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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 10 APRIL 2017 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

P Glenn – Vice Chairman 

Councillors: A Butler, A Cock, D Kiss, L Sherlock, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, CC Windsor, DC Elias and 16 residents 

 

44/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Baharier, PCSO Seymour and 

District Councillors Black and Vickers. 

 

45/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 None.   

46/17 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 13
th

 March 2017 were approved 

and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 

held on 27
th

 March 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

47/17 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

Dangerous Dog – A resident reported on a number of incidents involving an 

alleged dangerous dog, the owner of which had been advised to keep the dog on 

the lead by the police who were aware of the situation.  The advice given to any 

resident who has an issue with an alleged dangerous dog is to report it directly to 

the police.  It was agreed that a request for all dog owners to act responsibly 

towards other dog owners and to report any further issues would be put placed on 

the Parish website and brought to the attention of the Neighbourhood Watch. . 

Street Lighting – A resident in Barfields raised concerns about the switching off 

of the Street lights, and what they believed to be lack of consultation.  CC Windsor 

confirmed that this was a budget saving process and that meetings had taken place 

to review areas of concern, such as crime areas, railway stations etc.  Costs were 

also being looked into for Parish Councils to consider paying for lighting to remain 

on.  Trouble spots could still be reviewed.  The Chairman stated that if crime was 

to increase as a result of the lights being turned off, then a review would need to 

take place.  The opinion of Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators would be sought. 

Yellow Line enforcement – complaints were still being made about vehicles 

parking on the yellow lines in the Barfields area.  CC Windsor stated that she 

would again approach the Parking Enforcement team based at Reigate and 

Banstead to check on the area, particularly down at the Clare Cottages junction 

with Barfields.  The Clerk confirmed that she had written letters for distribution in 

Barfields informing residents about the process of enforcement but had not yet 

distributed these. 

M23 Motorway – A resident highlighted the planned works to make the hard 

shoulder into a smart motorway lane potentially scheduled for a 2018 start.  He 

was concerned that there had been no consultation on this and this had not shown 
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up on his land searches prior to the purchase of his property close to the M23.  

This would be discussed later in the agenda.   

7 residents left the meeting. 

48/17 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

CC Windsor stated that if enough people sign the petition to the Minister for 

Transport, then it is likely that it will need to go to cabinet for a decision. 

She confirmed that she had objected to the proposed development at Castle Place. 

DC Elias had nothing to report. 

 

49/17 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 

There was no report available in the absence of the PCSOs.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Council would write to the police requesting a 

police presence at least quarterly at meetings and more regular updates. 

CC Windsor left the meeting. 

 

KW 

50/17 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 

The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda. 

The Clerk reported that the work on the Christmas tree lights was hoped to be 

completed in May and that repairs to the “noisy” manhole cover at the junction of 

the A25 with Stychens Lane would require a road closure which was planned for 

the 7
th

 May. 

DC Elias left the meeting. 

 

51/17 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

8.1. SCC/2017/0007 – Land at Kings Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road, South 

Godstone, Surrey, RH9 8LB – Details of an Operational Management and 

Monitoring Plan pursuant to Condition 8 of planning permission ref: 

TA/2015/1572 dated 2/03/2016.  (RC)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.2. SCC/2017/0060/TA – Land at Kings Farm, Tilburstow Hill Road, South 

Godstone, Surrey, RH9 8LB – Details of a Method Statement for the installation 

of fencing around Birchen Coppice pursuant to Condition 3 of planning 

permission ref: TA/2015/1572 dated 24 March 2016. (MB)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

8.3. TA/2017/594 - Tanglefields, Lower South Park, South Godstone RH9 8LF 

- Erection of detached garage incorporating workshop and storage.  (WS)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

7 residents left the meeting 

8.4. TA/2017/583 - 14 Sackville Cottages, Outwood Lane, Bletchingley RH1 

4LR - Erection of single storey front and rear extensions, hip to gable roof 

extension to south elevation incorporating roof light to front and rear roof slopes 

in association with conversion of existing loft space to habitable accommodation. 

Formation of driveway and vehicular crossover.  (AM)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

Cllr Trotman declared a Perception of Bias in relation to planning application 

TA/2017/318 the nature of the DPI being that of a close friend.  In accordance 

with the Council’s Code of Conduct, he left the meeting whilst this matter was 

being discussed and voted upon. 
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8.5. TA/2017/318 – Court Lodge Farm, Church Lane, Bletchingley, RH1 4LP 

– Use of land as domestic garden (Certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing Use) 

(CLEUD, CLOPUD).  (MB)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

Cllr Trotman was called back into the meeting.  1 resident entered the meeting. 

Cllr Trotman declared a Perception of Bias in relation to planning application 

TA/2017/619/TCA the nature of the DPI being that of a close friend.  In 

accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, he left the meeting whilst this 

matter was being discussed and voted upon. 

8.6. TA/2017/619/TCA- Grange Meadow House, 1A High Street, 

Bletchingley, RH1 4PH – Fell 1 x Larch, 1 x Norway Spruce & 2 x Western 

Hemlock.  (AD) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

Cllr Trotman was called back into the meeting. 

8.7. TA/2017/26/Cond1 – the Hawthorns School, Pendell Court, Pendell Road, 

Bletchingley – Details pursuant to Condition 5 of planning application 

TA/2017/26.  (JR) 

RESOLVED - No objection. 

8.8. 1 Outwood Lane – update on works undertaken.  The Chairman confirmed 

that the Parish Council had objected to the planning application requesting a new 

access onto the A25 on safety grounds and we had not been made aware of the 

subsequent granting of the access.  There were no objections to the conversion to 

a private dwelling.  The TDC enforcement team had visited site and confirmed 

that no clearance works had been done that were outside of the agreed planning 

application.  It was noted that friendly discussions had now taken place between 

adjoining neighbours in relation to the removed boundary hedge.  The owner of 

the site confirmed that he was aware of the concerns relating to the access and that 

the works so far had just been clearance work to the rear of the property. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Parish Council would write a letter to TDC 

complaining that they were not informed about the granted access under CLEUD 

as this could have answered many of the initial complaints when the work was 

carried out.  The Parish Council would also appreciate updates on previously 

objected to applications, particularly when the application has subsequently been 

granted. 

8.9. Any other current planning matters – discussion only. 
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52/17 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground/Fields – Confirm renewals of 

allotment rents and field rents - The Clerk confirmed that renewals for allotment 

rents were almost complete leaving two allotment vacancies on the Stychens Lane 

site.  Both field renewal rental fees had been received and the renewal Licence for 

the Whitepost Field had been signed.  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk was authorised to sign the renewal 

Licence for the Whitepost Field. 

2. CCTV – Nothing to report. 

3. Cemetery – Nothing to report other than spring like feel and drier surface. 

4. Community Speedwatch – Sessions were set up until October. 

5. Footpaths and Bridleways – Nothing new to report. 
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6. Minerals/Environment – Cllr Butler confirmed that there was nothing 

new to report on the Pendell and North Park Quarries.  There had been no new 

minutes published for a while.  A detailed aerial photograph of the area would be 

available for viewing at the Annual Parish Meeting.  In relation to Speynes Mere, 

there was some work being undertaken to control the feral mink population.  The 

Surrey Wildlife Trust was being reorganised and ongoing management was 

therefore uncertain.  It was noted that the pipe linking Pendell to Speynes Mere 

needed to be moved.   Footpaths and hedges were being kept clear.  As yet, no date 

had been set for a future meeting.  TAG A25 – David Balfour is analysing the data 

being received from the Parish Council air quality monitor which records PM10 

and PM2.5 particulates.  There were 11 exceedances in March to April.  35 are 

allowed each year.  When foggy a higher reading is incorrectly given so some 

modification is required.  Leon Hibbs and Simon Elson have both agreed to attend 

the Annual Parish Meeting. 

7. Neighbourhood Watch – There are still 11 Neighbourhood Watch 

vacancies.  

8. Sports Association – Cllr Trotman reported that an established football 

club was interested in utilising the facilities at Grange Meadow and a Day Nursery 

was looking to utilise the building during the day.  It was also hoped that the 

Fitness Club would continue to utilise the green shed.  An invoice was expected to 

be sent by TDC to the Parish Council for the year’s rent of the facility which had 

already been agreed by the Parish Council.  The future of the facility was looking 

more positive. 

9. Street Lighting – Nothing to report. 

10. Transport (i) To consider whether (and if so how) to respond to the DfT’s  

Consultation “UK Airspace – A framework for balanced decisions in the design 

and use of airspace” of 27 February 2017.  Cllr Glenn proposed that we respond 

along similar lines to that of GACC.  She also explained that it was a framework  

agreement and therefore suggested general parameters and did not set out rules.  

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Glenn would draft a response and circulate it 

through the Clerk for agreement and subsequent submission.  It should also be 

suggested that any planning applications are notified to any parish council affected 

by the decisions, not just Crawley in relation to Gatwick airspace. 

(ii) To consider the implications for the village of the Highways Agency proposal 

that J8-10 of the M23 become “Smart Motorway” and what action (if any) the 

Parish Council should take in relation thereto.  Mr Connolly gave a brief update on 

his letter to the Parish Council on this matter.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Glenn would draft a letter for agreement 

addressed to Highways England and Atkins stating that whilst we did not object to 

the use of the hard shoulder, there should be no increase in noise nuisance and that 

quiet surface material as a minimum should be used.  Details of the noise test 

readings and the location of the noise receptors would also be appreciated.  It was 

also agreed that reference to Mr Connolly’s petition would be made on the Parish 

Council website with a link to the petition should anyone be interested in signing 

it. 

4 left the meeting. 

(iii) To consider what action (if any) the Parish Council should take in relation 

to the e mail (together with its attachment) from GACC dated 29 March 2017.  

Cllr Glenn reported that GACC had requested that the council respond as a body 
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as well as individuals.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Glenn would draft a response raising concerns 

about the lack of attention to infrastructure and utilise a previous response sent 

some time ago. 

11. Tree Management – Cllr Tarrant reported that a number of the trees along 

the Greensand way had been earmarked for removal.  The survey of the Cemetery 

and Tilgate Common was still awaited. 

12. Village Hall/Community Centre – Cllr Baharier confirmed that 150 

chairs and trolleys had been purchased for the Village Hall with the Trustees 

paying for an additional 30 chairs and trolleys for the Community Centre. 

13. Website – Nothing to report. 

 

PG 

 

53/17 FINANCE  

 

10.1 To approve April accounts for payment. 

RESOLVED – The April accounts were approved for payment.  Cllrs Butler and 

Kiss signed the invoices and Cllr Cock signed the reconciled bank statements with 

the Chairman authorising the electronic payments. 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary) 842.62 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 48.50 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 81.59 

EP Bletchingley Village Hall (Village Hall) 120.00  

EP Surrey ALC Ltd (Subscriptions) 859.94 

EP St Catherine’s Hospice (Grants/Donations) 200.00 

EP Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance (Grants/Donations) 250.00 

DD Tandridge District Council (Cemetery) 64.59 

1416 Petty Cash Imprest 81.89 

DD Information Commissioner (Subscriptions) 35.00 

EP ICCM (Subscriptions) 90.00 

EP DA Landscaping (Cemetery/P&OS)) 593.00 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 34.78 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

  £3,348.11 

10.2. To agree printing costs for the Annual Report for 2016/17. 

RESOLVED – agreed along similar lines to last year. 

10.3. To consider provision of pig roast for Village Fair to be held on 25th June 

and if appropriate, to approve the cost of £750.00 for a large pig, including 

provision of a gazebo, all plus VAT.   

RESOLVED – agreed with the cost remaining at £3.50 per portion. 

10.4. To review and agree finalised Receipts & Payments Account for 16/17. 

RESOLVED – the accounts are approved. 

10.5. To agree to the cost of replacing the battery on the Defibrillator - £215 plus 

VAT. 

RESOLVED – The cost of the purchase was approved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

54/17 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 The list of correspondence was noted.  
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11.1 To consider a response to the SCC Consultation on changes to externally 

commissioned early help services for young people – to be completed by 3 May 

2017. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Sherlock would review the survey to see if it 

was applicable for the Parish Council to respond to. 

 

 

 

LS 

55/17 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 
The Clerk would arrange for the boards and glasses for the Annual Parish 

Meeting.. 

 

56/17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

Planning Committee – 24 April 2017 

Full Council Meeting – 8 May 2017 

The meeting closed at 21.37 

 

 


