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BLETCHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

BLETCHINGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

ON MONDAY 08 FEBRUARY 2016 

 

P R E S E N T  
S A Ray – Chairman 

Councillors: L Baharier,  A Cock, B Kingsley, D Kiss, P Tarrant and R Trotman 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, CC Windsor, DC Black, PCSO Seymour and D Turner 

(Neighbourhood Watch)  

 

16/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Glenn and Butler and DC 

Vickers and DC Elias. 

 

17/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 There were no changes to the Declarations of Interest.  

18/16 MINUTES  

 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 11
th

 January 2016 were approved 

and signed by the Chairman.   

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 25 January 2016 were 

approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

19/16 RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS  

 

Cllr Tarrant enquired as to whether an improved non-slip road surface could be 

used on the sharp bend in Rabies Heath Road which regularly experiences vehicle 

crashes in icy weather.  The last involving 3 separate vehicles coming off the road 

and ending up in ditches or front gardens.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT CC Windsor would take this up with Highways. 

The Chairman reported on a complaint about the repaired cobbles in the High 

Street.  CC Windsor would respond to this in the next agenda item. 

DC Black enquired as to whether anything could be done about the lorries parking 

off road in Waterhouse Lane causing the surface to become churned up as lorries 

turned back onto the A25 over the raised roadside kerb edgings.   

IT WAS AGREED THAT CC Windsor would also raise this complaint with 

Highways.  

 

 

 

20/16 REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  

 

DC Black requested that Cllrs and Residents ensure they get the correct facts about 

the TDC Local Plan consultation and respond by the deadline. 

Cllr Black left the meeting. 

CC Windsor updated on the repairs undertaken to the cobbles outside the Post 

Office. While the repairs were needed as the cobbles were in a state of disrepair, it 

was advised by CC Windsor that it had been repaired with concrete because of 

budget restrictions.  After a discussion the Parish Council agreed that as this was in 

a conservation area, it would prefer that the cobbles were properly and 

sympathetically restored.  Investigations were underway as to whether the CC 
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Allowance could be put towards this. Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT CC Windsor would contact Martin Higgins of TDC 

who deals with historical and listed building planning issues for his views and 

would also investigate further potential funding avenues for the repairs. 

CC Windsor left the meeting. 

21/16 POLICING ISSUES – an update on progress  

 

PCSO Seymour read from the Crime Report of which there were 12 reported 

crimes for January, again down from neighbouring parishes.  Catapult crimes 

across Tandridge had now risen to over 100.  5 people from the area have been 

arrested for various crimes, 1 charged and 4 released on bail.  Bletchingley had 

seen vandalism, notably at St Catherine’s Primary School, there had been an 

incident of dogs attacking sheep, theft from cars and break ins, as well as the 

continued motorbike nuisance.  It was noted that a Bletchingley resident had been 

charged and jailed for 5 years for a number of incidents. 

PCSO Seymour left the meeting. 

 

22/16 CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS  

 

The Clerk’s report on the Christmas Lights was noted.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT no repairs would be undertaken to the existing 

lights. Cllr Kiss would investigate and report back on the option of new lights to 

replace the existing lights and an improved connection to the power source at the 

local property. 

 

DK 

23/16 MATTERS AND ACTION POINTS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 

The Clerk’s report was noted and items requiring comment were on the agenda.  

The Clerk read from the response in relation to the Prince Albert’s future.  It was 

noted that the owners have advised that they are doing everything possible to 

encourage the sale of this property.   

 

24/16 CURRENT PLANNING ISSUES  

 

9.1 TA/2015/1267 – 8 Sunnybank Villas, Godstone Road, Bletchingley, RH1 

4LT – Erection of summer house and formation of decking. (Retrospective, 

Amended Plans).  (WS)  

RESOLVED – the Parish Council suggest that TDC Planning visit the site to 

review the levels following objections received from the adjoining neighbour in 

relation to the overlooking due to the site level heights. 

9.2 TA/2015/2148 – The Byre, Pendell Road, Bletchingley, RH1 4QH - 

Variation of condition 2 of planning application TA/2012/238 to allow for the 

working hours to be extended to Monday to Friday - 7am to 9pm and Saturday and 

Sunday from 9am to 5pm.  (VR)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

9.3 TA/2016/47 – 89 Coneybury, Bletchingley, RH1 4PR - Change of use to 

allow for the making of pottery. (Certificate of lawfulness for a proposed use).  

(SM)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 

9.4 TA/2016/86/TCA – 11 to 21 High Street, Bletchingley, RH1 4PB – 

Reduce 4 Acer back to previous pruning points; fell 1 Acer to ground level and 

remove stump.  (SH)  

RESOLVED – No objection. 
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9.5 Tandridge District Council – Local Plan Consultation – To consider 

responses to be made by the Parish Council.  It was noted with thanks that Cllr 

Baharier had also produced a report on the subject following her attendance at the 

CPRE Tandridge Group meeting.  The CPRE Tandridge Group letter requesting 

support and funding was also acknowledged.  

After much discussion the council noted and agreed that:  

1. There was some incorrect or missing information in the draft local plan, for 

example sites previously identified in the Parish Council Affordable Housing 

assessment process had not been included as potential sites and it was also noted 

that a local Doctor’s Surgery had advised that they had not been consulted contrary 

to what the consultation plan had implied.  

2. BPC is extremely concerned about retaining the Green Belt as well 

as ensuring our rural community is fully maintained and supported. Tandridge 

have however historically been very strict in planning decisions regarding 

encroachment in the Greenbelt and as such while we agree that much work is still 

needed on the Local Plan, we believe that we can do this much more fruitfully by 

working positively with Tandridge at this early stage rather than against them. As a 

result we will not be contributing to the CPRE request for financial support at this 

stage.  

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT – the clerk and the chair were actioned to write up 

the summary of the discussion and provide a response to Tandridge accordingly.    

The Chairman noted CC Windsor’s request to put printed objections to the plan on 

the website.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS AGREED THAT at this early stage in the consultation, the Parish 

Council did not feel it appropriate but noted that we had already provided the 

Local Plan details and link on the website and newsletter and encouraged residents 

to read and respond directly. 

9.6  Any other current planning matters – discussion only. 

The following appeal has been DISMISSED:  

Greencroft Manor (aka Greencroft Cottage), Hextalls Lane, Bletchingley – 1 

Without planning permission the erection of a concrete panel fence that exceeds 2 

metres high from ground level – Enforcement Notice 1 (2015) – ENF/2012/287 & 

2 Erection of a two storey extension with basement under incorporating roof lights 

to south east elevation and formation of new entrance to south west elevation. 

(Certificate of lawfulness for a proposed development) – TA/2014/1073. 

TA/2015/1837/TCA - 3 Grange Close, Bletchingley RH1 4LW - T1 Robinia: 

Reduce 5 large lateral branches by 2m to bring in line with the height of the hedge 

next to the tree. T2 Birch: Thin crown by 20%. T3 Ash: Reduce branches 

overhanging shed by up to 3m. Approved. 

TA/2015/1577 - 89 Coneybury, Bletchingley RH1 4PR - Change of use to allow 

for the making of pottery. (Amended description).  Planning permission is not 

required. 

TA/2014/1913 - 46 High Street, Bletchingley RH1 4PA - Change of use of first 

floor from office and storage to ancillary dwelling (class c3) and erection of first 

floor rear extension and internal alterations. Approved. 

TA/2014/1914 - 46 High Street, Bletchingley RH1 4PA - Change of use of first 

floor from office and storage to ancillary dwelling (class c3) and erection of first 

floor rear extension and internal alterations. (listed building consent). Listed 
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building consent – granted 

TA/2015/2027 - Land to the rear of Whyte Harte Hotel, High Street, Bletchingley 

RH1 4PB - Erection of 4 semi-detached dwellings.  Approved. 

TA/2015/2047 - Birchens, Outwood Lane, Bletchingley RH1 4NJ - Erection of 

single storey rear extension.  Approved. 

TA/2015/1358/Cond1 - Ivy Mill Nursery, Bletchingley Road, Godstone RH9 8NB 

- Details pursuant to condition 4 materials, condition 6 pedestrian access, condition 

7 tree protection, condition 17 surface water drainage, condition 18 piling.  

Approval of details. 

TA/2015/2169/TCA - Berry House, 58 High Street, Bletchingley RH1 4PA - 

Crown reduce 1 Sycamore by approx. 2m to achieve a residual height of approx. 

10m & a balanced crown shape.  Approved. 

25/16 REPORTS FROM AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY  

 

1. Affordable Housing – The Parish Council were still awaiting finalised 

details from TDC in relation to their housing plans for Bletchingley. 

2. Allotments/Stychens Lane Playground/Fields – Nothing to report. 

• To review the allotment rents for 2016/17.  It was noted that the allotment 

rents had not been increased for 5 years but that we were still in the middle in 

relation to charges made by other parish councils within Tandridge.  It was noted 

also that some Parish Councils take a £50 deposit which is non -refundable in the 

event of not maintaining the upkeep of the plot.  The waiting list is very small.  

Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the rents would continue to remain unchanged at 

£30 per half plot and that no deposit would be required. 

• To review the field rents for 2016/17.  It was noted that these had not 

changed for a number of years.  It was also noted that there was no waiting list for 

these and that the market rental value was not known. Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the rents would continue to remain unchanged for 

both fields. 

3. CCTV 

• To review costs involved with installation of infra-red lights at the Village 

Hall Car Park.  The Chairman updated on the quote received from Sunstone for the 

installation of infra-red lights to improve the CCTV visibility at night in the car 

park.  Following a discussion 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Village Hall Management Committee would be 

asked to provide the electrical spurs required for each light.  If this was agreed, then 

the costs for the purchase and installation were agreed. 

4. Cemetery – Nothing to report. 

• To review the Cemetery fees for 2016/17.  The Clerk produced a detailed 

report showing existing and proposed fees as well as those fees currently being 

charged by other Parishes in Tandridge operating Cemeteries.  Following a 

discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the increased fees as indicated and amended were 

agreed with effect from 1
st
 April 2016.  New fees for the Transfer of Grave 

Ownership would be introduced at a cost of £75 each.  Searches and requests for 

copy extracts would be charged out at £25 each. 

• To approve memorial application for Hinkley in P12 
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IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the application was approved. 

• To approve burial of ashes and subsequent memorial stone for Mutton in 

AP3 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the application was approved. 

• To review progress of data transcription of burial records and additional cost 

involved due to larger than estimated number of records to be transcribed.  The 

Clerk’s details report on this was noted. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the increased costs be approved. 

5. Community Speedwatch – The last speed watch session had had to be 

abandoned due to a faulty battery.  The complete unit had been picked up by Surrey 

Police and taken away for repair/testing and had yet to be returned.  It was hoped 

that it would be returned before the next scheduled session. 

6. Footpaths and Bridleways – Nothing to report. 

7. Minerals/Environment – Cllr Butler’s BPC Minerals Report for Feb 2016 

was noted.  The report on the Traffic Survey which the Clerk had duly followed up 

as requested by Cllr Butler in her absence was also noted.  The Clerk confirmed 

that the Company’s quote still stood at £990 plus VAT and that this fee would be 

split three ways between the three respective parishes and individual invoices 

issued.  Following a discussion, 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT The Clerk would be the main point of contact with 

the company, Advanced Transport Research.  The Clerk would obtain confirmation 

that Godstone and Nutfield Parish Council agreed to the expenditure.  The Clerk 

would also obtain permission if necessary from SCC Highways for the Survey to 

be undertaken. 

8. Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Tarrant updated on the newly appointed Nick 

Ephgrave as temporary Chief Constable who pledged to implement the new 

Neighbourhood Policing Model.  PCs and PCSOs will remain at strength, waiting 

times to 101 calls will be improved and body-worn cameras for officers will be in 

use by May.  Minor reports, such as fly tipping etc should be directed at the 

appropriate district or county council rather than the police unless a crime was 

actually being committed at the time or the incident was likely to cause an 

accident.  Residents were advised to purchase good shed locks to make it more 

difficult for miscreants to gain entry to garden buildings.  

9. Sports Association – Cllr Trotman reported that the Football Team had 

collapsed.  The Sports Social Club was still active and it was hoped that visiting 

teams would be utilising the field and the setting up of a possible youth team was 

being investigated.  

Cllr Baharier reported that the Grange Meadow Project was waiting to hear the 

outcome of an application to BIFFA.  An audit from Police Security had been 

undertaken at the site with the suggestion that motion cameras with infra-red 

capability be used with a preference for the system being linked up to the existing 

Parish Council system.  Funding applications would be made easier if the Sports 

Association was registered as a Charity.  The Sports Association were currently 

looking into the feasibility of becoming a Charity, particularly in respect of its 

relationship with TDC. 

10. Street Lighting – No known issues. 

11. Transport – No update in the absence of Cllr Glenn. 

12. Tree Management – No update at this stage as the planning application has 

yet to be determined. 

KW 
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13. Village Hall/Community Centre – Cllr Tarrant reported that there was still 

no permanent cleaner, with Cllr Baharier and D Hale undertaking the existing 

cleaning duties.  Applications for grants for new chairs and tables were being 

undertaken.  The insurance level has now been increased to the appropriate level.  

The new cigarette bins have been installed.  There is an Open Day on the 9
th

 April 

which is being advertised.  Cllr Baharier reminded Cllr Trotman that there is a 

funding pot of about £10k available through a specified source for replacement 

windows which the Trustees should consider for the Community Centre. 

14. Website – Nothing to report. 

D Turner left the meeting. 

26/16 FINANCE  

 

11.1 To approve February accounts for payment. 

RESOLVED – The February accounts were approved for payment.  Cllrs Kiss 

and Baharier signed the cheques and the Chairman signed the reconciled bank 

statements. 

001381 Mrs K Wantling (Salary) 856.28 

001382 HM Revenue & Customs Only (Salary) 47.80 

001383 Beverley Mason (Misc) 50.00 

001384 DA Landscaping (Cemetery/Allotments) 614.00 

001385 S A Ray (Chairman’s Allowance) 280.00 

001386 Scripti Ltd (Cemetery) 271.20 

DD   Plusnet (Telephone/Broadband) 31.20 

DD  British Telecommunications (Telephone/Broadband) 30.70 

DD  Telecoms Consortium (Telephone/Broadband) 15.00 

£2,196.18 

The Chairman confirmed that the DD forms, as part of the setup for the Clerk’s 

Pension Scheme with NEST had now been signed by herself and Cllr Cock. 

 

 

27/16 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

 

The list of correspondence was noted. 

12.1 To consider ways of celebrating the Queens 90
th

 Birthday celebrations for 

21
st
 April 2016.  It was reported that St Mary’s Church had already planned a 

Concert for the 11
th

 and a “Come to Tea” Party for the 12
th

 April.  Following a 

discussion,  

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Council would not do anything 

additional but individual Cllrs would support the St Mary’s Church projects. 

12.2 To consider ways of publicising details of the Local Transport Review- 

Year Two Public Consultation.   20 January – 14 March 2016. 

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT details of the Consultation would be published on 

the website. 

 

 

 

 

All 

 

 

 

SAR 

28/16 MATTERS FOR REPORTING OR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA  

 

The Annual Parish Meeting date of Monday 16
th

 May was agreed, with the same 

format as the previous year. 

The Clerk forwarded copies of the letter received from the Post Office notifying 

the Parish Council of Changes to the Post Office which will be closed for 

refurbishment from the 19
th

 and scheduled to reopen on the 29
th

 February 2016. 

The Chairman requested Online Banking to be placed on the agenda for March. 
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29/16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
Planning Committee – 29 February 2016 

Full Council Meeting – 14 March 2016 

 

 

The meeting closed at 21.35. 


