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ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE  

COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 15 MAY 2017 
 

P R E S E N T  
Councillor S A Ray – Chair 

P Trowbridge and P Craig – TDC Housing 

D Turner – Neighbourhood Watch/Community Speedwatch 

B O'Brien and D Carpenter – Bletchingley Historical Society 

A Butler and S Elson – Environmental – Air Quality Monitor 

L Baharier – Grange Meadow Facilities 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, Councillors:  A Cock, P Glenn, D Kiss, L Sherlock, P Tarrant 

and R Trotman; CC R Thorn, DC T Elias, DC G Black, DC D Vickers and 35 residents 

The Chair gave a warm welcome to those in attendance.  All attending were asked to sign in the 

Visitor’s Book and take a copy of the Bletchingley Parish Council Annual Report 2016-17.  There 

were free refreshments available for those attending.  The new informal format has made it much 

easier for visitors to ask questions and see progress on a number of projects in a relaxed and 

informal setting.  Friendly exchanges of views and exchanges of information is the result, which is 

helpful to BPC and we hope to the villagers we serve. 

The following stands were present: 

Parish Council 

Objectives and responsibilities and assets, copies of the Annual Report which included the accounts 

as well as a Suggestion Book asking for ideas going forward to improve the village. 

TDC Affordable Housing (Peter Trowbridge and Penny Craig) 

Building work has started on homes for local Bletchingley people  

Penny Craig and Peter Trowbridge were delighted to be involved in the annual village meeting, 

which gave them the opportunity to showcase the developments which are now under way within 

the parish.  Building work has started at Coneybury which will deliver 10 new council homes.  The 

properties, which are being built by Selsdon Building Contractors, are due to complete in 

November.  The new homes will be available to applicants on the housing register who either live in 

Bletchingley, or have a strong local connection.  If you, or someone you know is interested or has 

any questions about eligibility, please call 01883 722 000 or e-mail  

customerservices@tandridge.gov.uk.  

Planning consent for a further four homes on an adjacent unused garage site has been granted, and 

construction will commence in June.  These homes will be available to all people on the housing 

register - it is not necessary to have a local connection.  

TDC are really pleased to be building high quality new council houses in Bletchingley which will 
provide secure homes to families and individuals in housing need.  

Penny and Peter were able to chat through the proposals with residents on Monday evening, and 

invited those interested in applying for the new homes to find out more on their website 

www.tandridge.gov.uk. TDC have a number of other affordable housing developments in the 

pipeline and will continue to explore all options available to help deliver homes for people on the 

housing register.   

Air Quality Monitoring - Minerals and Environment (Ann Butler) 
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The Minerals stand was supported by Simon Elson, Environmental and Landscape Officer for SCC 

and was very busy throughout  the evening  There was particular interest in the quarry restoration 

programme and the high standard achieved, as demonstrated by the new grazing areas at North Park 

Farm and Simon Elson’s partially EU-funded Restore project.  It was explained how sand from the 

Pendell quarry extension is taken by conveyor to the North Park processing plant and then by HGV 

via the haul route directly to the motorway not adding to local traffic, which reassured some 

newcomers to the village.  

The Air Quality stand attracted much interest and was supported by a local professional air quality 

officer.  He expanded on details of the operations of our new particulate monitor, shared with 

Nutfield.  We were very pleased to be joined by a Nutfield parish councillor.  All heard how the 

sensor is recording fine dust levels generated at present largely by traffic, but that later this summer 

there may be an increase in dust following the start of sand extraction at Mercers Quarry.  We 

discussed improved local weather-forecasting which could facilitate quarry dust mitigation under 

windy dry conditions.  Concerns over recent episodes of dust on their parked cars were expressed 

by visitors from Tilgate Common and Outwood Lane. Our efforts to record air pollution and 

hopefully next year to involve TDC, seemed to be much appreciated.  

TAG-A25 material.  Concern was expressed over the volume of HGV traffic locally, particularly 

that entering the village from Outwood Lane and Rabies Heath Road and the lorries that park up at 

Waterhouse Lane and those that queue to enter the Biffa site in Cormongers Lane.  The work of 

TAG-A25 was explained, focussing on A25 traffic levels and local development impacts as well as 

air pollution issues and the value of cooperative input from the three villages Nutfield, Bletchingley 

and Godstone. 

Community Speedwatch / Neighbourhood Watch (Di Turner) 

The Community Speedwatch display attracted lots of interest.  People wanted sites in their roads, 

especially along the A25 towards Godstone, and were concerned also about speeding on the A25 

making access onto it dangerous from side roads in the village.  It was explained that whilst the 

Speedwatch team have asked repeatedly for extra sites the police are unwilling to allow more than 

the five we have due to set criteria they have to follow for site allocation.  Two people took away 

details and said they would think about joining the team. 

The Neighbourhood Watch display attracted some interest and some newcomers took away info. 

about who their street coordinator was.  This was followed up with an alert to the coordinators so 

they could get in touch.  Two people are considering becoming street reps for Rabies Heath Road 

and Church Lane.  Many attending took away window stickers, welcome packs and leaflets, 

especially "The Little Book of Big Scams".  Unfortunately few of the visitors lived in the roads 

where coordinators are needed. 

Bletchingley Historical Society (Bill O'Brien and Daphne Carpenter) 

This table contained a display of historical pictures, including those of previous "great" men in the 

community. 

Grange Meadow – (Linda Baharier) 

Since the last annual meeting there have been many changes to Grange Meadow some good, some 

not so good but the final news is brighter. 

The first change is that the Outdoor Gym/Adult Playground we were last year only talking about 

has been installed and is being used by many people.  More lighting – 4 poles – have been installed 

and while not as many as we could hope for it still makes a difference; and they are movement 

sensitive for greenness and budgetary reasons. 

You may notice that there is also a new CCTV system on the poles which is working and has 

already been of help to the Police and improving safety for all down at the Meadow. 
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Unfortunately the main Pavilion has not been used owing first to the last Football club leaving us 

and no other takers, followed by a burst pipe and the subsequent repair and clear up. Well you will 

be pleased to know this has changed and there is movement down there.  The Pavilion is to be 

cleaned and tidied up, followed by internal decoration, all volunteers welcome.  Jeff Marks having 

completed his term as Church Warden has agreed to become our manager for the Pavilion, why? 

Because all being well we have several users for the pavilion. 

1. Starting at least in September we have a Nursery from Monday to Friday 8.30 to 5.30. 

2. A Football club, including Juniors & girls teams will be there for the new season.  

3. Maybe if we can get the square sorted out there will be a cricket club for the future too. 

Hopefully you can meet reps from all at the Fair (25/06/2017) 

If you want to volunteer or help in any way contact Jeff Marks or Linda Baharier 07815842133 

Cemetery Plans – (Kim Wantling) 

On display were the existing record keeping books for the Bletchingley Cemetery, not to be 

confused with the Churchyard.  The Bletchingley Cemetery has been in operation since 1859.  Also 

available was the digitalised version of the above information which can now be searched by name 

or grave number in the matter of a few clicks of a button and in time all these should be linked to 

the actual grave space on the map.  A digital scanned copy of all the records has been placed for 

safe keeping at the Surrey Records Office.  The next phase is to slowly check the grave numbers 

shown on the existing maps to check if any of these plots are vacant to try to build up a true picture 

of what space is still available in the Cemetery. 

Possible Tree Carving Project (Kim Wantling) 

On display was a picture of the long suffering oak as you enter the village from Nutfield.  

Alongside this were examples of other tree carving projects around the UK.  The hope is that rather 

than having to remove the tree in its entirety in the next few years because it is no longer healthy, to 

try and do a sculpture with it.  The idea was very well received and further investigations will need 

to take place before this idea can be taken forward. 

Summary:  

There was a lot of general interest in all stands and alot of discussion in particular around the TDC 

Affordable Housing Schemes and the Air Quality Monitoring. 

Regards the request by the Parish Council for ideas to improve Bletchingley and what we should 

prioritise on as a council, there were many positive idea’s collected and discussed with councillors 

on the night.  

Responses included:-  

• Traffic – This continued to be one of the main concerns raised. Requests for traffic Calming 

measures and to find ways to reduce HGV traffic through the village.   

• Inconsiderate parking was raised as an issue in some village locations particularly near St. 

Mary’s and Barfields. Villagers are kindly requested to ensure they leave room for emergency 

vehicle access and not to park on double yellow lines.  

• Affordable Housing – There was positive feedback about the progress.  

• Concern about anti-social crime and requests for an increase in local police presence.  

• Air Pollution and how to measure and combat it. 

• Encouragement regards enhancing the facilities at Grange Meadow as well as a request to also 

improve Stychens Lane Playing Fields.  
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• Villagers commenting on how nice the daffodils were and asking whether there could be other 

flowers throughout the year so the beautiful display could last longer.  


