 

(Retrospective - Listed Building Consent).  (RE) 

RESOLVED:  No objection. 

9.5 TA/2013/1820 – Yew Tree Cottage, Pendell Road, Bletchingley, RH1 4QH 

– Installation of air source heat pump – duplicated above. 

9.6 TA/2013/1720 – Stone Farm, Warwick Wold Road, Redhill – Use of land 

for the grazing of horses (Certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing Use).  (MB)  

RESOLVED:  No objection to grazing horses on site but can not judge existing 

use due to conflicting statements of use in the application and TDC website. 

9.7 To agree a response to letter from Mr and Mrs Tibbs re their objection to 

Planning Application TA/2013/1704.  When this application was discussed, there 

were no objections on the website and the Parish Council had received no copies 

of any objections.  We note that the above letter had already been sent to TDC 

Planning.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would write a letter to Mr and Mrs Tibbs 

using Cllr Kiss’s suggested wording together with details of the role of the Parish 

Council in planning applications and timetables.  These details would also be 

published on the website and in the Parish Magazine. 

9.8 Any other current planning matters – discussion only 

TDC decisions on the following applications. 

TA/2013/838 - REFUSE - The Old Rectory, Sandy Lane, Bletchingley, Surrey 

RH1 4QW - Erection of rill, wall, staircase and balustrade. (Part retrospective). 

TA/2013/1416 - WITHDRAWN/SUBSTITUTED - Springmeadow Stud, 

Springbottom Lane, Bletchingley RH1 4QZ - Change of use to private livery yard. 

TA/2013/1693 - APPROVED (FULL) - 3 Anns Walk, Bletchingley RH1 4PG - 

Erection of rear conservatory. 

TA/2013/1789/TCA - APPROVED BY LETTER - St Marys Walk, Bletchingley 

RH1 4LF - (T1) Whitebeam - reduce crown by 3.5m all around. (G2) Chestnuts, 

Ash & Field Maple - reduce off car park. (G3) Hornbeam & Rowan x 2 - reduce to 

previous reduction points. (T4) Maple - Fell. (T5) Sycamore - reduce crown by 3m 

all around & balance. (G6) Beech - reduce off garage. (G7) Mixed species - reduce 

off gardens 
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23/14 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Affordable Housing – Cllr Trotman explained that TDC had now created a 

programme to investigate 2 possible housing sites, 1 in Coneybury and 1 in 

Stychens Lane.  The Parish Council needed to await their decision on these two 

sites before taking the Parish Council affordable housing scheme any further.  A 

meeting with TDC and members of the working party was scheduled for the 21
st
 

February.  Details of this meeting would be reported back at the next meeting. 

2. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground –Cllr Crawley Moore confirmed 

the new security gates at the Little Common Lane site would be an improvement 

but interest needed to be generated to reduce the number of vacant plots.  

(i) To review the allotment and field rents for 2014/15.  Following a 

discussion, 
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IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the rents for both the fields and the allotments 

would remain unchanged. 

(ii) To confirm the costs incurred in relation to the necessary tree work 

following the storm damage.   

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the cost of £140 plus VAT from Nick Dance to 

make safe the damaged branch and to clean cut 2 additional torn branches on the 

adjacent trees was agreed. 

Mr Birt entered the meeting. 

3 CCTV – The Clerk reported on the recent fault with the CCTV system 

resulting in no recordings for a period of 24 hours from Sunday morning to 

Monday morning when the Clerk first became aware of the problem.  It had been 

fixed later in the morning by the CCTV technicians who would look into the fault.  

They would also be in touch with the Chairman direct in relation to fine tuning the 

CCTV camera recordings even further. 

4 Cemetery – Cllr Glenn reported back on the cutting of the laurel hedge in 

the cemetery.  There was what appeared to be part of an old lamp stand lying in the 

hedge by the Cemetery.  The Clerk would report this.  There were also a number of 

areas that needed vegetation being cut back from graves.  The Clerk would review 

these with DA Landscaping. 

To review and agree the Cemetery Maintenance Plan and miscellaneous fees for 

2013/14.  The Clerk reported that she had received the details from DA 

Landscaping who had slightly increased some of the figures and left others the 

same.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT (i) next year the Council would need to go out to 

full tender again.  In relation to the Cemetery hedge, the side would be cut back 

hard with a tractor, and the top and DA Landscaping would cut back the inside 

section of the hedge.  Little Common Lane hedges would be cut as normal by DA 

Landscaping.  Work in relation to Tilgate Common would be taken off the list due 

to the uncertainty of the area to be covered until tree clearance work has been 

completed.  Details of the tree survey work to the Cemetery would be discussed 

under “Tree Wardens”. 

5. Community Speedwatch – In light of the continued wet weather, no 

sessions had taken place, despite 3 attempts.  Traffic does appear to have slowed 

down, but this could be due to the poor road conditions.  Highways had not 

accepted the Parish Council’s offer to highlight potholes with bollards. 

6. Footpaths and Bridleways – Footpath 176 has a tree blocking a section of 

this.  SCC Footpaths are aware of this and another tree further along the same path.  

A letter has been send by Sarah Jenman (SCC) to the landowner adjoining the 

footpath.  Response letters had been received from both Sibelco and Andrew Saint 

in relation to the footpaths around Pendell, with the one from Sibelco being more 

detailed. 

7. Minerals/Environment – Cllr Butler reported that she had received details 

of a Public Inquiry in relation to a housing application for the Oxted Quarry.  

Adjacent communities with potentially similar situations have been asked for 

support.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT Cllr Butler would find out more information and report 

back under Minerals at the next meeting. 

Cllr Glenn reported on a petition she had received in relation to the Mercers Park 

application.  She would circulate this to other members. It was acknowledged that 
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TAGA25 have published their response to the application in relation to traffic. 

8. Neighbourhood Watch –. The NW AGM had been pencilled in for the 21
st
 

May 2014 at 7.30pm in the Community Centre. 

To confirm payment for production of annual NW newsletter to be sent out in May 

2014 – costs similar to last year (LGA 1972 s142). 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would pay the publication costs 

for the NW newsletter up to the sum of £100. 

9. Sports Association – Cllr Trotman reported that pressure is being put on 

TDC to do something about the access road to Grange Meadow.  The Bowls Club 

are spearheading this movement.  The Chairman of the Bowls Club is investigating 

CCTV camera costs to replace the broken one.  It has also come to light that 3 

football clubs are now using the Grange Meadow Club and therefore changes will 

need to be made to the Sports Associations listing details. 

10. Street Lighting – The Rabies Heath Road lamp post previously reported is 

now working. 

11. Transport – Cllr Glenn reported on the recently attended Redhill 

Aerodrome Consultative Committee meeting where it had been suggested that 

visits to see the facilities could be extended to Parish Councils if required.  It was 

also stated that police helicopters are blue and ambulance helicopters are white. 

In relation to the Airports Commission Appraisal Framework document it was 

suggested that the Parish Council should support the views of GACC (Gatwick 

Area Conservation Campaign).  Bletchingley would not benefit from the increased 

employment.  Our concern would be in relation to the surface access if the second 

runway were allowed.  Thought needed to be given to whether the Parish Council 

are going to oppose the second runway or not.  Do we hold an open meeting to get 

the views of the electorate prior to making any decision or invite residents to make 

their views known through other methods?  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT – it would be more beneficial to put an article in the 

Parish Magazine and on the website inviting residents to make their comments.  

Cllr Glenn would draft some proposed wording for the article. 

12. Tree Wardens – The Clerk reported on the need to produce a Tree Survey 

for Tilgate Common and the Cemetery to provide a clear report of work required to 

the trees enabling a maintenance programme and associated costs to be adopted.  A 

quote for the survey had been received from Broadleaf Tree Services for the sum of 

£350 plus VAT for Tilgate Common and £320 plus VAT for the Cemetery. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would instruct Broadleaf Tree Services to 

undertake both surveys.  A request would be made for the identification tags to be 

placed high up on the trees so as to reduce the risk of removal of the same and for 

the scientific names of the trees to be included in the reports.  Once the reports had 

been received, the Clerk would obtain the necessary tree work quotes for the work 

required in the first year. 

13. Village Hall/Community Centre – Cllr Tarrant reported on some loose 

cables and leak.  These had been reported to Debbie Hale.  The new changes to the 

“Doctor’s Surgery” were now complete with the serving hatch and sink installed.  

There continued to be no further sightings of what had been thought to be bat 

droppings in the ladies loo in the Community Centre. 

14. Website – Nothing to report. 
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24/14 COUNCILLOR VACANCY - CONTINUED  

 

Linda Baharier left the meeting whilst the Councillors discussed the two 

candidates.  Both resumes were reviewed.  It was highlighted that Candidate Clive 

Hollis resided in an area close to an existing councillor.  Linda Baharier was from 

Outwood Lane an area of the village not currently covered by any councillor.  

Following a discussion and a vote, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT by unanimous vote, Linda Baharier would be co-

opted onto the Council.  The Clerk would provide her with the necessary 

paperwork before the next meeting. 

Linda Baharier returned to the meeting and was informed of the decision. 

Linda Baharier and the remaining residents left the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

KW 

25/14 FINANCE  

 

11.1 The February accounts were approved for payment. 

001172 Bletchingley Community Centre 12.00 

001173 Mrs K Wantling 783.56 

001174 HM Revenue & Customs Only 36.13 

001175 Arrow Print Services 12.00 

001176 S A Ray 140.00 

001177 Nick Dance 708.00 

001178 DA Landscaping 524.00 

001179 Ringwood 90.00 

DD Telecoms Consortium 15.00 

DD Plusnet plc 27.60 

DD British Telecommunications 23.42 

   £2371.71 

11.2 Clerk’s Pension – to agree to the Clerk joining the SCC Pension Scheme in 

line with the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) as of 1
st
 March 2014/1

st
 

April 2014.  The Clerk was asked to leave the meeting for the discussion. 

Cllr Crawley Moore took the minutes.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT – The Council agreed that the Clerk be enrolled in 

a qualifying scheme prior to the auto enrolment date.  However in light of 

Paragraph 19 of NALC Legal Topic Note No 79 “Staff Pensions” (circulated by 

the Clerk on 7 February 2014) the Council should obtain professional advice from 

a pensions’ adviser who is regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for the 

provision of pensions advice. 

11.3 To agree to continue with the subscription for the Local Council Review 

Magazine for 2014/15 at a cost of £17 (including two free logins for LCR Online. 

All subsequent logins for LCR Online will be £5 per year per login. This rate only 

applies to those who already subscribing to LCR). 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT renewal of the subscription be approved. 
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26/14 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

12.1 To consider a response to Ms Caroline Briere-Edney of no 4 Chestnut 

Cottages who has requested that the trees in Tilgate Common overhanging or 

overshadowing her property are cut down.  Following a discussion, 
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IT WAS RESOLVED THAT a response would be sent stating that the Parish 

Council would consider the request further once the Tree Survey report has been 

undertaken and its recommendations reviewed. 

12.2 To consider a response to the letter from Emma Brice of Stychfields in 

relation to disputed right of way over the lane to access the allotments.  Cllr Glenn 

confirmed that the Parish Council had Title Deeds confirming the right of way and 

that a letter, together with copy documentation had been drafted to be sent off 

confirming this. 

12.3 The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from TDC 

reporting that the temporary Tree Preservation Order No 20, 2013 (Tandridge) for 

land east of Little Common Lane & North of R.O.W. no 505, Bletchingley would 

not be confirmed.  This was noted. 

 

KW 
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27/14 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 The Annual Parish Meeting date was set for Monday 19
th

 May 2014.  

28/14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
Planning Committee Meeting – 24 February 2014 

Full Council Meeting – 10 March 2014 

 

 

The Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 11.00 pm 

 

 

 


