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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE  

COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY 19 MAY 2014 
 

P R E S E N T  
Councillor S A Ray – Chairman 

Councillors:  L Baharier, A. Butler, A Cock, P Glenn, D Kiss and P Tarrant 

 

In attendance: Clerk - K. Wantling, Daniel Holland (South East Coast Ambulance Service), CC H 

Windsor,  DC T Elias, DC G Black, DC D Vickers, D Martin – Bletchingley United Charities and 

18 Residents 

 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  

 The Chairman gave a warm welcome to Daniel Holland of the South East Coast 

Ambulance Service who would talk about the Community Defibrillator, the County 

and District Councillors and all residents present and explained the format of the 

evening.  All were asked to sign the attendance sheet.  Apologies had been received 

from Cllrs Crawley-Moore and Trotman and the Police. 

 

2. MINUTES  

 The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 22 April 2013 were approved and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

3. BLETCHINGLEY UNITED CHARITIES Accounts for year ended 30 September 

2013 

 

 Councillor Martin presented the approved Accounts of the Bletchingley United 

Charities for the year ended 30 September 2013 which are always audited by the 

Charities Commission.  The funds are mainly from the Smiths Charity, together with a 

one off donation from the AH Lloyd Charity this year.  Money is given to the 

deserving poor – individuals in need are identified through various sources and home 

visits are undertaken to confirm/ascertain the needs.  Gifts to individuals have gone up 

with a number of donations this year specifically for the purchase of white goods such 

as cookers etc and payment of quarterly alarm rentals for 5 elderly and/or infirm 

residents and helping another resident with respite care costs.  Bletchingley is classed 

as one of the poorest villages in Surrey.  Trustees remain the same as last year. 

 

4. VILLAGE HALL (BLETCHINGLEY) TRUST Accounts for year ended 31 

December 2013 

 

 District Councillor Tony Elias as Treasurer Trustee presented the above accounts for 

the year ended 31 December 2013.  Cllr Trotman continues to be the Chairman of the 

Trustees.  The accounts are independently examined and are audited by the Charities 

Commission.  It was explained that the Trust, which is a land and buildings only trust, 

receives income mainly from property rental and from rental of the Village Hall.  The 

properties are 76 (House); 78a (office) and 78b (small office).  All were rented out in 

the last financial year.  Income was £21,831.03 for the properties and £11,533.41 for 

the Community Centre.  The balance now is just under £200k.  Most of the expenditure 

for the properties was as a result of damage done to one of the properties by the Tenant.  
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However some of this was improvement works such as replacement windows.  This 

amount is the excess that was not claimable from the insurance company. 

The Community Centre is managed by the Village Hall Management Committee on 

behalf of the Trust for the sum of £500. 

The Village Hall is leased to the Parish Council on a full repairing lease until 2022 and 

is administered by the Village Hall Management Committee.  The aim is to build a 

long-term building fund for the replacement of the buildings, currently at £157,971.64.  

The Trustees are:  Robin Gater, David Martin, Robert Trotman, Tony Elias and 

Christine Bolshaw (Secretary), ex Officio members of the Trustees are the Parish 

Council Chairman and the Rector.  The Investment accounts have been reviewed and 

changes have been made to ensure that the savings receive the highest interest possible 

and are appropriately protected through Investic and Virgin accounts.    

5. WHITEHILL RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION REPORT  

 The Chairman read the report provided by Nick Rogers, Chairman of the Whitehill 

Residents Association (WHRA).   

The road network comprising of The Conduit, Hextalls Lane and Roughetts Lane 

continues to be maintained by voluntary contributions of its members.  The limited 

subscriptions remain a factor regarding improvements to the surface and drainage 

throughout the network leading to further deterioration during 2013. However a one-

time additional subscription was voted at The Association AGM at the end of 2013 to 

provide some partial renewal of the surface during 2014. 

Old infrastructure remains a concern to The Association and during 2013 we have 

campaigned for the Sutton and East Surrey Water Company to replace the very old cast 

iron water main. We have been advised that they plan to do so during 2014. 

2013/2014 fly tipping has notably increased from previous years with some areas 

suffering regular and repeated incidents.  Once reported, Tandridge District Council 

were prompt to attend and remove and we welcome news from the council officer 

concerned, that some action has been taken against identified offenders.  

The sand quarry works crossing White Hill Lane have included an overhead conveyor 

inside a green enclosure which seems to work well, partially hidden in the trees. 

Although during operating hours, some quarry traffic crosses the lane and appears 

inadequately supervised or signalled and presents a continuing hazard to traffic on the 

lane.  It was noted that there are 24 households in the Whitehill Residents location. 

 

6. TAG A25 – What we do.  - Presented by Cllr Ann Butler  

 Cllr Butler proceeded to give an update on TAG A25 (“Traffic Action Group – A25), 

founded in October 2011, which deals with traffic issues on the A25 through the three 

parishes, Godstone, Bletchingley and Nutfield.  They have 6 aims 

1. To safeguard the safety and interests of inhabitants of Bletchingley, Godstone and 

Nutfield in so far as potentially damaging use of land in the area and changes or 

extension of uses of such land which could involve adverse changes in traffic density, 

type or frequency of vehicular traffic using the A25 between Redhill and Oxted and its 

feeder roads. 

2. To act as channel of information and liaison between the PCs, village 

organisations and residents affected by the flow of vehicular traffic in the area. 
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3. To take such action as deemed necessary to protect or promote the well-being of 

the area. 

4. To further the safety of the roads in the area. 

5. To make representations and/or objections or work with the central government, 

local authorities and residents in the area to improve traffic density and road 

conditions. 

6. To organise or promote appropriate events and other activities. 

Membership of the group comprises 3 representatives from organisations and Parish 

Councils within each of Bletchingley, Godstone,and Nutfield villages. (Redhill has 

recently been added).  Further members co-opted as agreed.  Bletchingley has - BPC, 

QOG and the Historical Society. The local CPRE and the Oxted & Limpsfield 

Residents’ Group and The Watercolour Residents Group are sent minutes. 

The Surrey Minerals plan documents in 2010 prompted the foundation of the group as 

potential sites for mineral extraction and waste treatment were identified in Nutfield 

and Bletchingley.  These would, if permitted, generate more HGV traffic on the A25.  

The first traffic survey was undertaken at the junction of the A25 and Cormongers 

Lane using volunteers.  This showed over 1000 vehicles passing every hour.  This was 

not considered excessive for an A road by Surrey Highways as traffic movements were 

averaged along the whole length of the road, ie from Wrotham in Kent to Guildford. 

At the first meeting of the Group, it was agreed to commission a professional traffic 

survey to ensure the data would be properly recognised by SCC.  Bletchingley, 

Godstone and Nutfield Parish Councils shared the cost of this.  Traffic was logged both 

at Cormongers Lane and where Bletchingley Road meets Godstone.  The survey 

showed a 12% increase in total traffic and 40% increase in HGVs over the first survey. 

County Minerals Plan - TAG-A25 presented evidence against development along the 

A25 at the Minerals Plan hearings on behalf of the 3 settlements which helped illustrate 

the adverse issues and the whole picture very clearly.  TAG-A25 joined the Inspector 

on a Copyhold site visit to point out the adverse road issues in May 2012.  The 

Inspector’s report in November 2012 had the following comment: 

“Most concern locally relates to the effect of traffic on Nutfield Road and on 

settlements to the east, through which heavy vehicles may pass. The need for a 

transport impact assessment at the planning application stage is identified. 

The junction of Cormongers Lane with Nutfield Road (A25) is not ideal. The 

latter is heavily trafficked, there is limited visibility and another smaller junction 

opposite. Nonetheless, it is already used extensively by lorries accessing the 

landfill. I understand the concern of local people: there are narrow sections of 

road, particularly in some of the villages including Nutfield through which a 

proportion of the heavy vehicles may be expected to pass. Although the A25 has 

sufficient theoretical capacity, it is heavily trafficked and I do not doubt that 

heavy vehicles add to congestion and contribute to the loss of amenity and at 

least the perception of hazard. Nonetheless, on the basis of present information, 

I have no basis on which to conclude that the amount of vehicular traffic would 

be any greater than that which could arise in any event from the use of the 

landfill. Overall, I have been given no convincing reasons to depart from the 

view that the site is suitable for an Aggregate Recycling Facility.” 

In the Surrey County Council Transportation Assessment, the following Copyhold 

Transport Considerations were noted: 
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“The highway network in the vicinity is unsuitable for use by HGVs. However, 

a voluntary package of highway measures proposed alongside a previous 

planning application on this site for fuller's earth in 1987 was deemed, at 

public inquiry, to be satisfactory to overcome the constraints. Surrey County 

Council remains satisfied that a similar package of measures would overcome 

the constraints of the local highway network.” 

Mercer’s Farm - this site was considered to be inappropriate for development as 

access was from Cormongers Lane. However, at the end of 2012, following 

consultations with the Nutfield Marsh residents, J & J Franks purchased the field south 

of Mercer’s Farm to make an access close to the M23, so that their HGVs would avoid 

Nutfield High Street. Thus the site was re-instated as appropriate. This was a partial 

victory for Nutfield, but bad for us in Bletchingley. The Mercer’s Farm application to 

quarry sand has now been submitted to SCC. Your PC sent in an objection with traffic 

as one of the main grounds. There are obviously some problems that are delaying 

bringing the application before the planning committee for decision, so we are still 

waiting to see what will happen. 

Tandridge Strategic Transport Committee  - Since the beginning of 2012, TAG-

A25 has met 3 times with the County Highways Officers on Tandridge Strategic 

Transport Committee. MP Sam Gyimah and/or his researcher attended. To reduce the 

need for HGVs on the A25, an improved junction between the M23 and M25 at the 

Hooley interchange was suggested. This would be a Government issue. MP Sam 

Gyimah liaised with MP Crispin Blunt and together approach the Dept of Transport. 

Still no action from the Dept of Transport. The last meeting we had with the Tandridge 

committee was early last year; but now the officers have changed and it is proving hard 

to re-establish communication, despite numerous attempts. Our MP has been 

supportive, but this has not seemed to have changed anything. 

Other matters that have exercised our group: 

Biffa HGV exceedences found and reported to SCC:  Under the planning condition, 

Biffa are not required to send SCC their HGV movements unless requested. SCC only 

request them if there is a concern raised, as TAG-A25 relayed last year, when 

identification of the breaches in August & September 2011 was made, but none were 

identified in July & October and as such further figures were not sought.  

Decreased Speed Limits: In 2012 PC Moira Cocks –Tandridge Casualty Reduction 

Officer Surrey Police instigated a Covert Speed Recorder on Nutfield High Street  

logged 14,000-15,000 vehicles per  day, weekends 10,000 at 35 mph west, 43 east. 

This evidence was used by TAG-A25 as an argument to reduce speed over M23 bridge 

from 50-40mph and following a meeting with Surrey Highways, attended by MP Sam 

Gyimah’s researcher, the speed limit has been lowered to 40mph. 

In 2013, after meeting with the Tandridge Local Transport Committee, TAG-A25 is 

hoping to reduce the speed limit between Redhill and Nutfield to 40 from 50 MPH. 

Tandridge Transport Strategy March 2013: The excessive numbers of HGVs on the 

A25 highlighted by TAG-A25, and use of side-lanes Outwood Lane, Rabies Heath 

Road, A22 Godstone.  These concerns were reflected in the TDC report: “A particular 

problem along the A25 is peak hour congestion on weekday mornings which is severe 

on the stretch between Godstone and Redhill.  It was considered that more emphasis 

should be given to this in the report.  It was also considered that the Study should 

examine ways in which traffic from the M25 to Redhill/Reigate could be encouraged to 

stay on the M25 and use the proposed multi-directional junction on the M23 at Hooley 
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when it is constructed.  Additionally it was considered that the report should refer to 

the A25 passing through Nutfield, Bletchingley and Godstone and indicate the effects 

of heavy traffic on these historic villages, particularly at the latter two which have 

Conservation Areas.” 

Safe Cycle Routes: At the end of last year, we were consulted on new cycle routes 

being designed to avoid the use of the A25. The proposed routes have not been 

accepted and the issue is still in progress. 

Air quality monitoring: In 2012, we found that records showed that levels of NO2  

from car exhausts sometimes exceeded the recommended maximum on Redstone Hill. 

R&BBC monitor air quality and have imposed Air Quality Monitoring Areas 

(AQMAs) at the M23/M25 junction and on the boundary with Tandridge. TDC say that 

there is no issue with air quality in our area and so we have no AQMAs. This is an 

important public health issue. Fortunately the latest records show that NO2 levels are 

now within safe limits. Recently the government following EU regulations are starting 

to require local authorities to monitor air pollution, so things might tighten up.  

Records: are kept of all relevant road and traffic incidents. The recent roadworks in 

Nutfield have been a particular nightmare. Another concern is that HGVs are getting 

larger, with 6-8 axles. These heavy lorries damage the road surface and in Nutfield they 

have been damaging pavements and services as commonly the carriageway itself is too 

narrow for passing traffic at the pinch points on the High Street. TAG-A25 has been 

keeping a photo-record of these incidents.  For example, we have seen on several 

occasions that the gas company has had to repair gas mains outside “Shortacres” 

broken under the weight of HGVs mounting the kerb. 

Communication: By articles in the Surrey Mirror, broadcasts with BBC Surrey, stalls at 

the Village Fairs in Godstone and Bletchingley, we attempt to show our local residents 

what we are doing. 

TAG-A25 generally meet every 4-6 weeks in the Whyte Harte. 

7. COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR AND FIRST AID RESPONDERS – Presented 

by Daniel Holland of South East Coast Ambulance Service (SECAmb) NHS 

Foundation Trust 

 

 Daniel Holland introduced himself and gave a brief background to the role of 

Community Defibrillators and First Aid Responders.  The Parish Council purchased 

the first Bletchingley Community Defibrillator which is located at St Catherine’s 

Primary School in Coneybury.  This was purchased with the support of a grant from 

iGas.  Coneybury currently has a high number of 999 calls so the site is appropriate.  

More people die from cardiac arrest/heart problems than from house fires.  It is the 

mission of SECAmb to make defibrillators more accessible.  Training to use the system 

still needs to be arranged with local residents and school teachers.  Daniel stressed that 

in the case of cardiac arrest, speed is of the essence and for every 1minute not used, life 

expectancy is reduced by up to 14%, with only a 6% survivability rate for those out of 

hospital. 

Daniel proceeded to give a demonstration on the use of a defibrillator which was very 

self explanatory with clear instructions given to users by the apparatus as to what to do 

next.  The equipment analyses and informs the user whether the patient needs to be 

shocked or not and when to shock.  The first point of call is always 999.  The Call 

centre, if appropriate, would direct the caller to the Community Defibrillator.  At the 

same time, the usual medical services would be sent to the call and usually arrive 
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within 4 minutes of receiving the instruction from the call centre.  If a patient is not 

breathing, they are classed as being in cardiac arrest.   

It was noted that the Bletchingley Community Defibrillator is located on an outside 

wall at the entrance to the St Catherine’s Primary School building and is covered by 

CCTV.  It is therefore accessible 24/7. 

Daniel Holland was thanked for his very informative presentation. 

9. QUESTIONS  

 All Councillors present then introduced themselves and highlighted their areas of 

responsibility.  The Chairman The Annual Report was noted and copies were available 

at the meeting and at Longhursts.  The Annual Report contained all reports and had 

been handed out at the meeting and was also available at Longhursts. 

The Chairman then opened up the meeting to any questions. 

Nikos Nathanail enquired as to whether there was any information on the air quality 

down at the Watercolour development in Merstham/Redhill.  It was noted that the 

Environment Agency were monitoring the situation, although a recent Environment 

Agency publication had stated that the air quality was not going to kill anyone. 

Nikos Nathanail enquired as to whether there was any update on the affordable housing 

scheme. The Chairman reported that the consultations that had been undertaken had 

produced some additional sites that had been assessed.  As a result of this, TDC were 

currently looking into their own affordable housing schemes within Bletchingley and 

the outcome of this was awaited, although it was now believed that the housing would 

be primarily for families.  As a result, the Parish Council would in the interim continue 

to investigate suitable sites for Alms houses and houses for elderly. 

The Chairman thanked all her Councillors for all their work over the year and thanked 

all those present for attending the Annual Parish Meeting. 

David Martin thanked the Parish Council for their work. 

 

 


