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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 09 OCTOBER 2017 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Butler, A Cock, P Glenn, D Kiss, L Sherlock and P Tarrant  

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, DC Black, D Turner, D Wiltshire, J Thurston and O Thurston 

 

119/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Trotman, and DCs Elias and 

Vickers and CC R Thorn. 

 

120/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 None.  

121/17 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 11
th

 September 2017 were 

approved and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee 

meeting held on 25
th

 September 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman 

subject to the following two amendments: 

Page 1, minute 70/17, first paragraph, line 5 – replace the word “legality” with 

“safety” in the sentence to read “The main concern was the safety of the existing 

access.” 

Page 2, minute 70/17  fourth paragraph, line 8 – replace the word “existing” with 

“proposed” in the sentence to read “The proposed access design has been 

created...” 

 

122/17 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

Mr Thurston reported that he had not yet had a follow up response to his second 

email to the Council where he expressed his belief that the Parish Council should 

have made a disclosure at the last Planning Committee meeting in relation to the 

use of and reference to Cllr Kiss’s drawings within the Planning application being 

discussed.  He reiterated that his concern was primarily about safety and not design 

and he believed that the Parish Council did not consider this in their deliberations.  

He referred to the fact that Martin Higgins of SCC had commented on the 

application, particularly in relation to the demolishing of a building to improve 

sightlines, which he believed was a building of some significance in the vicinity. 

The Chairman responding confirming that the Parish Council had considered the 

application with the knowledge that the existing access, which all considered to be 

unsafe, had already been granted lawful access by TDC.  In light of repeated 

complaints about the condition of the site, the Parish Council had requested Cllr 

Kiss to mediate between the applicant and the neighbours in an attempt to find a 

better option both in safety and design than was already lawfully granted.  Cllr 

Kiss had corresponded with the applicant in order to ensure that the drawings that 

he created correctly represented what was proposed in the applicant’s architect’s 

drawings.  Cllr Kiss shared these drawings with the Council as well as residents 
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directly affected by the proposed access plans.  Once Cllr Kiss was aware that his 

plans had been used in the planning application without his permission, he had 

approached the applicant to complain and point out that permission had not been 

sought or given for such use. 

DC Black stated that TDC were restricted by SCC’s views when it came to 

Highway matters in planning applications.  Mr Thurston was advised to raise his 

concerns with TDC Planning. 

Cllr Butler suggested that TAGA25 be approached to review the safety of the 

proposed access. 

The Chairman stated that she appreciated that the residents may have believed that 

the Parish Council had not been open and transparent in their dealings relating to 

this application.  However, the Parish Council had taken their views into account 

when responding to the application and also requested that TDC remove Cllr 

Kiss’s drawings from the application. 

Mr Thurston stated that he would continue to challenge the process and procedure 

in relation to this and the previous application in relation to what he considered has 

been a covert application for vehicular access.  The Chairman confirmed that the 

Parish Council would write to the applicant directly stating that Cllr Kiss’s 

drawings, which had been produced only for the Parish Councils’ benefit, had been 

used without permission and therefore should be withdrawn from the application 

immediately.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT a formal letter to Tandridge District Council would 

also be written specifically requesting the removal of any reference to these 

drawings in the application.  A formal response would also follow to Mr Thurston 

following this meeting. 

Mr Wiltshire raised concern about the condition of the road in Barfields which is 

the only access road into a large network of other roads, made even worse by it 

being single width due to the parking down the one side.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT this concern would be raised with CC Thorn. 

Cllr Kiss reported on a complaint received about the condition of the section of 

land on the corner of the A25 and Waterhouse Lane which is regularly used for 

parking by large HGVs.  This use has resulted in an increased amount of rubbish 

being left and large potholes and mud pools.  The large number of vehicles 

regularly parked up early in the morning at various points along the A25 between 

Bletchingley and Cormongers Lane in Nutfield were noted.  The Clerk also noted a 

complaint she had received in relation to the A25/Waterhouse Lane junction HGV 

parking.  Following a discussion,  

IT WAS AGREED THAT this should be raised with Sibelco at their next 

Committee meeting to see if they could assist with levelling off the area and 

restricting access with the placing of large boulders, similar to those used at the 

Nutfield Cemetery. 

The condition of Outwood Lane was also reported and  

IT WAS AGREED THAT this too should be raised with CC Thorn. 
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123/17 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

DC Black confirmed she had nothing to report other than what she had already 

raised in relation to the rubbish resulting from the parked HGV vehicles at Ivy Mill 

Lane and the resultant condition of the area. 

DC Black left the meeting. 
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124/17 POLICING ISSUES   

 No report.  

125/17 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 

The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.  

Cllr Glenn stated that the previously reported issues in relation to footpath 146 

were more than originally reported and that she had sent a report to SCC Footpaths 

as the relevant Ramblers inspector for the area with the details.  

7.1  To receive and update on the General Data Protection Regulations Training 

attended by the Clerk.  The Clerk gave a brief update on the training session and 

that she was in the process of putting a report together for consideration by the 

Council, detailing work/procedures that would need to be put into place before the 

regulations came into effect in May 2018. 

 

126/17 HIGH STREET IRONSTONE COBBLES  

 

To consider further the details received in relation to costs for the work to repair 

the cobbles in the High Street.  Cllr Kiss had produced two drawings, one for 

either side of the High Street.  An initial quote had been received from a local 

contractor for drawing 100, which related to the smaller repairs.  This quote 

covered 2 operatives per day, estimated to take 5 days to complete the works and 

included all plant, fencing, stone and aggregate.  It was noted that there was 

currently no stone available from the only known source in the area until at least 

January.  The quote came in at £1800 plus VAT.  Based on this, Cllr Kiss 

estimated that the works required in both drawings 101 and 100, including a 10% 

contingency would be in the region of £8500.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the contractor L G Wantling be instructed to 

complete the works required in drawing 100 once stone was available.  Funding to 

cover this would be made available from existing CIL reserves.  Following 

satisfactory completion of this work, a detailed quote for the work required in 

drawing 101 would then be sought from the contractor.  Funding for the second 

phase would then be sought from alternative sources, such as Heritage Funds. 
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127/17 HIGH STREET HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS  

 

To consider a further attempt to pursue traffic calming measures through the centre 

of the village by resurrecting the original project started and never moved forward.  

Cllr Kiss explained that following the recent issues around new access points onto 

the A25, he believed it was appropriate to try to resurrect the plans for 

improvements to the A25 running through the Bletchingley High Street.  He 

suggested that by introducing various traffic calming measures such as road 

markings at certain points, this would remind road users to slow down.  This 

should then have the effect of reducing speed through the village and thereby 

improve safety.  It was felt that safety issues were primarily due to the speed of 

traffic travelling through the village.  The drawings provided by Cllr Kiss showed 

the positioning of suggested road markings – such as rumble strips to remind users 

to slow down and a possible pedestrian crossing island near the village hall as 

there was no safe means of crossing the road at this point.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT a meeting with CC Thorn would be requested to 

discuss the above proposals.  D Turner would be approached to see if speeding 

data from speedwatch can be utilised to assist with the request for traffic calming. 
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128/17 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  
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10.1 TA/2017/1998 – Bletchingley Golf Club, Church Lane, Bletchingley, RH1 

4LP – Erection of six bay covered range to include a secure professional teaching 

bay.  (CH) 

RESOLVED – No objection, 

10.2 TA/2015/1790/Cond1- Land adjacent to Three Elms, Bletchingley Road, 

Godstone – Details Pursuant to Condition 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7.  (JL) 

RESOLVED – No objection. 

10.3  Any other current planning matters – discussion only.   

The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council would be writing to Mr Thurston 

about his disclosure of interest complaint.  A letter would also be sent to the 

applicant confirming that the use of Cllr Kiss’s drawings should not have been 

used in his planning application.  An additional letter would be sent to TDC 

specifically requesting that the drawings are removed from the planning 

application entirely, including any reference to the same. 

The following applications were determined by the Chief Planning Officer. 

TA/2017/1691/TPO - Furze Barn, Outwood Lane, Bletchingley RH1 4NJ - T1 

Oak: reduce height by 6 metres to match in with canopy, crown clean removing 

defects within the tree. G1 x3 oak crown clean removing defects within tree. G2 x3 

field maples: fell ground level. T3 - Oak: fell ground level. T4 - Oak fell ground 

level.  Approved. 

TA/2014/1372/Cond1 - Cleves, Castle Street, Bletchingley RH1 4QA - Details 

pursuant to Condition 4 and Condition 14.  Approval of details 

TA/2017/344 - Land at Warwick Wold Road, Bletchingley, Redhill RH1 3DH - 

Change of use of land to allow the keeping of horses. Erection of stable block, 

formation of new access track, hard-standing and erection of fencing.  Refused. 

It was also reported that the foundations being built at the Castle Place 

development were in excess of that agreed by TDC Planning.  TDC enforcement 

had been to visit the site. 
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129/17 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground/Fields – It was noted that theft 

particularly from the Little Common Lane site still seemed to be an issue and it 

appeared that access could have been gained from the right hand side of the large 

gate.  The Clerk confirmed she had received a quote for the installation of a further 

small section of palisade fencing at this point.  This would be on the next agenda 

for consideration.  The central path at Stychens Lane needed mowing and the car 

park needed clearing again of the vegetation around the edges. 

To consider a request to rotovate overgrown plot before the new tenant enters a 

contract and agree associated costs if appropriate.  The Clerk reported that the one 

vacant plot and recently acquired plot at the Stychens Lane site were very 

overgrown and a request had been received to cultivate before occupation.  

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT it would not be cost effective to cultivate the plots.  

They would however be mowed/strimmed at the same time as the central path is 

mowed and the car park cleared. 

2. CCTV – CCTV upgrade report.  The Chairman confirmed she was still 

awaiting example pictures to assist with the upgrade review options. 

3. Cemetery – To confirm Transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial in G24. 
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Cllr Baharier reported that the cemetery grounds were looking well maintained.  

The Clerk updated on the process undertaken to finalise the Transfer of Exclusive 

Right of Burial with the help of Tim Morris from the ICCM (Institute of Cemetery 

& Crematorium Management).  This had been finalised and was just awaiting 

signature and payment before the transfer could be completed.  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the above was formally approved. 

4. Community Speedwatch – At the session Edward Day session, (European 

Day Without a Death on the Roads), 41 speeding drivers were recorded in one 

hour, including 2 coaches.  A new schedule has been fixed to April 2018. 

5. Footpaths and Bridleways – Cllr Glenn confirmed she only had footpath 

146 issues to raise and these had been done earlier in the meeting.  Cllr Tarrant 

reported that he had again looked at the previously reported failed limb 

overhanging the path and had decided against a self-fix option. 

6. Minerals/Environment – Cllr Butler’s report was noted.   

The next North Park Liaison meeting was scheduled for the 1
st
 November.  An 

approach would be made to Sibelco to ask for assistance with backfilling the area 

used for informal parking by lorries and install a boulder barrier to stop future 

parking. 

Mercers Park – Quarrying was still small scale with no additional information on 

when the sand will be moved from site. 

QOG – 2 meetings had been held to discuss the Surrey Wildlife Trust Management 

Plan for Kitchen Copse.  The information on the plan had not been sent originally.  

The Plan would be discussed later in the meeting. 

TAG-A25 – A meeting had taken place on the 28
th

 September 2017.  A site visit of 

Mercer’s Quarry was being requested for those who could not go to the Open Day.  

Nutfield Parish Council had visited the BIFFA site.  Action was being taken to 

prevent HGV queues at Cormongers Lane before opening time at 7am but vehicles 

are still parking up at other locations.  A letter has been sent to TDC re safety 

concerns re the proposed access onto the A25 for planning application 

TA/2017/1836. 

Air Quality – D Balfour had produced a report from the results of the Air Quality 

Monitor which showed 40 PM10 exceedances recorded since its installation in 

March.  The effect of moisture on the sensor still needs to be checked.  The major 

exceedance of PM10 on September 28
th

 is likely to be due to the fog.  Vegetation 

around the monitor needs to be cut back regularly.  K Bouracier will approach 

Peter Crate to assist with this.  The results of Godstone’s NOx monitors are still 

pending.  All data received will be sent to Louise Round of TDC. 

7. Neighbourhood Watch – It was noted that with the darker evenings 

drawing in, it was more important to ensure outdoor buildings are secured and 

equipment security marked where possible.  The public need to report any 

suspicious activity, particularly in rural areas, make a note of the vehicle number 

and appearance of suspects.  Saddle marking has been arranged by Surrey Police.  

It appeared that we were down to one PCSO again.  Cllr Baharier asked if D 

Turner could provide her with this information prior to attendance at the SSALC 

AGM later in the week. 

8. Sports Association – The latest Sports Association meeting had taken 

place and it appeared that the finances were in a better position now with the 

Nursery doing well and more bookings agreed for the new year and the football 

club now active.  It is hoped that an article can be prepared for publication in the 
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Surrey Mirror highlighting the new facilities.  There is no further information at 

this stage in relation to the creation of the cricket square.  It was suggested that 

posters highlighting the facilities and clubs be placed in the local pubs etc. 

9. Street Lighting – Nothing to report. 

10. Transport – Cllr Glenn apologised saying that she had not attended the 

last M23 meeting which had been about the M23 from Jnct 8 to 10 becoming a 

Smart Motorway with work scheduled to commence in Spring 2018.  It was noted 

that the CEO of Redhill Aerodrome, Anne Bartaby had resigned. 

11. Tree Management – To consider quotes for work arising from Tree 

Survey to Stychens Lane and appoint a contractor to undertake the work.  Two 

quotes had been received for the work detailed in the Survey.  Following a review 

of both quotes, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Nick Dance would be the appointed contractor to 

carry out the work at the agreed price of £940 plus VAT. 

Surrey Wildlife Trust (SWT) – Woodland Management Plans for Kitchen Copse – 

To review proposed response to the planned works.  Cllr Tarrant confirmed he had 

reviewed the documentation provided by Surrey Wildlife Trust.  It appeared to be 

based on a standard forestry commission template to pull all the work together and 

therefore similar with the woodland plan previously discussed along Rabies Heath.  

The idea is to achieve management that increases wildlife.  The plan includes the 

removal of invasive species, thinning out over a 10 year period and restoring the 

coppice in some areas, removal of ash trees and mowing of the ride areas.  The 

tables provided in the plan detailed felling, coppicing and thinning.  In general Cllr 

Tarrant felt that the proposition was sensible and would utilise a local contractor 

and therefore should be approved. 

Cllr Butler stated that one concern raised by local residents and QOG was the 

access to the site which was not considered suitable for large vehicles and ran 

along the side of the residential boundary.  It was felt that the plan did not take 

account of the type of land.  It was noted that Surrey Wildlife had undergone a 

restructure due to reduced funding, which meant that there was no longer the 

specialist knowledge available and data being used in the surveys was felt to be 

out of date.  Cllr Butler stated that she felt the emphasis in the plan was on the 

production of timber products for sale rather than working with the woodland. 

Cllr Tarrant stated that the report showed that the SWT were aware of the access 

issues as it confirmed that “access was via a privately owned track with 

permission” and that the response should be similar to that for the Tilburstow and 

Graeme Hendry Wood. 

The Chairman summarised that the Parish Council is generally happy with the plan 

as is but concerned with the access and the type of vehicles to be used on the 

access and the surrounding lanes.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT The Parish Council are generally happy with the 

proposed work and welcome the active management of the Kitchen Copse.  

However, we believe access to be very difficult both for the private and public 

access routes and should therefore be reconsidered, particularly for the proposed 

larger vehicles.  These larger vehicles the Parish Council believe are inappropriate 

for the access roads currently available. 

12. Village Hall/Community Centre – At the last AGM meeting it had been 

reported that there was a need to raise money for new tables and trolleys.  There 

was an issue with the external security lights.  The circuits have been checked and 

appear to be okay.  The next steps are to check the individual units for faults.  The 
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lights are currently on constantly in the meantime. 

13. Website – Nothing to report other than the monthly newsletter has been 

sent out. 

D Turner and D Wiltshire left the meeting. 

 

 

130/17 FINANCE  

 

12.1 To consider renewal of CPRE subscription for 2017/18 for £36. 

RESOLVED – Approved for payment at next meeting. 

12.2 To approve October accounts for payment. 

The Chairman suggested that as the Sports Association were now in a financial 

position to pay the TDC Sports Club leases that the one presented for the 3
rd

 

payment would be passed on to the Sports Association to pay direct.  Following a 

discussion,  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT – The October accounts less the TDC invoice were 

approved for payment.  Cllrs Glenn and Butler signed the invoices and Cllr Cock 

reconciled bank statements and the Chairman would authorise the electronic 

payments. 

 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary) 850.07 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 50.76 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 82.41 

EP Robert McCarthy (P&OS) 24.84 

EP Nick Dance (Cemetery/P&OS/Allots/Highways) 4003.20 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 46.40 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

   £5,103.88 

 

10.3 To consider participating in the Royal British Legion Silent Soldier 

Campaign and agreeing associated costs.  The Clerk provided some suggested 

locations, namely Village sign, green opposite Lawrences, Grange Meadow 

railings and Longhursts.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT – the Parish Council approved the purchase of a 

Silent Soldier to incorporate “Bletchingley Parish Council” next to the “in Support 

RBL logo” for £250.00.  The Silent Soldier would be placed on the grassed area 

opposite Lawrences (where the Village Fair banners are annually erected).  Cllr 

Kiss would arrange installation.   
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131/17 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The list of correspondence was noted. 

13.1 To consider a response to the Consultation on Pay and Conserve – 

Proposed Car Park Charging on Surrey County Council’s Countryside Estate prior 

to 06/11/17.   Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT – The Parish Council did not feel it appropriate to 

respond to this consultation as Bletchingley contained no SCC Car Parks. 

12.1  To consider how to respond to the SCC Survey relating to the voluntary, 

faith and community sectors.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT Cllr Baharier would respond on behalf of the 

Parish Council. 
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132/17 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

The Chairman suggested that a letter of thanks go to Janine Marks as editor of the 

Bletchingley Magazine following 30 years as editor. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT the Clerk would write a letter of thanks for her 

services as editor of the magazine for such a long time. 

Gatwick Airport Community Trust Invitation to attend Discover Gatwick on the 

21
st
 November 2017.  

IT WAS AGREED THAT Cllr Kiss would attend this year. 

Cllr Baharier would provide a report following her attendance at the Surrey ALC 

AGM scheduled for later in the week. 
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133/17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

Planning Committee – 30 October 2017 

Full Council Meeting – 13 November 2017 

The meeting closed at 21.30 

 

 


