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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 8th OCTOBER 2018 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

P Glenn – Vice Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier, A Cock, L Sherlock, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, CC Thorn, DC Black and D Wiltshire 

 

122/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Butler and Kiss and DC Vickers 

and DC Elias. 

 

123/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 None.  

124/18 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10
th

 September 2018 were 

approved and signed by the Chairman.  The minutes of the Planning Committee 

meetings held on 24
th

 September 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  

The Notes of the Annual Village Meeting held on 21
st
 May 2018 were approved as 

a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

125/18 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

4.1 Petition for saving William IV – J Cockell and H Windsor updated on the 

petition to save the pub which currently now has over 300 signatures and the 

completed Nomination form for listing the pub as an Asset of Community Value.  

If successful in listing, this affords those concerned with the future of the pub time 

to put together a proposal for consideration.  It is hoped that enough financial and 

local support may be available to put a case to the company who now owns the 

building, with a view to buying the property from them.  The Chairman 

reconfirmed that while the council sympathised, that due to the number of other 

pubs in the village, it was unlikely that the Parish Council would consider getting 

involved financially at this stage.  Views of all residents would be taken into 

account should a planning application come before the Council for consideration. 

H Windsor and J Cockell left the meeting. 

Concern had been expressed by a local resident as to the waterproof suitability of 

the windows fitted at the site of the old Prince Albert.  It was noted that the best 

course of action would be to relay the concern to Martin Higgins who is 

responsible for Listed Buildings planning applications at TDC. 

Cllr Baharier commented on the ongoing issue of flooding in Pendell Road near 

the Hawthorns school entrances.  CC Thorn made a note of the complaint to report 

back to SCC Highways. 

The Chairman reported in the absence of Cllr Kiss that an enquiry had been made 

by the Bletchingley Community Choir as to the switching of the Christmas Lights 

and Carol singing for 2018.  All Councillors were in agreement for the 
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Bletchingley Community Choir to be involved again. 

The condition of Barfields Road was raised again.  It was noted that this was on 

CC Thorn’s list of highway issues for Bletchingley. 

126/18 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

CC Thorn reported that she had received a thank you for a recent donation that had 

been given to the Bletchingley Skills Centre.  The Clerk confirmed that she would 

forward the Bletchingley Highways Wish List to CC Thorn for her consideration. 

DC Black commented on the recent fencing to the land opposite Grange Meadow 

and requested that the owner, Mr Miles was thanked for tidying up the area and 

widening the footpath. 

The owners of Divers Cove, following their latest burglary and arson of the site, 

had received enormous support from local residents and users of the facilities as 

well as support from TDC. 

DC Black and CC Thorn left the meeting.  

 

 

KW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

127/18 POLICING ISSUES  

 No reports available.  

128/18 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.  

129/18 WATERHOUSE LANE JUNCTION  

 

To consider the installation of wooden posts at either end of the tarmac area with 

the remainder of the area being levelled off with topsoil and reseeded.  The Clerk 

reported that she had received the contact details for the contractors who had 

undertaken the installation of the posts at Godstone and had contacted them for 

further information.  An estimated costs for the installation of 4 posts at either end 

of the tarmac area with the remainder of the area being levelled off with turf and 

grass seeded would cost in the region of £2k for the posts, installation and 

hopefully delivery of top soil.  Following consideration, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Clerk would obtain quotes for the installation 

of posts around the entire corner and infilling of the entire middle section of 

topsoil and levelling off and grass seeding.  This would be reported back to 

Council for further consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

130/18 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 8.1 Any other current planning matters.  None.  

131/18 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

10.1 Allotments/Fields – To approve the method and costs involved with the 

removal of the “Himalayan Balsam” type plant in Stychens Lane Field.  It was still 

unclear as to the identity of the plant in question but it was noted that it needed to 

be cleared and the best method was spraying with a suitable chemical and then 

cutting back and removing dead growth at a later stage.  Peter Cheesewright of 

Forest and Garden Services had quoted £125 for the spraying plus costs for 

subsequent removal.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Contractor would be requested to undertake the 

work.  

Cllr Sherlock reported that she had been approached by some of the tenants of the 

Stychens Lane allotment site requesting if they could jointly maintain any vacant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 
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plots.  This was agreed but at that stage there were no vacant plots on that site. 

In relation to the playground plans for the Stychens Lane site, Bletchingley Village 

Primary School had been positive in a recent meeting and would look at ways to 

get the views of the students, particularly as many younger children were now 

known to be using that location in preference to the Grange Meadow site.  A 

questionnaire would be produced to be passed around the school.  Funding 

deadlines were looming but it was felt that it would be better to wait for more 

detailed consultation and proposals before putting in for funding applications at 

this stage. 

10.2 CCTV – In relation to the recent van break-in in the High Street, the Clerk 

reported that she had still not received any request from the police for the CCTV 

footage or any formal request for the footage to be downloaded ready for viewing. 

The Clerk reported that the contractors had been called out earlier in the day to fix 

the wireless connection to one of the cameras and clean the War Memorial Camera 

whilst on site. 

10.3  Cemetery – The Clerk confirmed that the hedge clearance on the northern 

boundary had been completed. 

• To confirm Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial for A136 and burial. 

RESOLVED – Approved. 

• To confirm Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial for A146 and burial. 

RESOLVED – Approved. 

The Clerk requested permission for exploratory digs to confirm additional vacant 

plots for future use.  Forms for the Planning Application Advice for the new burial 

site were ready for submitting to TDC. 

RESOLVED – exploratory digs were approved and the Clerk confirmed she 

would submit the pre-advice planning application form to TDC. 

10.4 Community Speedwatch – The Clerk confirmed that the speedwatch site 

at Castle Street was approved with a second option provided for the other side of 

the road at the same location.  The site by the Chevington Villas was still denied 

due to the ongoing speedwatch review for the entire section of road between 

Godstone and Bletchingley. 

10.5  Footpaths and Bridleways – Cllt Tarrant commented that the Greensand 

Way bridleway needs widening.  It is hoped to get the Horse Society involved with 

assisting in maintaining bridleways.  It was agreed that the East Surrey Walkers 

should be thanked for their efforts in installing the kissing gate on the footpath 

running between the Golf Course and Stychens Lane.  The Clerk would write the 

thank you. 

10.6  Minerals and Environment – Cllr Butler’s report was noted in her 

absence. 

Sibelco – Next meeting of the Community Liaison meeting was scheduled for 7
th

 

November.  In relation to Kitchen Kopse, Cllr Sherlock reported on the recently 

attended meeting.  The clearance work is to generally clear out the area of diseased 

Ash and unhealthy trees – expected to generate about 100 tonnes of fire wood over 

the winter which will be accessed via the Whitehill haul route and will require 4 to 

5 lorries to remove the wood.  The works are weather dependent.  An ecological 

survey has recently been carried out.  It is hoped that this work will improve the 

life of the remaining Hazel trees. 

Mercers – nothing to report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 

 

KW 

 

 

 

 

KW 
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Air Quality – Last year’s air quality data has been sent to TDC for consideration.  

TDCs responsibility has been delegated to Mole Valley Council. 

TAG A25 – Nutfield Parish Council rep – Sue Ford is checking Biffa HGV traffic 

and associated parking on the A25. 

QOG – AGM on 26
th

 October 2018. 

10.7  Neighbourhood Watch – Generally low level incidents apart from the 

arson attack on Divers Cove. 

10.8 Sports Association – Next Sports Association meeting on the 23
rd

 October 

2018.  Surrey Cricket is assisting with advice on how to encourage cricket back to 

Grange Meadow.  The Clerk confirmed she had approached Mr Lambert in 

relation to the request for a section of land in the field for a footpath between 

Townmead and Grange Meadow.  The request was being transferred to Mr 

Lambert’s agents for consideration. 

10.9 Street Lighting – Nothing to report. 

10.10 Transport – Nothing to report. 

10.11 Tree Management – The tree work in the Cemetery had been completed. 

10.12 Village Hall / Community Centre – The last meeting had been held on the 

13
th

 September 2018.  The electrics had been completed.  The PIR light still 

needed to be installed.  Boiler quotes were still awaited.  The fuse box lock would 

be a combination lock to reduce the need for keys.  The new booking system 

would be going live in January.  A meeting re the review the Village Hall lease 

termination due in a few years would need to be arranged between the Trustees. 

10.13 Website – Nothing to report. 

D Wiltshire left the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

132/18 FINANCE  

 

11.1 To consider renewal of CPRE subscription for 2018/19 for £36. 

RESOLVED – Approved for payment in November 

11.2 To approve October accounts for payment. 

RESOLVED – The October accounts were approved for payment.  Cllrs Cock and 

Sherlock signed the invoices and the Chairman signed the reconciled bank 

statements with Cllr Glenn authorising the electronic payments. 

EP Mrs K Wantling (Salary) 893.38 

EP HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 57.34 

DD NEST (Salary – Pension) 86.88 

EP D A Landscaping (Cemetery & Parks & Open Spaces) 640.00 

DD Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 38.78 

DD Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water Plc (Allotments) 13.00  

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water Plc (Cemetery) 7.00  

DD Sutton & East Surrey Water Plc (Allotments) 22.00 

   £1,804.58 

 

11.3 To approve purchase of Arnold Baker on Local Council Administration – 

11
th

 Edition for £103.99 plus postage. 

RESOLVED – Approved. 

 

 

All 

 

All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KW 
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133/18 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The list of correspondence was noted. 

12.1 To formally confirm a response to a letter from Piers Mason of TDC 

requesting consideration for financial contributions towards Highway Grass Verge 

cutting for 2019/20.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council formally approve the suggested 

financial contribution for 2019/20 with the option of reviewing yearly.  The 

Chairman also reported that the recent Parish Assembly meeting that she attended 

at TDC was very informative. 

12.2 To consider a response to TDC Consultation on the Council’s Draft 

Housing Strategy: A place called home.  The Chairman reported that she had read 

the document and felt that it was very well written.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT all Councillors should provide their responses to 

the Clerk and Chairman to collate for the formal response.  The general consensus 

was that not enough thought had been given to development of smaller sites of 

social housing. 

 

 

 

 

KW 

 

 

 

 

 

All 

 

134/18 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

The Chairman reported on the Clerk’s resignation notice and associated 

publication of the vacancy.  It was also agreed that it would be an appropriate time 

to review the job description and consider changes to regularising the Clerk’s 

hours and possible provision of a Clerk’s Office.  Location options were being 

reviewed.  It was suggested that the advert be published for submission of 

applications by the 2
nd

 of November, interviews by the end of November and 

December being the handover month.  

Cllr Trotman requested the provision for approving a bin outside the Church to be 

included on the next agenda.  The Clerk confirmed that TDC would remove the 

demolished bin and that the site would be monitored to see if a second bin was 

necessary before any purchase was made. 

 

135/18 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

Planning Committee – 29 October 2018 

Full Council Meeting – 12 November 2018 

The meeting closed at 21.13 

 

 


