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ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE  

COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 21 MAY 2018 
 

P R E S E N T  
Councillor S A Ray – Chair 

C Eastwood and G Lammas – Bletchingley Skills Centre 

S Jenkins and Cathy Manners – Surrey Choices 

P Cock – Bletchingley Horticultural Society 

A Butler – Air Quality Monitoring 

L Baharier – Grange Meadow Facilities 

L Sherlock – Stychens Lane Playground Revamp Plans 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, Councillors:  A Cock, P Glenn, D Kiss, P Tarrant and R 

Trotman and 22 residents 

The Chair gave a warm welcome to those in attendance.  All attending were asked to sign in the 

Visitor’s Book and copies of the Bletchingley Parish Council Annual Report 2017-18 were 

available.  There were free refreshments available for those attending.  This year a different range of 

organisations operating within Bletchingley were invited to showcase their group to the village.  

There were friendly exchanges of views and information, which was helpful to BPC and we hope to 

the villagers we serve. 

The following stands were present: 

Parish Council 

Objectives and responsibilities and assets, copies of the Annual Report which included the accounts 

as well as a Suggestion Book asking for ideas going forward to improve the village.  There was a 

display of photographs taken by the Chairman from around the village, many of which were aerial 

photographs of the Council’s assets. 

Bletchingley Skills Centre (Caroline Eastwood and Gill Lammas) 

Bletchingley Skills Centre is a community learning facility for disabled and non-disabled adults of 

all ages and has been in existence for 29 years.  The aim of the Skills Centre is to offer training 

courses in order to promote confidence and encourage independence through learning new skills in 

a friendly and informal environment. Improving these skills can help with everyday tasks and 

increase employability prospects in both the paid and voluntary sectors. 

 

Courses offered include: Computer skills (including specialist software for visually impaired), 

Using an Ipad, Numeracy and Literacy, Cookery, Crafts and Chair yoga.  The Centre relies on the 

help of volunteers to run some of the courses and are always looking for new recruits.  

 

“The Annual Village meeting gave us the opportunity to talk to local people and explain what we 

do. We are trying to raise our profile because, despite having been on our site for 29 years, many 

local people don't realise we exist.  There is also a certain amount of confusion between us and 

Surrey Choices who, despite being called a skills centre, offer opportunities to a different clientele. 

Occasions like the meeting and having a stall at The Bletchingley Village Fair give us the chance to 

promote ourselves and meet local people.” 

Surrey Choices (Sean Jenkins and Cathy Manners) 

Bletchingley Activity Centre is a place where you can enjoy arts and crafts, learn more about 

independent living, get some exercise and find out more about how to make great choices for your 
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life.  We work with people who have learning disabilities and complex needs.  Everything is 

tailored to the way you want to do things, and our rooms allow you to take part in lots of activities, 

including: Art and craft, Gentle exercise, Rebound therapy, Drama, Independent cooking and living 

skills, Health and self-image and music. 

 

“Thank you for inviting Surrey Choices along to the village meeting. It was nice to meet people 

from the local community and get an idea of some of the things going on. It was also a pleasure to 

tell people what it is we do here at the Activity Centre. Over the last year it has become clear, what 

a friendly and pleasant village we are now based in. Our doors are always open and once again 

thank you.  Sean Jenkins (Senior Activities Facilitator).” 

Horticultural Society (Pamela Cock) 

Blechingley Horticultural Society was pleased to have a small display at this meeting in the hope of 

attracting interest in the Society and its events.  Several attendees took flyers about the Society.  We 

displayed posters promoting the numerous horticultural topics which were the subjects for a variety 

of speakers over the previous year.  Hopefully this demonstrated that the Society’s horticultural 

interest was quite wide.  A few plants were available for sale, grown from seed by members, with 

the economy tag that it is much cheaper to ‘grow your own’! 

Air Quality Monitoring - Minerals and Environment (Ann Butler) 

The particulate sensor bought jointly by Bletchingley and Nutfield Parish Councils has successfully 

been producing data for about a year since its installation on the A25 near the new quarry access in 

Nutfield. At the meeting, interested members of the public were reassured that the readings have 

mainly been well within the recommended EU levels with very few instances of high levels of the 

dangerous small-sized dust particles (PM10s). Following its recent annual check and recalibration, 

our particulate sensor had not yet produced the latest data. However, although now the new quarry 

is exporting sand at full production, visitors were pleased to hear that the lorry loads travelling 

through Bletchingley are covered and increased dust generation from the quarry is not expected 

along the A25. 

Traffic Incident Register (Sally-anne Ray) 

A register of any traffic related incidents is being managed by the Chairman.  This is to enable the 

Parish Council to collect enough data to present to the County Council and Surrey Police to assist 

with road safety improvement requests within the village.  Any details of incidents can be reported 

to any Cllr or the Clerk for forwarding to the Chairman for inclusion on the register. 

Allotments (Sally-anne Ray) 

Photos and aerial images of Little Common Lane and Stychens Lane allotments were on display. 

There are currently 4 plots available across the 2 sites.  For more information please contact Cllr Liz 

Sherlock or the Parish Clerk. 

Stychens Lane Playground Revamp Plans (Liz Sherlock) 

There were images of the current playground equipment and field on display. Those attending were 

also able to view initial proposals from one play equipment supplier, Wicksteed, for replacing the 

equipment within the existing fenced off area. Initial reaction was positive and through the contacts 

made there may be opportunities to gain feedback from a wider audience of parents and children at 

the Mums and Tots group, schools and the Village Fair in the summer. Additional volunteers to 

help give input from the community for renovating the area and become involved in a project would 

be welcome. Further plans from another potential supplier should be available shortly and the initial 

report from TDC following their review of Parks and Open Spaces is expected over the summer. 
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Grange Meadow – (Linda Baharier) 

Updates were available for those attending on the progress of the Grange Meadow Project.  This 

now focuses on the renewal of the road, providing proper parking and lighting and increasing the 

CCTV coverage.  The Adult Gym is up and running and well used. We have had some incidents 

down there of vandalism on the Skate Park and at the Bowls club.  The CCTV on the Skate Park 

has enabled us to identify the culprits. We are looking to increase the CCTV with one behind the 

Bowls Club, one on the Car Park area and an additional one on the Adult Gym light but facing the 

Green Hut.  The next step is to obtain current quotes for the work to the road etc in order to apply 

for grants. 

Summary:  

There was a lot of general interest in all stands.  Specific issues that were raised by residents 

attending included: 

Concern from residents about rumours that Town Meadow was being looked at by its owners as a 

potential housing development. The Parish Council confirmed that to our knowledge this was not 

the case and we had seen nothing in the local plan about this and nothing had come before planning 

or from Tandridge that we were aware of. There was also concern about the permitted pathway that 

had been removed.  

  

There was a lot of concern amongst residents about traffic particularly regards the junction of Sandy 

lane/Pendell Lane and Little Common/Big Common Lane. We confirmed that any traffic incidents 

should be reported to the Chairman as soon as possible so that we could collate evidence for us to 

then go to highways accordingly.  

  

There was concern that broadband in the outskirts of Bletchingley were unacceptable with some 

areas such as Brewer street only receiving 4Mbits.  

 


